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  ST. MATTHEW’S ANGLICAN CHURCH NEWS WITH  ‘GINA MURRAYL

CALL OUT FOR NEW MEMBERS!
WEDNESDAY COMMUNITY GROUP @ DUNOON VILLAGE HALL

Now appraching 25 years, the  “Wednesday Group” has gradually reduced in numbers but still 

meets every Wednesday at 10am for morning tea and craft activities where members exchange 

their skills and knowledge.  What we really need is an increase in members with new ideas.  

Activities could include bushwalking or trips to local interest spots. Companionship is the main 

aim of the group so please join us any Wednesday morning or ring Ron 6689 5018

DUNOON INDOOR BOWLS @ DUNOON VILLAGE HALL
Come and enjoy a fun and social evening playing Indoor Bowls at Dunoon Village Hall for the low cost of $2! We meet 

every Monday at 7.30pm and we’re looking forward to welcoming new people - no experience necessary. Please call 

Ron 6689 5018

EUCHRE @ DUNOON VILLAGE HALL
Euchre more your cup of tea? Dunoon Euchre Club meets at the Hall every Thursday evening at 7.30pm and we need 

more members! It’s a great way to meet new people. We have lots of fun and look forward to meeting new faces. So, 

please come along or call John 6688 6563.

O
n the evening of March 2nd mem-

bers of St Dympna’s Church and 

others joined us in our beautiful 

new building to present ‘The World Day 

of Prayer’ Service. 

‘The World Day of Prayer’ is a world-

wide movement dating back to the 19th 

Century which brings together Christian 

traditions for an annual day of worship 

and prayer. On the first Friday in March 

each year more than three million people 

(including our 25 in Dunoon) in over 170 

countries join in a service prepared by 

the WDP Committee of a different coun-

try to celebrate both our unity in Christ 

and our diversity in culture.

This year the Service had been prepared 

by the World Day of Prayer Committee 

of Malaysia and the theme of the serv-

ice was ‘Let Justice Prevail’. We learned 

about the plight of some women and 

children in Malaysia. It was a very in-

forming, touching service. The money 

given that evening in Collection has been 

forwarded to The World Day of Prayer 

Committee. The World Day of Prayer, 

Australia offerings are used to provide 

grants to various women and children’s 

programmes. Each country’s committee 

is responsible for determining the use of 

the offering as it relates to the theme for 

each year.

The supper afterwards was to our normal 

standard and the fellowship as well as 

the good tucker made for a very interest-

ing conclusion to the evening. Nobody 

seemed to want to go home!

‘Gina Murray

 (Anglican  Women’s Guild of St. 

Matthew’s Dunoon)



DUNOON AND DISTRICT GAZETTE    October-November 07        17

Easter Passiontide Service
A Passiontide meditation in words and music.

A 
combined choir, including mem-

bers of St Andrew’s Choir Lis-

more, and Spiritsong, will be per-

forming a meditation in words and song, 

under the expert direction of Warren Whit-

ney. The meditation will express the range 

of emotions associated with the sorrows 

and despair of the crucifixion and the hope 

of the resurrection. Selections to be per-

formed come from:  Chorales by JS Bach, 

who composed cantatas for each Sunday 

of the church year, excerpts from Han-

del’s Messiah, a huge oratorio composed 

in under a month. Lacrimosa  and Amen 

from Mozart’s unfinished masterpiece, 

Requiem; as well as his Ave Verum. More 

contemporary works including Stainer’s 

God So Loved the World, and pieces from 

Gabriel Faure, John Rutter and Andrew 

Lloyd-Webber, will also be on the pro-

gramme. Music will be interspersed with 

short contemplative readings.

 

 Palm Sunday, 1 April, 2012 at 2.00pm 

in St Mary’s Anglican Church, Ballina, 

and 

Good Friday, 6 April at 5.30 pm in St 

Andrew’s Anglican Church, Lismore. 

Free admission, there will be a retiring 

offering. 

All are welcome to this time of reflection 

on the events of Holy Week and Good 

Friday.

Penny Kempler

T
he Men’s Shed is now officially 

up and running. It is located at the 

old Tennis shed next to the oval. 

Initially the Shed will be open from 9am 

– 12pm Tuesdays and Wednesdays, but 

will be opening at other times depending 

on demand.

We invite any interested men from 

Dunoon and the surrounding villages to 

come along to see what we have to offer. 

We are only in the early stages and need 

new members to assist us with getting 

some projects underway. There is no 

joining fee and membership is open to 

all men of all ages.

The main purpose of ‘The Shed’ is to 

provide a place for men to enjoy each 

others company and to promote self 

worth whilst developing and sharing 

skills for both the individual and the 

community. It can also be a place to just 

hang about with other men and interact

So come along for a cuppa and a chat.

We look forward to your company!

Please contact:

Reg Gregor 6689 5323

Rod Little 6628 2909

Ross McDougall 6689 5954
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    DUNOON MEN’S SHED NEWS WITH  ROSS MCDOUGALL

Can You Help? Northern Rivers Volunteering Centre Are Looking For:
Homework Helpers 

We are urgently looking for com-

mitted volunteer tutors with the 

skills to help young African pri-

mary and high school students in 

a homework club, predominantly 

in the areas of maths, science and 

english.  Fun, relaxed atmosphere.  

For more information please call 

Jeannette Tyler on 6621 7397. 

Art Lovers Wanted

Lismore gallery seeks volunteers 

with a love of art and good com-

munication skills to staff their re-

ception. You will provide info on 

exhibitions, handle cash sales and 

general office duties in a creative 

environment. Choose from 3-hour 

shifts, morning or afternoon. 

For more info call Volunteering 

Northern Rivers 6621 7397.

Drive us Happy!

We are urgently looking for fully 

licensed drivers to help young 

learners complete 120 hours driv-

ing experience to secure their Driv-

ers Licence. Car and fuel will be 

provided, all we ask is your time...

at least 2 hours a week. 

