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In the last edition of the Dunoon Ga-
zette the Ratepayers Association 
of Lismore Incorporated (RRALI) 

raised the issue of incorrect crash statis-
tics being released in relation to the Mo-
danville 60kph zone. Now we find that 
the NSW Speed Zone Guidelines appear 
have not been correctly adhered to as 
well. These guidelines govern how the 
RTA rates roads for recommended speed 
limits. The following are issues we have 
with how the RTA rated the Modanville 
locality zone:

1.  The RTA has stated that 46 driveways 
are included in the zone area. RRALI 
agrees that yes there are 46 driveways but 
many of them are seldom used farm gates 
and some are even dual entrances for the 
same property. The Speed Zone Guide-
lines clearly state that driveways includ-
ed are to be ‘regularly’ used driveways. 
  
2.  RRALI has received a letter from the 
RTA in response to our enquiry concern-

ing the apparent ‘incorrect’ counting of 
the driveways which have been used 
to justify the speed zone. This letter 
states, ‘Farm gates that do not show any 
sign of use may not be counted, how-
ever farm gates that show some use by 
the appearance of wheel tracks would 
likely be counted.’ This letter is from 
the ‘Acting Regional Manager, North-
ern’, RRALI finds this concerning as the 
‘Speed Zone Guidelines’ clearly state, 
‘regularly used’. Regularly means, ‘fre-
quently, often, repeatedly, commonly‘. 

3.  The speed zones guidelines state for 
an 80kph zone, ‘Semi urban/rural fringe 
areas can be defined as having one to 
two intersections per km and five to six 
regularly used driveways or private ac-
cesses per km’. The critical word here 
is ‘and’, therefore both attributes must 
exist and they do not for most of this 
zone. An 80kph zone is therefore ap-
propriate for the current zone except-
ing the area immediately surround-

ing the two Modanville intersections. 

4.  In relation to a 60kph zone the guide-
lines state, ‘applies to roads in built-up 
areas’. Therefore the 60kph zone is to-
tally inappropriate for the area which it 
has been applied.

In our opinion the RTA has not abided 
by its own protocols and has contra-
dicted the NSW Speed zones guidelines 
by applying a 3.5km 60kph zone at the 
Modanville locality. We will be forward-
ing a letter to the RTA along these lines 
requesting that the zone be immediately 
removed and replaced with one that cov-
ers the two intersections only. 

Greg Bennett
RRALI President

Modanville 60kph Zone Update

For the 7th year running the Northern Rivers Commu-
nity Foundation (NRCF) Grants Round is now open.

“Once again we’re very proud to be able to offer funding 
for our region’s projects and people,” said Ms Karin Kolbe, 
Chair of the Grants Committee.

Despite a challenging financial environment, NRCF has its 
highest amount ever to distribute. 

Applications that address social disadvantage (such as age, 
gender, race, educational disadvantage, socio-economic sta-
tus, mental health or disability), youth, the community as a 
whole, environmental needs, or the arts are invited. 

Applicants must be incorporated, not-for-profit organisations 
in the Northern Rivers region of New South Wales, and must 
either have Deductible Gift Recipient (DGR) status in their 
own right, or be auspiced by a body which has DGR status. 

Projects must be completed within a year of the grant being 
awarded. 

Grants over the past 5 years have ranged between $600 and 
$10,000, with an average around $2,000.  

Last year saw $30000 distributed among 13 organisations - 
see http://www.nrcf.org.au/

“Donations to the NRCF are never spent. The corpus is in-
vested in perpetuity, and only the income earned is distrib-
uted to the community each year. That way, your gift keeps 
on giving - forever.”

“With this year’s distribution, the NRCF will have given 
away over $350,000 over our seven years, doing a power of 
good in the community.”

“NRCF’s target is to have a million dollars under manage-
ment by the end of this year. All donations are tax deduct-
ible,” she said.

Inquiries: Karin Kolbe,  Chair NRCF Grants Committee, 
0411 594 599  www.nrcf.org.au

________________________________________________

Grants Funds Available from NRCF

October/November 2011
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The Dunoon Men’s Shed is close to 
up and running. A bank account 
has been established using funds 

kindly donated by several local people. 
In particular we must acknowledge Chris 
van den Bergh for his generous donation of 
$1,000 when he became an Aussie Citizen 
on Wednesday 21st Sept. Chris has joined 
the group and has already been busy chas-
ing up gear for the shed.

After cleaning out the tennis club our pri-
ority now is to get the building secured so 
that we can move in and start operating. 
We have managed to find some security 
mesh doors that will hopefully suit our 
requirements. We are still on the lookout 
to find some cheap weldmesh or security 
mesh to secure the windows. 

We would love to give the place a coat of 
paint to freshen it up before we move in. 
If anyone can supply some paint or mesh-
please call one of the member’s numbers.
Our aim is to get this done in the next cou-
ple of weeks. 

Locals have donated tools, nuts and bolts 
and timber etc and will be acknowledge at 
a later date. We are starting with nothing so 
if anyone has any old tools, garden imple-
ments, workbenches etc that are of no use 
to you any longer, we would be happy to 
put them to good use.

Once we get up and running we will be 
looking for sponsors. If any businesses 

wish to support us we would be very grate-
ful. Our aim is to list any major sponsors 
on our letterhead. We feel that this would 
assist us when applying for grants for ex-
pected future expansion.

Our next meeting will be held at the Sports 
Club at 1.30pm on Saturday 1st October. 
We will
•  Finalise any requirements for shed se-
curity
•  Organise a working bee to get the shed 
ready for occupation
•  Clearly define our vision/mission state-
ment
•  Select a logo for use on letterheads and 
promotional items
•  Establish our short term goals (ie 
3months)
•  Set down our aims for the next 12 
months.

Anyone interested in joining us or just 
want some more information on what the 
Dunoon Men’s Shed is all about, please 
call one of the phone numbers listed or just 
come along to the meeting on Saturday 
October 1st. All welcome!

Reg Gregor 6689 5323

Rod Little   6628 2909

Ross McDougall 6689 5954

Correction: Credit should be given 
where it is due. In my haste to put together 
an article about the Men’s Shed in the last 
issue of the Gazette, I did not check all the 
facts.

I praised Reg Gregor for approaching the 
Sports Club with a proposal to establish 
a Men’s Shed in Dunoon and for it to be 
incorporated in with the Club. Reg had 
the idea for the Shed in his mind for many 
months and we had talked about it, but it 
wasn’t until Bernie Ross, the manager of 
the Club, asked Reg for the name of the 
person (Tracy Rudd) who wanted to estab-
lish a commuity garden in the village. 

It was Bernie’s idea to offer the use of 
some land at the Club for the garden. This 
is what prompted Reg to approach the Club 
about the Men’s Shed.

Thank you Bernie. Not only do you do a 
fantastic job at the club but you have pro-
vided the opportunity for two important 
community projects to get up and running.

Ross McDougall
Secretary, Dunoon Men’s Shed

Family owned 
and operated 

since 1981

Servicing Northern Rivers
for all your livestock and general carrying needs. 

 Also supply and delivery post, hay.
Trucks available 7 days.

Phone Alan 6663 5334
0438 635 334 35
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MALONEY
LIVESTOCK CARRIERS PTY LTD

Dunoon Men’s Shed Update

Next Meeting at Dunoon Sports Club
Saturday October 1st @ 1.30pm


