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Firebrigade News

Most people were probably won-
dering what was the cause of 
the thick smoke haze that filled 

the sky on Sunday 18th September and 
the following few days. Although there 
was some hazard reduction burning be-
ing carried out at Bungawalbin and in the 
Clarence Shire the smoke that filled our 
sky was in fact blown down from fires 
burning at the Northern Tablelands and 
SE Queensland. 

The recent few days of hot dry weather 
and smoke haze is a timely reminder of 
what may lie ahead of us this summer. 
If you have not already done so, now is 
the time to prepare your property for the 
Bushfire Danger Period that officially 
starts on Saturday 1st October and con-
tinues until the end of February 2012, 
unless weather conditions dictate other-
wise.

√  Make sure long grass and debris is 
cleared away from your home, sheds, 
poly tanks, pump houses etc. 
√  Clean out your gutters.
√  Remove any overhanging branches 
close to your roof.
√  Remove any unwanted shrubs close to 
the house.
√  If on a larger rural property a firebreak 
around the perimeter is recommended.

The RFS website www.rfs.nsw.gov.au is a 
helpful resource. It contains comprehen-
sive information about developing bush 
fire survival plans and preparing your 
property for the fire season. It also has 
up to date information on where fires are 
burning, wind directions and danger lev-
els. Always stay tuned to the local ABC 
radio station 94.5FM during a bushfire 
event and phone 000 if in danger. Ensure 
you give your name and a contact phone 
number and tell the operator if access to 
your property is restricted to smaller ve-
hicles. If possible have someone meet the 
fire brigade at the entrance to your prop-
erty.

Please make sure your driveway is clearly 
numbered for easy identification. A com-
mon problem most brigades encounter in 
rural areas is a lack of road numbering. 
It’s difficult for us to respond to a call out 

promptly if it’s dark and 
there are no house numbers 
to guide us. As most RFS 
trucks in our area are quite 
large, driveways need to be 
at least 3.5 metres wide and 
overhead branches need to 
be cleared to a height of at 
least 4 metres for easy ac-
cess.

Fire Permits
A Fire Permit is required to 
light any fire out in the open 
during the Bushfire Danger 
Period. For Fire Permit Of-
ficer numbers in your local 
area please see pg34 of the 
Gazette.

Fire permits cannot be issued to anyone 
living within the 50km zone of a village 
unless residents first obtain written per-
mission from Lismore City Council to be 
able to light a fire. Cooking fires are ex-
empt but some conditions apply. See the 
RFS website for details.

It is the permit holder’s responsibility 
to be aware of the fire danger rating.

Fire Permits are automatically suspended 
on days of very high fire danger or on 
days when a total fire ban is declared. 

Read and observe all conditions set out 
in the Fire Permit. Failure to comply can 
result in substantial penalties.

It is illegal to light a fire anywhere out 
in the open without a permit during the 
Bush Fire Danger Period. . Offenders can 
expect to receive a substantial fine at the 
very least and may possibly be liable for 
any damage caused as a result of their ac-
tions. 

RFS Open Day
Last weekend Tullera and Rosebank bri-
gades opened their doors to the public for 
the annual RFS Open Day. The purpose 
of the day is to give the public the op-
portunity to meet their local brigade vol-
unteers and learn about the service. They 
can obtain advice relating to fire safety 
matters and ask any questions they may 

have regarding fire safety plans or per-
mits. If anyone is interested in joining the 
RFS call the Lismore Fire Control Centre 
on 6622 6088.

Ross Mcdougall
(Captain) Dunoon Brigade

Tullera Brigade members at their Open Day

FIRE

PERMIT

SEASON
Fire permits are required from

Saturday October 1st 2011 

until 28th February 2012
unless notified otherwise. 

The permit holder is responsible for 

notifying all adjoining neighbours 

and the Fire Control Centre (FCC) 

at least 24hr prior to lighting a fire.

Notification times for the FCC are 

between 8.30am and 4.30pm 

Monday - Friday 

(excluding public holidays).

FCC phone number:

6622 6088
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Richmond Tweed Regional 
Library( RTRL)

There has been a great deal of concern by 
the media regarding what has been labeled 
as Lismore Council’s ‘hostile takeover’ of 
the RTRL. The regional library delivers 
services to Byron Bay, Ballina, Lismore 
and Tweed Heads LGA’s. The RTRL com-
mittee, while very successful, was operating 
for many years outside the local government 
act. Attempts had been made to rectify this 
situation but until 2009 no agreement had 
occurred between the constituent councils. 
In 2009 the RTRL committee decided to 
‘pursue’ an administrative model with LCC 
as the administrative council and in 2010, 
LCC took on the formal roll and dissolved 
the RTRL much to the surprise of some con-
stituent councils. This surprise has turned to 
anger and a determination to pursue a Coun-

ty Council model despite the extra costs. 
We need to take politics out of the equation 
and concentrate on delivering best practice 
library service to the residents and ratepay-
ers. Unfortunately, unless there is agreement 
between the 4 councils then the regional 
library may well fold. Individual councils 
would then take on the roll for each LGA 
with the subsequent increasing costs and de-
terioration in library services.
This outcome would be a huge blow to li-
brary users and signal a deterioration in re-
gional co-operation. Lets hope the 4 councils 
put there heads down, swallow their individ-
ual pride and make the RTRL work for the 
ratepayers not councilors bruised egos.
 