For more information please call 

Jeannette Tyler on 6621 7397
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The Dunoon Gazette 
is back on the web!

Now you can see the whole 

issue in colour!

www.dunoongazette.com

  LISMORE COUNCIL NEWS WITH  CLR. DAVID YARNALLL
Richmond Tweed Regional 

Library (RTRL)
Lismore council has moved to diffuse 

the antagonisms that developed over the 

change in library administration.

At the last Lismore Council meeting 

councillors voted to reform the RTRL 

committee and entrust that committee with 

the job of establishing a new governance 

model between the constituent councils  

Lismore, Ballina, Tweed and Byron.  

In 2008 the RTRL passed a proposal to 

enter into an administrative model with 

Lismore council as the administrator. The 

aim of the new model was primarily to 

solve the administrative conflicts inherent 

in the old 1970’s library agreement and 

1993 Local government Act.

This led to the abandonment of the 

RTRL committee comprising delegates 

from the four councils. Subsequently 

the legislation has been altered at a state 

level which allows other governance 

models, specifically the county council 

model. Tweed supports the administrative 

model but rejects the county council 

model. Byron and Ballina councils prefer 

the county council model and have 

rejected the current administrative model 

with Lismore Council. Consequently 

the  governance of the RTRL is in 

limbo. 

All those involved want the robust, 

efficient library service that we have 

come to expect but the question has 

always been how to achieve this within 

the current legislative framework. At 

times, the debates have become emotional 

and far from positive. In this light LCC 

has decide to step back and reconvene 

the RTRL committee to establish a way 

forward. I hope all parties can come 

together in the spirit of regional co-

operation . Our library service is too 

valuable a community asset to be left in 

administrative limbo.

Finances 
Recent council reports have highlighted 

council’s $10 million deficit. While some 

have chosen to make political capital out 

of this figure. it is important to look at 

the facts to see what the deficit consists 

of.

This deficit is not a cash deficit but 

a deficit after accounting for non-cash 

items such as depreciation. For many 

years council has valued it’s assets, e.g. 

roads and buildings, based on the cost of 

construction. As time goes by and prices 

increase this method is inadequate in 

establishing the funds required to replace 

the assets. 

Consequently, council has moved 

to change the accounting basis for 

depreciation from the cost basis to the 

replacement basis or ‘fair value’. This 

means that our assets are valued at what 

it will cost to replace them not what it 

cost to build them. Replacing an asset 

always costs more than the original 

building costs to construct the assets. As 

a result council’s deficit has jumped to 

$10m. Doesn’t look good does it? But 

essentially this is what should have been 

done years ago but wasn’t. 

Councils budget now gives a more 

realistic picture of the difficulties facing 

our finances as council plans to replace 

assets. This is the start of proper asset 

accounting   We now have the complete 

picture of what is required to replace 

our assets. While the picture is not 

encouraging it will enable council to plan 

more appropriately for the future and 

assist council in gaining funding from 

the other two tiers of government. 

Council total budget is over $100m while 

council collects $22m from rates. The 

discrepancy between the two figures 

goes a long way to explaining why 

councils assets are in such poor condition. 

We cannot afford new assets until we 

adequately maintain our existing assets. 

Community Strategic Plan
Council is embarking on the biggest 

community consultation project in the 

history of Lismore council. Community 

forums will be conducted across the local 

government area plus an in depth random 

survey. Some of you may have already 

been contacted to take part. This will 

inform the new council about where the 

community want council’s money spent 

and more importantly where the cuts will 

be made.

During the  random survey, participants 

will be asked to absorb information on 

councils financial situation and to register 

where council’s priorities should be. In 

2007 respondents were simply asked 

where council should spend money. Quite 

clearly the answer was roads. However 

the real question is what to cut? 

This is essentially the difference between 

the 2007 and 2012 survey.  In 2012 

respondents will be given the complete 

picture of council’s finances and asked 

to comment on where the money will 

54d Terania Street, 

North Lismore

Phn: 6621 4688
nrpotterysupplies@gmail.com

www.nrpotterysupplies.com.au

Closed weekends and public holidays

Wheel Hire & Firing Service Available

Call Paula for information about

the Lismore Potters Group

•Martin C’s Print Shop•
City Printing ~ Country ServiceCity Printing ~ Country Service

Ph: 6622 3111, Fax: 6622 2474

111 Dawson Street, Lismore

More than 25 years experience in quality 
printing at very competitive prices.

- Pick up & delivery -
phone or drop in for friendly advice
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come from to finance the priorities. The 

random nature of the survey will ensure 

that those with particular interests will 

not dominate and distort the results. 

This will give a far clearer idea of where 

council should be heading and a more 

complex answer than sack the GM, cut 

staff wages and get rid of the cars. 

The results of the survey will inform 

council’s priorities for the next four 

years and provide the community 

with greater confidence that Lismore 

Council is listening to the community 

and heeding their advice. Further it 

will deter councillors from pursuing pet 

projects that do not have the support of 

the community.

 

Council as a corporation?
I often hear statements along the lines 

that ‘council should be run as a business’ 

and I’d like to explore this concept. 

Council should run on best business 

practice to ensure that ratepayers and 

taxpayers dollars are spent efficiently as 

possible.  Waste should be minimised, 

efficiencies improved and processes 

reviewed. 

I have worked on promoting this in 

council with budget reviews, the review 

of several key departments and the 

establishment of an internal audit. We 

have a new General Manager who has 

a background as an engineer focusing 

on asset management. Soon Council 

is to embark on a review of business 

application processes through the  

proposed Australian Business Excellence 

Framework project. 

Council is responsible to the Dept. of 

Local Govt to ensure that processes 

are carried out according to the Local 

Government Act not the Corporations 

or Company Act. But there is a more 

fundamental difference between council 

and businesses or corporations. Council 

is not run in order to provide profits to 

shareholders, owners or investors. 

