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Village Blues Festival Saturday October 29th

Blues and Roots seems to be one 
of those supremely universally 
appealing musical themes that 

stirs the soul and shuffles the shoes in one 
great swoop…
So dust off ya hats and shine up your 
shoes,
And get yourself to Village Blues…
 
SATURDAY OCTOBER 29TH 
@ DUNOON SPORTS CLUB 

from 3.00pm.
 
Village Blues is on again folks with a super 
line-up of local and imported acts to give 
Dunoon its annual dose of festival style 
live music. This little ‘small-town’ festi-
val aims to showcase the diversity of the 
blues, as well as the vast array of talent we 
have in our local area.
 

Topping the bill this year is BLIND 
LEMON. These guys played the first 
Village Blues, and have not stopped play-
ing since!  Undoubtedly one of the coun-
tries hardest working acts, which makes 
for a great show!  Fronted by sensational 
harmonica player Jamie Symons, Blind 
Lemon pay tribute to the blues greats with 
a slick, tight and top class performance.

 THRILLBILLY STOMP have been 
creating a cajun, zydeco ‘five-n-five’ folk 
blues storm interstate and locally of late. 
Now a 5-piece featuring piano accordion, 
mandolin and banjo, these guys are a high 
energy, highly entertaining group of fine 
local musicians…featuring the fastest ac-
cordion playing in the east.
 
DAMN FINE GENTLEMEN hail 
from south of Sydney where they have 
recently been ‘wowing’ audiences at the 
launches of their new CD. A tight and orig-
inal trio fusing blues, rock, boogie, ballads, 
rockabilly and more into an original sound 
that is “damn fine”.
 
TWO RIVERS is a two-piece ‘Aussie’ 
blues act featuring the powerhouse voice 
of MATT SOUTHON who plays a 
rusty old weather beaten resonator guitar 
built with corrugated iron! Matt has just 
been touring the country extensively from 
Victoria to Darwin and further, and has 
some fine tales to tell through his real and 
heartfelt take on the blues.
 
For some tasty old school blues SLIM 

PICKENS brings his take on the tunes 
of yesteryear playing authentic blues on 
his resonator guitar. Slim brings some solo 
foot-stomping, finger-picking and smooth 
vocals to Dunoon’s little festival.

REPENTANCE CREEK fea-
tures Nathan Slyde on resonator and assorted 
guitars.  Playing an original blend of roots, 
rock and blues, and backed by a super tight 
rhythm section, Nathan’s music has come a 
long way since he played at the first Village 
Blues many moons ago! 

After their fantastic show last year, the Du-
noon local element, THE NIGHTCAP 
RANGERS are back. This band has de-
veloped from a group of local muso’s com-
ing together for jam sessions and develop-
ing into a tight and entertaining show.
 
A showcase of great local amateur and 
professional acts will also be performing 
on a second stage, in between acts on the 
main stage, as part of a PLUCKERS 
AND POETS SHOWCASE. The day 
kicks off around 3.00pm folks. This means 
8 hours of NON-STOP LIVE MUSIC, 
FREE!! 
Cya there!

(Enquiries: Phone the club on 6689 5444, 
or Matt on 0400 362 001)

Matt Elliot

Damn Fine Gentlemen

Repentance Creek

Matt Southon

Thrillbilly Stomp
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Sowing the Seed - Dunoon Community Garden 

It’s been an exciting and productive few 
months for the Dunoon Community 
Garden project. 

 A steering committee was formed at the July 
24th meeting, with the intention of creating 
a plan and structure for the Garden that will 
serve the community’s needs and make best 
use of the land generously offered to us by 
the Sports Club. 

Critical to the visioning process, we felt, was 
to see how other local community gardens 
have been created and structured, so we ar-
ranged a bus trip to visit Mullumbimby and 
Lismore Community Gardens in mid-Au-
gust. (Thanks so much to the Club for the 
use of the bus, and to Keith for chauffeur-
ing.) 

The trip was inspiring, educational and a lit-
tle daunting. Both gardens we visited began 
life at about the same time (two years ago), 
after perhaps three years in gestation (we’re 
on track there!).

Both gardens are run by dedicated volun-
teers (Jeanette Martin in Mullumbimby, and 
Terry Lawrence in Lismore, both incredibly 
welcoming and helpful), and represent the 
passion and pleasure of many happy local 
gardeners.

The Mullumbimby garden is 
spread over about 5 acres, and 
shows a remarkable amount of 
work for those two years; a great 
deal of that site is already uti-
lised. Lismore is not as sprawl-
ing — yet — but has different 
conditions of amenity as it is 
placed so centrally in Lismore. 
We came back from the visit full 
of large and small ideas, and a 

little apprehension (it’s a big job), but keen 
to get on with the process for Dunoon.

We’d also decided we need to start a little 
‘seed’ fund, and took the opportunity of the 
next day’s Village Wide Garage Sale (Au-
gust 14th) to run a fundraising stall outside 
the Post Office. We also ran a raffle with an 
Indonesian lantern kindly donated by Alan 
Campton. Thanks to the generosity of vil-
lagers and visitors, we raised a total of $390 
on the day. 

Last week, I was thrilled to hear that Chris 
van den Bergh has marked the occasion 
of his citizenship ceremony to support our 
project, and other local community projects 
such as the Men’s Shed and the Soccer Club, 
with a donation of $1000 each. 

Thanks so much, Chris; support like yours, 
and donations like the water tank already of-
fered by Matt Rigby’s Duraplas, will ensure 
that this project gets a solid start. It also un-
derlines the true sense of community we all 
love about Dunoon.

At the meeting on Sunday August 25th, the 
management committee for the Dunoon 
Community Garden was formed. Now we 
can open a bank account for the Garden, 
apply for grants, and continue the process 

of creating a vision and project plan for the 
Garden. We’ll remain a sub-club of the Du-
noon Sports Club, and are always happy to 
hear from others in the village keen to share 
their ideas and expertise.

Thanks so much to all who have worked 
so far on the steering committee —Marie 
Matthews, Hilary Mackie, Peter Ward, Alan 
Campton and Keith Watt.  I know they’ll 
continue to help myself, Bernie Ross (Treas-
urer), Peter Wood (Secretary), Ros Little, 
Patricia Smithyman and Mal McClenaghan 
(General Committee) as we nurse the seed 
that is the Dunoon Community Garden. 
Finally, we are getting hands-on with the 
land!

We have a tentative date for a working bee 
on the site (next to the second car park, at 
the Sports Club) — Saturday October 22nd, 
from 9am-noon. Date will be confirmed 
(dependent on earth-moving work), so keep 
your eye on the village noticeboard.

We’ll be improving the soil profile (read: 
spreading manure and gypsum, etc.), and 
beginning to prepare beds, so willing hands 
with rakes and shovels will be most wel-
come. Come along, help out, and learn a lit-
tle more about the progress of the Garden. 
We’ll host a sausage sizzle afterwards, too. 
Looking forward to seeing you there. 

For more information about the Garden or 
the working bee, feel free to call:
Tracy Rudd 6689 5897
Peter Hood 6689 5823

Tracy Rudd
President, Dunoon Community 
Garden Committee 


