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email: monmason@commander360.com)

GAZETTE ADVERTISING RATES
        1 issue    3 issues   6 issues

    (2 months)   (6 months)  (1 year)

A  Small  (30mm H x 60mm W)
    $19.00  $51.00  $93.00
B  Regular  (70mm H x 60mm W)
    $29.00  $75.00  $145.00
C  Medium  (100mm H x 60mm W)  
    $38.00  $102.00  $185.00
D  Large Strip  (65mm H x 195mm W) 
    $59.00  $165.00  $292.00
E  Small Strip  (30mm H x 195mm W)
    $44.00  $121.00  $220.00
F  Half Page  (135mm H x 195mm W)
    $83.00  $220.00  $413.00
G  Full Page  (270mm H x 195 W)
    $132.00  $352.00  $660.00
H  2 X Full Pages - 10%   

Business Directory listing $11 for 6 issues or free with display ad.  
Classified ads, size A, $13 per issue - text only, no images.
Advertorials for new advertisers $38 for one issue. 
Advertorial free with first insertion for a booking of an ad size C - G for 3 or 6 issues.
The Dunoon And District Gazette is not-for-profit and is GST free

All editorial or advertising copy 
and images to be emailed to 

dunoongazette@yahoo.com.au 
or hard copy left at/posted to:

Dunoon Post Office, 
James St., Dunoon 2480

marked Attention Gazette Editor.
Images to be supplied as a .jpg file 
either as an attachment or on disc.

Editor: Paula McDougall
(H) 6689 5954
(W) 6621 4688

Sub Editor & Accounts: Leane Kalnins
Website: Bronwen Campbell

Next Issue:
Aug/Sept 2012
Copy Deadline:

Friday 
July 20th

Thanks as always to all our 
contributors, distributors and 

advertisers
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ADVANCED 
MORTGAGE 
SOLUTIONS

FREE BROKERAGE SERVICE
YOU COULD SAVE $$$$$

Looking to purchase, refinance or free 
up some extra cash and consolidate 

other debts?
Advanced Mortgage Solutions offers a FREE 
Brokerage service helping you every step of the 
way with no appointment fees or charges. 
By accessing up-to-date information from the 
industries leading providers I will compare 
loans from all the Major Banks and Lenders to 
find you a great deal. Please call:

Sue James, Mortgage Broker
6689 5780/0408 605 537

advancedmortgagesolutions@ymail.com
(MFAA) Mortgage Finance of Australia accredited

  ASIC credit Licence number 387072

VOLUNTEER 
DRIVERS 
NEEDED

The Lismore Neighbourhood 
Centre is seeking driving super-
visors to assist Young People 
and African Refugees through 
the Learner driver process in 
our Young Driver Assist and Vol-
unteers on the road programs.

Volunteers are required to hold 
a full driver’s licence. Vehicle 
and fuel costs supplied and you 
can contribute for as little as 1 
hour a week. 

All enquiries call: 
Lismore Neighbourhood Centre 

6621 7397
www.lnci.org.au

This will be my last issue as Edi-
tor of The Gazette. With run-
ning a business and full time 

study at Uni I really don’t have the time 
anymore. I’m finding that when I’ve 
finished Uni assignments, I’m smack 
bang into another issue of the Gazette. 
It feels like my backside is glued to 
the chair in front of the computer and I 
honestly couldn’t tell you the last time 
I had a free weekend.  I’ve been at the 
helm of the Gazette for seven years 
now and have thoroughly enjoyed it. 
It’s been fun recording the goings on 
and the news around the village. 

The Gazette is in a good postion finan-
cially and continutes to grow. Someone 
has put their hand up to take on the 
computer layout so we need somebody 
who is organised to filter stories and 
pics through via email to the produc-
tion person. You’ll also have to make 
the call on what content is included and 
what’s not. The new production whizz 
also runs their own business so is un-
able to take on all of the job, which is 
fair enough. The layout side of things is 
a skill that not everybody has and it’s a 
big chunk of the work, but now that’s 
taken care of it shouldn’t put anyone 
off taking on the role of editor. If you’re 
interested please contact me soon - the 
next issue deadline is in seven weeks 
-  and I will help out with the newbie’s 
first issue if they want me to. 