In fact council takes on the many tasks 

that corporations or businesses neglect 

because the tasks do not make profits. 

Think of swimming pools, sports 

grounds, roads, community services and 

yes art galleries. If council was to make 

a profit, rates would more than likely rise 

by 500%! Charges for road usage would 

need to be considered. Pool fees and 

sports ground charges would increase 

so much the no-one could afford to use 

them. 

To avoid this economic and social 

disaster, council subsidises most charges 

to spread the burden throughout the 

community while relying on State 

and Federal Governments to cover 

the shortfall. But this situation is 

unsustainable and council’s will need 

to look towards generating further 

income while lobbying for constitutional 

recognition of local government.  

 

“Good sense does not always lie with 

the loudest shouters, nor can we say that 

a large unruly crowd is always the best 

arbiter of what is right.” Archbishop 

Desmond Tutu. 

The views expressed in this article 

are the views of the author and not 

necessarily those of Lismore City 

Council.

Nik Hyde
Plumber & Drainer

New installations/Renovations

Roofing/Guttering
Solar systems/Hot water services

Septic Systems
Free estimates

Commercial & Domestic
 24hr Service

Dunoon 6689 5174

Mob: 0428 753 796

Electrical 

Contractor
Warren Lewis

Lic no 25239

Domestic - Commercial - Solar
Rewires - Repairs 

General Maintenance
24 hour service

Tel: 6689 5034
mobile: 0428 539354

Give us a go!!!
Whian Whian Road, Whian Whian

Mob: 0414 974 102

Is your garden or lawn in need of help? 

Then look no further then Multitask 

Green Team for all your garden 

maintenance needs.  They provide 

plants and landscape maintenance 

services at very affordable prices for a 

range of different customers including 

Dept Education, Bunnings, Norco, 

Lismore Council and Lismore Shop-

ping Square.  They have full insur-

ances and Work Cover accreditation 

along with qualified supervisors. 

This experienced and reliable crew 

are now equipped with a 4ft Zero 

Turn Mower and will visit you in the 

Lismore/Goonellabah and surround-

ing districts. The Multitask City Farm 

Nursery sells a large selection of 

popular shrubs, groundcovers and 

natives, for your domestic garden or 

landscaping needs.  The Nursery is 

having its annual spring sale at the 

Lismore Show from 18th October to  

the 21st October 2007, so come on 

down and grab some plants at whole-

sale prices for your backyard, school 

playground or landscaping project. 

So join the satisfied clients who are enjoy-

ing the benefits of utilising this cost effec-

tive & reliable service.  You can obtain a 

no obligation FREE quote simply by call-

ing 66274911 or 0411 337 666
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  PACIFIC ISLAND DIARIES WITH CHARLES BETTERIDGE

“Queen Emma” in 19th Century New Guinea. Part 5.

A
fter the failed de Ray’s expedi-

tions to set up a French colony 

in the New Ireland Province of 

PNG (in part 4), Emma’s attention was 

now focussed on the mainland of New 

Britain as she looked over from Mioko Is-

land towards the Gazelle Peninsula. Em-

ma’s dream of setting up an empire starts 

to take shape.

She made personal contact with the chiefs 

around Blanche Bay, and induced them 

to sell large defined areas to her, and she 

also got possession of tiny archipelagos 

for the equivalent of a song. The chief of 

the Mortlocks (a little group of islands 

200 miles eastward of New Ireland), sold 

her those islands for four axes and ten 

pounds of tobacco; and it was reported 

– and never denied – that she acquired the 

French Islands (a cluster of islands north 

of New Britain, now called Witu), for 50 

Pounds.

Farrell approved the purchase of the small 

islands because their native groves of 

coconuts offered abundant copra. But he 

insisted, again, that he could see no sense 

in buying – even if the price were only a 

few trade goods – the large areas of land 

on the mainland.

But Emma was adamant. She believed 

that there would be a colony of rich 

planters there one day and that her lands 

would not lay idle for long. Already she 

could see her many brothers and sisters 

transplanted from Samoa, which offered 

them fewer opportunities there.

Farrell did not take her seriously. Nor 

could he guess that the first layer of the 

future colonists of German New Guinea 

would be largely Coe. Not only was Jonas 

M. Coe, (Emma’s father), a marrying 

man, he also begot children who begot 

begetters.

By mid-1882, Emma had with her in 

Mioko, or on the way, her brother John, 

her own ten-year old son, her sister Phoebe 

and husband, her niece Emma Meredith 

and her mother, Leutu. Many more Coes 

joined her before the end of that decade 

while the first contingent became part of 

Emma’s Ralum establishment.

Meanwhile in 1882-3, the business of 

Farrell and Company was growing rapidly, 

and Farrell was busy with his ships. 

Emma kept the accounts and had charge 

of Mioko headquarters; and, from the 

moment Parkinson joined her, they began 

to organise plantations on the Kiningunan 

coast of Blanche Bay, and plan in that 

area the headquarters establishment that 

afterwards became Ralum (port) and 

Gunantambu (Emma’s residence).

Parkinson in 1882 examined the whole 

coastline, and a few days inspection 

convinced him that the country behind 

the Kiningunan coast was made for the 

tropical planter. Anything ever cultivated 

between Cancer and Capricorn, he 

declared, would grow in that wonderful 

volcanic soil.

Parkinson was nonetheless, and with 

reason, worried about security, both 

from the local natives and from future 

governments. Germany, he knew, already 

had plans for going in there.

To Emma, however, any plans Germany 

might have for annexation were all to the 

good. They would, she believed, control 

the natives and she had already provided, 

as far as she was able, against any future 

confiscation of the land she had acquired.

She told Parkinson how, as she had 

purchased each parcel of land from a 

native chief, she had him put his signature, 

or mark, in the presence of witnesses, 

upon a document, the form of which 

she had especially prepared. She also 

told him what she had done with those 

documents.