Coal Seam Gas Mining(CSG)

Coal Seam Gas mining has been on the agen-
da lately as a NSW parliamentary inquiry 
into CSG mining was held in Alstonville on 
the 21/9. All councils in the region attended 
making submissions to the inquiry and with 
the exception of Richmond Valley Council 
supported a moratorium on CSG mining. 
LCC passed a motion I put forward in De-
cember 2010 to support the NSW Farmers 
Association to demand a moratorium on 
CSG and was the first council in this region 
to do so. Since then, we have had a change 
of State Government and a change in policy, 
tightening up some of the controls on CSG 
mining. But does this go far enough? 
There are strong concerns about water us-
age and contamination of aquifers, property 
rights and effects on the local economy. 
What price progress? Surely not at the cost 
of the purity of our water! 
Recently Tony Windsor has put a private 
members bill before Federal Parliament to 
force a trigger for the intervention of the 

Environment Protection Biodiversity and 
Conservation Act when water resources are 
subject to ‘potential damage’ from mining 
development.  Mining companies would then 
have to prove that they can mine without a 
‘significant impact’ on water resources and 
would ensure a ‘nationally consistent stand-
ard’ for protecting our water resources.
While the State government decides on the 
current inquiry, I think local councils should 
get behind Tony Windsor’s private members 
bill by lobbying Federal Parliamentarians in 
the lead up to the vote in parliament.
 
Deputy Mayor

At the previous council meeting I put up my 
hand for the deputy mayor. Having been an 
active councilor for 3 years, being the chair 
of the Infrastructure and Assets Policy Advi-
sory Group, a delegate on the General Man-
agers review and appointment panel and 
deputy chair of Rous Water, I thought it was 
time to take the next step in the lead up to 
next years council election. 
Unfortunately, I did not have the support of 
the National/Liberal Party faction and could 
not rely on the support of the ALP faction 
which was disappointing. 
The reasons for the about face I’m told were 
due to my campaign to highlight inadequate 
road funding and to my lack of support in 
the current economic crisis for a new $12m 
art gallery. I’ve always believed that if we 
can’t manage existing assets adequately how 
can we embark on building new assets that 
will result in a further deterioration of exist-
ing services? We need to get the basics right 
first.
As a result of Cr Smiths nomination, we went 
to a draw from the golden urn as votes were 
tied 3 all between us. My name was drawn 
out but under the election rules that meant I 
was eliminated. The one raffle I didn’t want 
to win! Cr smith went on to claim the deputy 
for a second time after a second draw from 
the golden urn. How lucky can you get! 
But council missed a golden opportunity to 
acknowledge and highlight the concerns of 
rural people in our local government area. 
I’ll just have to campaign even harder to 
highlight the need for adequate funding for 
infrastructure maintenance, appropriate de-
velopment, proper financial accountability 
and best practice community consultation 
throughout the LGA.

 Reduction in councilor 
numbers

Councillors had a chance to pat one another 
on the back and reject a council staff rec-
ommendation to reduce councilor numbers 
from 11 to 7. Many people in the community 
wish we had less politicians, but should lo-
cal government take a reduction? After all, 
Local government is the government most 
close to the people. 
If councilor numbers were reduced there 
would be a saving of approx $21,000 per 
councilor per year. But what price democ-
racy?
Less councilors would mean less opportuni-
ties for residents to access their local coun-
cilor which is a part time position with a 
remuneration of approx $15,000 pa. Most 
councilors have fulltime or other part-time 
work to sustain their families. Fewer coun-
cilors would have to take on a greater work 
load with less time to adequately address 
the many complex issues. Fewer councilors 
would mean less diversity of opinions on 
council in decision making. And exactly 
what magical number is adequate for the di-
verse population of Lismore?
With 7 councilors, the rural area would not 
have had a representative, nor would the 
business community. In fact the only win-
ners would have been the major parties at 
the expense of the truly independent. In the 
end, the public would be worse off with a 
lack of access to adequate representation. 
I firmly believe that political parties should 
not be a part of local government as their 
interests are not necessarily driven by local 
issues and parties tend to have an exclusive 
mindset, ‘your either with us or against us’. 
Not the best approach when a multitude of 
community views need to be taken into ac-
count.
If we want to reduce politicians then lets rec-
ognise local government in the constitution 
and get rid of the State Government which 
inadequately funds local government while 
demanding local government take on more 
and more responsibility. Then we would re-
ally save some money. Roll on constitutional 
reform!

The views expressed in this article are those 
of the author and not necessarily Lismore 
City Council.
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