The big issue around here, incase you 
hadn’t noticed, is the anti CSG move-
ment. Dunoon, Dorroughby, Whian 
Whian and Modanville have very or-
ganised and dedicated groups. Dunnon 
has its own fb page, CSG-Free Dunoon, 
you can look on there and see what is 
being organised and keep up to date 

with what is going on. There is a special 
Pluckers and Poets CSG Free Dunoon 
event at the Club on the long weekend 
in June - Sunday 10th - where Dunoon 
will present lock the road pledges to 
Mayor Jenny Dowell. So make a note 
of that date in your diary, it’s going to 
be a great day. All proceeds go to the 
CSG Free Dunoon campaign. See next 
page for more details. 

Congratulations must go to ‘Gina and 
Shaun Murray’s daughter Alexandra 
who last week graduated from Oxford 
University as a Doctor of Philosophy. 
(See pg. 10). She’s always been a par-
ticularly smart cookie and was a year or 
two ahead of her peers at school. I re-
member when she was first offered the 
scholorship to Oxford and how proud 
we all were of her. It was an amazing 
opportunity only offered to a handful 
of students and one that she worked 
very hard for.  Alexandra is a beautiful 
young woman and she has an amazing 
future ahead of her. I’d like to wish her 
all the best in her new life.

And on that happy note, I’d like to say 
thank you to all the contributors and 
advertisers for all your support dur-
ing my time as Editor. I don’t think I 
made too many mistakes! I’d also like 
to thank Martin C, our printer, who 
has looked after The Gazette for many 
years. Here’s to a new Editor and a new 
beginning for The Gazette!

Warm Regards,

Paula
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Dunoon Declares Itself CSG Free!

After an extensive door-knocking 
and survey campaign, Dunoon has 
declared its roads locked to coal 

seam gas companies. Out of over 300 resi-
dents over the age of 16 surveyed, 98.5% 
are against CSG. And now the foot slog-
ging and number crunching is complete, 
the time has come to officially publicize 
the sentiments of the majority of residents, 
with a celebration.

On Sunday June 10th, at 1.30pm we will 
gather at Dunoon Hall dressed in blue 
and parade to the Club. The aim is to 
recreate the Lismore Rally, where around 
30 Dunoonites in blue wove along like a 
river in the parade of at least 7000, to show 
our opposition to the threat CSG poses to 
our water supply. Dunoon School students 
will be bringing their wacky instruments, 
and will be ready to teach you how to use 
one of these distinctly Dunoonish musical 
oddities. All are welcome. Whether you 
have been concerned about this issue for 
months, or have only just heard about it, 
please come along and take part.

From around 2pm we will hand over our 
individual road declarations to our Mayor, 
Jenny Dowell, and there will be several 
speakers. (I promise you this part will be 
short and sweet, but will pack more than 
several punches.)

Miss Jodie and Bassix will then host a 
celebratory NO CSG for Dunoon Pluckers 
and Poets afternoon. Many of our regular 
performers have written their own songs 

and poems and the usual barbecue 
will be run, as well as afternoon 
tea being available. The Club has 
generously donated all food monies 
on the day to the CSG Free Dunoon 
movement.  Donation buckets will 
also be around the place. CSG Free 
Dunoon is a non-profit group, and 
all monies raised will go towards 
fighting what threatens to be an on-
going battle. 

There will be face painting for 
the kids, and tickets for CSG 
the Musical will be available for 
purchase.

The CSG Free Dunoon group can 
be found on Facebook, and will 
meet on Tuesday nights up until 
the celebration at the Sports Club at 
5.30pm. Please come along if you 
wish to be involved in planning and 
carrying out this day. If you would like to 
donate some home baking, bring it along 
on the day. 