More experienced than Parkinson with 

New Guinea natives, Emma had already 

decided that they could not rely on the 

untrustworthy locals for plantation labour 

but that they would try to recruit men from 

the large island of Buka, immediately 

northwest of Bougainville. These people 

were very black, strong, brave, and 

Europeans who had engaged them had 

found them trustworthy.

Parkinson, in time, found the black 

islanders to be all that she said they 

were. The operation took months, but 

eventually he brought 150 of them over to 

New Britain to become boss-boys, police-

boys and pace setters for the large force of 

natives whom they used on planting and 

building.

A dozen Bukas were selected and 

specially trained as a personal guard for 

Parkinson who, as he surveyed Emma’s 

lands and directed planting operations, 

was in constant danger of attack.

The Bukas had come more readily to New 

Britain because the tribes around Blanche 

Bay were there hereditary enemies and 

local natives were to find that the Bukas 

were merciless, deadly fighters.

“The German professor, (Parkinson), and 

Front of Queen Emma’s home at Gunantambu, 1914
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his bodyguard of Bukas,” buying land 

and surveying it, and taking possession, 

perhaps accomplished more than any 

other single factor at the time, in taming 

that country and laying the foundations of 

a great planting industry in New Guinea.

The chiefs did not really understand the 

Europeans’ system of buying their land, 

but they did learn much from frequent 

visits by the tall, thin, bearded Parkinson, 

who came armed and horsed, and guarded 

by eight or ten implacable black devils 

who were always ready to shoot; and they 

learned something also from occasional 

calls by little English and German warships 

which liked to let off their big guns.

As the Blanche Bay coast became safer, 

Emma and Parkinson finally selected for 

their headquarters the spot they named 

Ralum, midway between Cape Gazelle 

and Raluana Point. From here, with 

much coming and going between Ralum 

and Mioko and Matupi (near Rabaul), 

where Godeffroy and Hernsheim and 

lesser trading firms soon established large 

stations, the Farrell-Forsyth-Parkinson 

planting enterprise 

fanned north and south 

along the coast, and deep 

inland.

But until the 1890’s, the 

ferocious local natives 

held virtual control 

over much of the rich 

lands in the interior of 

the Gazelle Peninsula. 

Every now and again 

they would pounce, and 

kill, and often eat, the 

thrusting traders; but the 

traders, like hungry ants, 

kept on coming. It was 

estimated that the natives 

in Weber Bay alone, 

between 1878 and 1882, 

killed 14 traders; and that 

in the whole of that area, 

in 1873-1883, they killed 

about 100 people, and ate 

a proportion of them.

Thus, the native people 

thereabouts gained an 

evil reputation, although 

the blame was far from 

being all theirs. From 

about 1875 until the 

Germans took control 

in the late 1880’s, 

what were virtually 

slavers preyed upon all the New Britain 

– Solomon Islands region, and carried 

off countless shiploads of Melanesians 

into forced labour on the plantations of 

Samoa, Queensland and Fiji.   

Sometimes, there was about it a semblance 

of law, wherein the chief, in return for trade 

goods, supplied a stipulated number of 

labourers for a certain term of years. But, 

far too frequently, the natives simply were 

trapped and carried off by unscrupulous 

Europeans. Naturally, the outraged natives 

retaliated upon the nearest trader, or the 

first white man that came along.

Farrell was deep in this “labour recruiting 

trade”, and Emma shared in its profits, 

but she always insisted that Farrell and 

Company’s “recruiting” was orderly, 

and that the “repatriation” clauses of the 

“contracts” were scrupulously observed. 

Nonetheless, the overseas labour traffic 

stank; and the records indicate that Emma 

hated her association with it.

Parkinson, however, was happy. Never did 

a planner and builder have more cause to 

be, than he. He surveyed the coastal plains 

and low hills, and laid out plantations 

of coconuts, cotton, broom millet, and 

“experimental hectares of innumerable 

tropical fruit and food plants. He went 

exploring along the south coast – and he 

selected a spot at Ralum beach for boat- 

jetties and goods sheds, facing a good 

anchorage. He used native materials to 

build a residence, with extensive kitchens, 

stores and barracks, for himself and his 

family.

With Emma and his wife Phoebe, Parkinson 

located an ideal site at Ralum for the home 

of which Emma had dreamed. It was on a 

high, fertile terrace, looking out eastwards 

over the sea to the Duke of York Islands, 

a dozen miles away. Simpsonhaven was 

around to the north, plainly in sight, 

where Matupit Village lay on its island in 

the shadow of a volcano, always sulkily 

smoking.

With the site for Gunantambu homestead 

chosen, ships from Samoa and Australia, 

East Indies and Philippines and Africa, 

soon were bringing in trees and shrubs 

nominated by the tireless German 

botanist, Parkinson; and all were carefully 

planted around the Forsyth-Parkinson 

establishment.

They were busy, purposeful years, 1882-

1883, for Emma and her clan.

To be continued.......



22    October - November 07   DUNOON AND DISTRICT GAZETTE April/May 2012
22

  DUNOON PUBLIC SCHOOL NEWS WITH  GENEVIEVE SLOCOMBE

B
efore our very eyes, trees, grass 

and all things green are bursting 

with consistent and lush growth 

– children are much the same!  Only one 

term into their school education and our 

new Kindergarten children are flourishing 

with the challenge and enjoyment of learn-

ing new things each day. (Enough of the 

“creative writing” - we should leave that 

to the students!)

Eleven Kindergarten children began school 

at Dunoon this year and the combined 

enrolment is fifty eight students.    

The first major event for the year was the 

District Swimming Carnival.  A wet old 

day at Alstonville pool but the program 

was completed and we congratulate Ruby 

who qualified for the Zone Carnival!

We began Enrichment Groups on Friday 

afternoons with a wonderful team of parent 

volunteers who are coming in each Friday 

for 3 weeks to run some imaginative 

programs with small groups.  Tee pee 

building, mosaic murals, woodwork, 

creative writing, soccer, newspaper 

creation and music improvisation are 

some of the clever ideas the students are 

enjoying.

At the end of March, The Police Youth 

Liaison Officer, Senior Constable Struan 

Presgrove, is coming to deliver a very 

informative session on Cyber Safety - 

staying safe while using the internet, to  Year 

4 / 5 / 6 

students. This will 

be followed with a 

parent information 

session and 

discussion on 

the implications 

of children’s use 

of social media 

and parents’ 

responsibilities in 

the cyber world.

Can’t wait for 

an Antarctic 

Experience!  Also 

in March we will be 

hearing Len Trace 

tell his captivating 

stories from his 2 year adventure, trying 

to work in the unpredictable howling 

blizzards and ice-cold temperatures of 

Australia’s Casey Research Station.  

Students in all classes are currently 

studying various aspects of the Antarctic 

continent.

A Gala Sports afternoon and BBQ after 

school have been arranged for the end of 

term.  We’re joining up with the “Men and 

Family Centre” to initiate a Gala Sports 

Afternoon followed by a BBQ especially 

for all our Dads.  It should be great fun and 

lots of encouragement for children whose 

Dads don’t often get an opportunity to be 

involved at school.

Our K/1 and 1/2/3 classes will be hearing 

from an expert in the field of pet care 

and ownership.  The Responsible Pet 

Ownership School Education Program 

delivers teaching on:

• the key characteristics of being a 

responsible pet owner

• the important role pets play in the 

community

• how to act safely around dogs

The aim of this program is to reduce the 

number of dog attacks on small children.

The term concludes with our famous 

Grandparents Morning Tea!  Lots of great 

food and entertainment  from your gorgeous 

children.  So, if you are a Grandparent, or 

a senior in our community, don’t miss it!
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  MODANVILLE SCHOOL NEWS WITH  JENNY STAPLES

The LIFELINE SHOP
@ Casino St 

South Lismore
Open 9.30-4.15 MON-FRI  9-12 SAT

THOUSANDS of BOOKS @ GREAT prices! HEAPS of RECYCLED CLOTHING @ bargain prices! 

PLUS a great shopping atmosphere! Your purchase is your donation and your donation stays in the 

Northern Rivers helping mental health. Clothing donations always appreciated.

The Lifeline Furniture Warehouse is open 8.30- 4.30 weekdays 

& now open Saturdays 9-1

Please visit 23 Three Chain Rd South Lismore  to discover a good range of quality preloved furniture at 

BARGAIN prices,we are also open eftpos welcome.

All proceeds to your local 13 11 14 Telephone crises counselling service.

Dunoon General Practice
100 James Street, Dunoon

Dr. Gillian Ette
Dr. Nathan Kesteven

Surgery open Monday, �ursday and Fridays 9am - 2.30pm

and occasional other days

Phone: 6689 5811 or 6689 5822
Fax: 6689 5833

Bulk billing available

H
ere we are well into 2012 with 

Term1 nearing the end. This year 

promises to be a challenging and 

rewarding one for our students and staff 

at Modanville. The early part of Term 1 is 

always a busy one with new classes set-

tling into their routines. Teachers have 

conducted after school information ses-

sions for parents to acquaint them with the 

programs and class organization. 

This year we have welcomed back Ms 

Kimberley Taylor who is replacing Ms 

Azzopardi on Kinder/Year 1, while she 

is on maternity leave looking after her 

new baby girl, Audrey.  Our fourteen 

new Kindergarten students have settled 

in well. Miss Azzopardi is planning to 

return to school later in the year. We also 

have Ms Yvette Bice on Year 3/4 who 

has replaced Ms Kerr, also on maternity 

leave following the birth of her little boy, 

Charlie in October.

Mrs Laverick has been busy with the 

students replanting the vegie garden with 

the help of Renee Borrow, one of our 

keen parents. It has been great to see the 

interest of the children when they see 

something they can eat growing.

Our Dunoon PSSA Swimming carnival 

was held in February at Alstonville Pool. 

The children from years 3 to 6 were very 

enthusiastic and made it a huge success 

despite the rainy weather. There was a 

high level of participation in the 25 metre 

race and students eager to swim in the 

50m event.  Our congratulations go to 

the successful swimmers from our school 

who went on to represent the school at the 

Northern Rivers Zone carnival. All our 

relay teams qualified in the top heat and 

performed admirably. Congratulations to 

Kaitlyn, Claire, Lachlan, Jack C, Rachel 

C, Marley, Justin, Madelene, Jemma, 

Darby, Annika, Rachael, Samuel and 

Tyereece for their efforts.

Ten keen cricketers have also competed 

in the State Cricket Knockout comp 

representing Dunoon District. They were 

successful in winning their game against 

Mullumbimby and look forward to the 

next matches.

It’s is a big term for reading with a 

Scholastic Book Fair being held in the 

library over the next few weeks. The 

children enjoy looking at the wide range 

available and selecting their own materials 

to buy and read at home. Our school 

also benefits from the sales by adding 

some new books to the collection. With 

the Easter theme, we hope to see many 

lovely Easter hats on the 26th March. Our 

competitions winners will be announced 

and wonderful hats shown. All parents 

and friends are invited to visit us on the 

day. This will be a great way to kick off 

the National Year of Reading.

People in the Modanville area may like 

to visit the Richmond Tweed Mobile 

Library Van which calls at our school 

every second Tuesday from 2.00pm to 

3.30pm. It’s a good opportunity to borrow 

some reading material and it’s free. The 

next visit is Tuesday 20th March then 

Tuesday 3rd April.

On the 15th March the whole school went 

all out to look wild and weird on Crazy 

Hair Day. This was organised to raise 

money for Leukaemia research. Students 

dressed casually and gave a gold coin 

donation. A Crazy Hair stall run by the 

older students was available for kids who 

came to school without their hair done. 

Everyone had a fun day.

The P and C recently held its Annual 

General Meeting. The school has 

benefited enormously from the wonderful 

work done by the parents involved and 

we hope this year’s group will be just as 

enthusiastic. Just some of the facilities 

and resources that the students have 

benefited from include air conditioning 

in all classrooms including recently a new 

unit in the library, adventure playground, 

fencing around the games court, literacy 

and numeracy materials and running the 

canteen twice a week. The P and C 

recently held a family Bingo night to 

welcome new and existing parents to the 

start of the new school year. The event 

was another success and we all look 

forward to the next social one.

At times our school has required a small 

bus to take students to sporting or other 

events. We would like to thank the 

Dunoon Sports Club for the use of their 

bus when needed and also for the $1000 

to assist with our swimming program 

later in the year. They have also kindly 

offered the proceeds of the Friday night 

meat raffles which helped to pay for our 

air conditioning.

Recycling old batteries, DVDs, CDs, 

printer cartridges and mobile phones has 

proved to be a great benefit to our school 

as we have received another $300 worth 

of free library books from the scheme this 

term. These items take a huge amount of 

time to break down in the ground so it is 

important to collect them and put them 

to good use We have a collection point at 

Modanville School so if you have any of 

these to recycle, please drop them into the 

office or put them into the letter box on 

your way past for recycling.

Have a happy and safe Easter break and 

hopefully the changeable weather will be 

more settled.
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 WHIAN WHIAN SCHOOL NEWS WITH  KIM READ  & DAVE CONDON L

W
elcome back for a new year 

at Whian Whian Public 

School.  All the students 

have settled back in and our two new 

kindergarten boys are happily in-

volved in the daily routine. We started 

the term with the Swimming Carni-

val at Alstonville Pool, even though 

the weather wasn’t  the greatest,  the 

children had a good day cheering and 

participating.

Years 2 – 6 have been working on 

projects, the girls chose ‘Under the Sea’ 

and the boys ‘Ancient Greece’.  Lots of 

research culminated in an assortment of 

wonderful diorama’s and  posters.  The 

K – 1 students have been working on the 

letters of the alphabet with great dress-

ups on Wednesday mornings and bright, 

colourful art and craft.

Every 3 weeks assembly is held to 

showcase some of the children’s work 

and practice their public speaking. 

Friends and family are welcome to 

come and watch. Awards are given for 

a variety of subjects and reasons from 

participation to excellent work.

Students are now developing hitting, 

catching and throwing skills and  

playing t-ball as well as some doing 

some running in sport. 

Our first science lesson with Dr 

Nathan looked at osmosis, doing some 

experiments with cut potato placed in 

different solutions. The children also 

made some coloured slime and learnt 

why popcorn pops when cooked.

Our two Year 6 students have attended 

their first experience day at Richmond 

River High School which assists in a 

smooth transition in 2013.  They meet 

other students and teachers and learn 

to find their way around the school as 

well as getting involved in some of the 

classes.

One writing task of the week was a 

narrative, this is by Gabby:

The Little Girl and the Two Giants

Once upon a time there was a girl who 

loved to explore.  One day she went into 

the forest and found an enormous tree.  

The tree had a door, five windows, a 

ladder and a slide.  The little girl slowly 

opened the huge door.  After she had 

opened the huge door, she looked inside 

at the huge furniture.  The little girl went 

inside the enormous tree and shut the 

door.  But then a few minutes later the 

door opened and two giants stepped in 

the door. The little girl struggled up the 

stairs and under a giant’s bed, but the 

giants ran up the stairs after the little 

girl. The girl saw the giants coming 

for her so she was as quiet  as a mouse 

and sneakily ran down the huge stairs 

through the gap in the door and to her 

house, and never went to the forest 

again.

Playgroup will hold it’s annual  Easter 

hat making and Easter egg hunt on 

Wednesday 4th April from 9.30am at the 

school . Everyone is welcome.

For any enquiries please contact the 

school on 6689 5240 or have a look at out 

website www.whianwhian-p.schools.

nsw.edu.au
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  DUNOON PRE SCHOOL NEWS WITH  JILLIAN BOWLES

H
ello from all of us at Dunoon 

Preschool. The New Year brings 

new changes at preschool, with 

Michelle Gray appointed as committee 

president. Annette Deal, Petrina Little 

and Emma Stone join Michelle on the 

executive committee. The committee are 

the back bone of our community organi-

sation and over the past five years I’ve 

been here, we’ve had wonderful repre-

sentation. 

The committee make the big decisions.  

Once again this year, the underlying 

focus has been to keep our fees very 

affordable. Our fees remain low and there 

had been no increase for a long time. 

Last year, and this year, we’ve offered 

children in the year before school a ten 

dollar reduction per week regardless of 

income:  For example, a family with a 

health care card will pay $16, or less, 

for the first day and only $6, or less, for 

the second day for their four year old.  

When the Labor Government set about 

to reform preschools from 2007, they 

had a vision for all four year olds to 

have access to an educational preschool 

programme for 15 hours a week.  

The committees over the years have 

maintained the core value that we are 

a community preschool for all children 

in the area. The committee also took 

the initiative in 2010 to increase our 

daily allowable number to 25 places and 

open five days a week. This has allowed 

flexibility for the parents in choosing 

days that suit their family’s needs.

When the rain showers pass occasionally 

we are able to set up climbing frames 

in the front yard. Ben, Banjo and Inda 

display their balancing skills. Banjo 

is on the roller coaster frame. This 

frame is particularly tricky to master 

and demonstrates the child’s ability 

to orientate spatially as they move up, 

down and over.

We have such a wealth of talent within 

our parent body, as Laila sets about 

teaching a group of willing participants 

to roll and mould clay into pots and mugs. 

The finished articles were impressive. 

There has been a focus this term on 

bodies. Doctor Iris is tending to the sick 

teddy in home corner whilst Inda paints 

an outline of her body. An understanding 

of self is the cornerstone to having a 

strong sense of wellbeing and allows for 

the child to take responsibility for their 

own health and physical wellbeing.

Until next time.
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VILLAGE HALLS

Mon 7.30pm
Indoor Bowls

Ron 6689 5018

Wed 10am
Community Group

Ron 6689 5018

Wed 6.00 - 

7.30pm

Wu-Chi Kung Fu

erard Shea

0449 105 678

Thurs 5.30pm

Exercise Class

Mark Roberts

0419 831 424

Thurs 7.30pm
Euchre

John 6688 6563

Sun 9.30am
Sunday School

Christadelphians

Sun 11am

Church Service

Christadelphians

Ray Patch 

6689 5229

DUNOON HALL

Community members welcome. For all book-
ings please contact Dunoon PO 6689 5101

Tullera Hall 6628 2488

Corndale Hall
David Hunter

6628 4364

Dorroughby Hall 6689 5013

Whian Whian Hall 6689 5839

The Channon Hall
General Store

6688 6240

CHURCH SERVICES

DUNOON ANGLICAN

Holy Communion Every Sunday 9.30am

Guild meets first Sunday of every month after 

Church

CHRISTADELPHIAN ECCLESIA

Sunday School 9.30am 

Memorial Meeting 11am each Sunday

Bible Address on occassions

6689 5229

DUNOON CATHOLIC CHURCH

1st & 3rd Sundays 9.30am

GOOLMANGAR 

CATHOLIC CHURCH

SPORTS
Channon/Dunoon

Pony Club
6688 6302

Channon Tennis Club 6688 6165

Dunoon Sports Club

Enquiries & Cricket
6689 5444

Dunoon Social Golf

Chris Gulliver

6689 5147

0428 428 165

Dunoon Soccer

Andy Bain

Geoff Perrin

6689 5898

0427 942 184

0429 090 946

DunoonTennis

Graeme Drew

Marilyn Kent

6689 5264

Tullera Tennis Club

Pauline Leeson
668 2224

BUS TIME TABLES

DEPARTS Whian Whian 7.55am

Dunoon Sch 8.06am

ARRIVES Greaves 8.09am

Lismore PO 8.45am

DEPARTS Spinks Park 3.20pm

Trinity Sch. 3.30pm

Richmond RivSch 3.34pm

ARRIVES Dunoon 4.02pm

Whian Whian 4.15pm

WHIAN WHIAN - LISMORE
School Days Only

School Bus Service
6628 4101

DUNOON BUS SERVICE
6624 8734/0412 248 503

Bus For Hire
Service is ‘Hail & Ride’ at any point along the route

DURING SCHOOL TERM:
DEPARTS Dorroughby Hall 7.55am

Rocky Creek Dam 8am

Donohue St. Dunoon 8.06am

Numulgi Creek Road 8.09am

Dunromin Dr. Modanville 8.12am

Tullera Hall 8.17am

McLeay Road 8.23am

Richmond River High 8.30am

Lismore High 8.41am

Wyrallah Rd. Public Sch 8.46am

OLL Public School 8.51am

ARRIVES Lismore Bus Park 8.56am

DEPARTS LISMORE BUS PARK 3.30PM

DURING SCHOOL HOLIDAYS:
DEPARTS Dorroughby Hall 8.30am

Dunoon Store 8.40am

Modanville Store 8.45am

Tullera Hall 8.52am

Minschull Crescent 8.56am

Molesworth St. 9am

ARRIVES Lismore Bus Park 9.07am

DEPARTS LISMORE BUS PARK 3.30PM

COMMUNITY MARKETS

1ST SUNDAY Lismore Car Boot

Byron Bay

2ND SUNDAY The Channon

3RD SATURDAY Mullumbimby

3RD SUNDAY Lismore Car Boot

Nimbin

4TH SUNDAY Bangalow

The Channon Craft Markets
Contact: Christine McFadden

6688 6433

secretary@thechannonmarket.org.au

Organic Produce Market
Every Tuesday 8-11am and Thurs 4-7pm

Lismore Showgrounds

Farmer’s Markets
Every Saturday 8am Lismore Showgrounds

Lismore Con Artists Markets
1st Sat of the month 11am,  Cnr Keen and Magellan

FIRE PERMIT OFFICERS
DUNOON

Barry Watts 6689 5359

Aline Feebrey 6689 5438

Ross McDougall 0409 425 551

TULLERA

John Hildebrand 0408 282 224

Dusty Miller 6622 2825

THE CHANNON

John Hutchison 6688 6480

Tony Roden 6689 1562

Neale Hayter 6688 6171

J.J. Bruce 6688 6453

ROSEBANK

De Condos 6688 1163

Doug Rowley 6688 2137

Eric Kinchin 6688 2217

WILDLIFE CARERS

Northern Rivers Wildlife Carers 6628 1866

WIRES Animal Rescue 24hr Hotline

6628 1898

OTHER USEFUL NUMBERS

Dunoon Lodge

Gordon Starkey
6689 5166

Dunoon Public 

School P & C

Graham Jordan

6689 5300

Northern Rivers

Animal Shelter

Robyn

6681 1860

For Junior Guides 
(ages 7 - 9 years) and 

Guides (ages 10 – 15 years) 
please contact 

Helen Hargreaves on 
6689 5294 (b.hours) 

or 6689 5254 
after hours.

April/May 2012
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SCHOOLS

PRESCHOOLS

PLAYGROUPS

Dunoon Public School 6689 5208

Modanville Public School 6628 2234

Corndale Public School 6628 4305

The Channon Public School 6688 6236

Whian Whian Public School 6689 5240

Dunoon Pre School 6689 5396

The Channon Children’s Centre 6688 6330

Dunoon After School/

Vacation Care

6689 5930

Tullera/Modanville Playgroup 6689 5381

Accommodation Imogen’s Farmstay & Winery 6689 5672

Accountant TNR 6621 8544

Admin/Secretarial Skills Sarah Ogier 6689 5407

Advertising Dunoon Gazette 6689 5954

Bottle Shop Dunoon Store 6689 5225

Mary G’s 6622 2924

Builder Multi Span Kit Buildings 6687 9954

Lic no:196173c

Building Materials (Recycled) South Lismore 6622 2129

Bus Service Dunoon 6624 8734

Whian Whian 6628 4101

Carpenter Andrew Dorieans 0434 913 708

John Ferronato 0429 895 130

A/H 6689 9437

Caterer Annabelle Crow 6689 5276

Doctor Dr. Gillian Ette 6689 5811

Dog Grooming Janet Goodwin 6628 2910

Earthmoving Tom Thumb - Jeremy 0458 895 414

Electricial Services Warren Lewis 6689 5034

Afterglow Electrical 0432 331 633

Farm Services Tony Gifford 0409 938 835

Fencing Contractor Andrew Shepherd 0431 095 583

General Store Dunoon 6689 5225

Insurance Dudgeon & Berry 6621 3000

Laundry Service Clean & Green Laundry 6622 1359

Lismore Neighbourhood Cent. 6621 7397

Livestock Carriers Alan & Tanya Maloney 0438 635 334

Mechanic/Petrol Dunoon Automotive 6689 5137

Monumental Mason Beckinsale 6621 5497

Mortgage Broker Sue James 6689 5780

Mowing/Garden Care John’s Yard Yakka 6628 2224

Painter & Decorater Shane Shaw 0414 668 708

Plumber Nik Hyde 6689 5174

Pottery Supplies North Lismore 6621 4688

Printer Martin C 6622 3111

Rainwater Tanks Smart Rainwater Solutions 0418 662 285

6629 1212

Refrigeration Russell’s 6621 3992

Restaurant Mayfields, Dunoon Sports 6689 5469

Mary G’s 6622 2924

Sports Club Dunoon 6689 5444

Tipper/Handyman Darryn Bassey 6628 2147

Towing Service Bruno Zambelli 6628 2230

Takeaway Modanville 6628 2005

Tractor Repairs Doc Dorahy 6622 2842

Tree Lopping Steve Cubis 6688 6455

Tyres Pirlos 6621 3561

Waste Disposal Richmond Waste 6621 7431

LOCAL PHONE DIRECTORY

DISCLAIMER

The opinions expressed in this newspaper and on its 

website are those of the individual contributors and 

are not necessarily those of the Gazette editor or staff.  

Contents copyright Dunoon & District Gazette.

May not be  reproduced for any purposes without 

written consent.  If you must steal from us, at least 

give us a credit!

Please be aware that if you are attending public func-

tions, your photograph maybe taken and submitted to 

the Gazette for publication in print and on the website. 

If you do not wish for your photo, or photos of mem-

bers of your family to be published please get in touch, 

with complete confidentiality, with the Editor via the 

phone numbers in the deadline column on Pg 2.

TIME ON 

YOUR 

HANDS?
Want to try something different? 

Meet new people?

Further your skills or learn new 

ones?

Why not volunteer?
There are many and varied positions 

available in a range of not-for-profit 

organisations in the Northern Rivers.

Contact Jeannette at Volunteering 

Northern Rivers on 6621 7397 to find 

out how you can start volunteering.

April/May 2012
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COFFEE & CAKE
$5.50

HOT PIE & COKE    
$5.50

88 JAMES STREET, DUNOON TEL: 6689 5225
OPEN 7 DAYS

MON - SAT 7AM - 7PM  
SUNDAYS AND PUBLIC HOLIDAYS 8AM - 6PM

 GREAT RANGE OF LOCAL FRESH FRUIT & VEGETABLES NOW AVAILABLE

FRESH MEATS FROM

HUTLEY BROS. 

LOCAL BUTCHERS

GLUTEN FREE PRODUCTS

ORGANIC HEALTH FOODS

TOFU PRODUCTS

BOTTLE SHOP 
TOP VARIETIES OF 
WINES AND BEERSBREAD, MILK & DAIRY

DUNOON GENERAL STORE
YOUR LOCAL STORE FOR FAMILY FRIENDLY SERVICE

DISCOVER THE FUN OF
BEING A GIRL GUIDE!

Clunes Girl Guide Units have vacancies for girls aged 7-9 and 9-15.  Both Units meet on Tuesdays.  
Join girls from Clunes, Dunoon, Dorroughby, Rosebank and Bexhill for fun activities, camping, life 
skills, canoeing, teamwork and leadership skills. 
Women aged 18 and over are also invited to discover the rewards of being a Guide Leader.  

For more information call Helen 6689 5294

Dunoon 

Indoor Bowls Club
Mondays 7.30pm 
at Dunoon Hall

Enjoy a socialble 
evening.

 No experience 
necessary 

And all at the low cost 
of $2!

Please call 

Ron

 6689 5018

THE CHANNON/DUNOON PONY CLUB
For further details please contact:

Peter Barlow Club President

Hm: 6628 2695

Lisa McFadyen Vice President

Hm: 6629 1023

Mykaella Gosper Club Secretary 

Hm: 6629 3486

Irene Brockhill Treasurer:

Hm: 6686 4798

Fiona Wilders  Club Captain

6628 2690

www.channondunoonponyclub.pcansw.org.au

Meet last Saturday or Sunday 
of every month. 

Beginners and advanced quilters welcome.
Contact Faith Newham

6689 5178

Whian Whian and Dunoon Quilt Group

Northern Rivers

Community Transport

Dunoon Access Bus
A shopping service for people over 

65 and younger people with 

disabilities.

Enquiries & Bookings:

NCT: 6624 7070 or Driver

Graeme Manning

0408 484 995