This is a day for celebrating what this 
village of ours is capable of - and YOU are 
part of that, even if your contribution has 
only been saying yes to the survey. Without 
you, we could not have sent such a strong 
message to the coal seam gas companies 
and politicians who are determined to 
undermine the beautiful wild places and 
farmlands of our region. CSG in Dunoon?  
NO FRACKING WAY! 

Note: The road locking strategy initially 
trialled at The Channon is spreading like 
wildfire and the Northern Rivers has many 
areas and individual roads already locked 
down. Whian Whian and Dorroughby 
have begun the process, and Numulgi 
and Clunes will soon be taking on the 
same approach. For more information on 
this strategy, go to the website : www.
csgfreenorthernrivers.org

Carol Shipard

Photo of Dunoon crew at The Channon 
Rally: Madeleine Smith
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I follow the CSG discussions with great 
interst. I think it is something to worry 
about and I have been researching the 

pros and cons extensively on the internet. I 
must admit that I am no chemical engineer 
or expert and because it is so technical, it is 
not an easy topic to understand.

What I have learnt is this: Pros are that  
CSG can create many jobs and provide 
some landowners with additional income. 
Also it will, according to estimates, create 
enough energy for Australia for the next 
120 years. 
The cons are that the fracking process could 
cause water tables to be disturbed and/or 
poisoned, landscapes polluted and even 
cause earthquakes. There is just not enough 
evidence yet to prove it. 

In Japan they made a choice to use 
nuclear energy as a main source of energy 
production. Hundreds of regulations are in 
place to make sure it is all safe. Thousands 
of jobs have been created. But where 
did it go wrong last year? An earthquake 
and tsunami caused a disaster of terrible 
proportions. I know, because we have just 
had five Japanese friends visiting and one 
of them acutally saw the tsunami coming 
and stopping in her backyard. We invited 

them to come and stay with us a year ago 
for as long as they needed to avoid the 
nuclear cloud. They refused because they 
wanted to stay and build up the country 
again. When they came to visit recently 
they brought newspapers showing us the 
terrible disaster. It was quite emotional, I 
can tell you.

I think we shouldn’t take the risk of the 
fracking process for CSG. But I also think 
we have to put our money where our mouth 
is. 

After reading the ‘CSG-Free Dunoon’ story 
in the last issue of The Dunoon Gazette, 
I immediately donated $1000 to the CSG 
Free Northern Rivers via their website 
mentioned in the article. As you know, I am 
trying to get my solar farm up and running 
here in Dunoon because I believe that solar 
is the way to go for our energy needs, not 
CSG or nuclear. Solar power may appear 
to be expensive to some at the moment, 
but how expensive will cheap CSG be in 
the end for us? Japan has already paid the 
price. Solar doesn’t pollute and doesn’t 
make a noise or cause earthquakes. And 
there are options available now that aren’t 
cost prohibitive at all to have solar panels 
installed—just Google RoofJuice.

The good news is my solar farm has been 
approved by Lismore City Council. Now, I 
have to find a retailer to take my electricity 
to supply it to the customer. This is proving 
hard at the moment because electricity 
prices trade every half an hour. Until at 
least a month after the carbon tax comes in 
on July 1, 2012, it is impossible to settle a 
price agreement with a retailer. The positive 
news is that NORCO has expressed interest 
in buying my power, which is great. 

So, if you really want to do something 
positive—if you want your energy generated 
in your own community—then get in touch 
with me by sending a letter of intention or 
interest in having your electricity supplied 
from Dunoon Solar Farm at this email 
address: chrisvandenbergh2007@gmail.
com

I need people to start supporting this venture 
to get it off the ground, so if you have any 
questions please get in touch.

Chris vanden Bergh
Paula McDougall
Pic this page Gina Crane and pics opposite 
page Ove Altmann

June/July  2012   6

The Clean and Safe Alternative to CSG is Already 
Here in Dunoon
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No Means No. When Will the Government Get It? 
Lismore, Saturday April 12, 2012: 
More than 7,000 people from all 
over the Northern Rivers came 
together to send a loud and clear 
message to our representatives 
in government: The people of 
the Northern Rivers are united  
in opposition to CSG mining in 
our area. Dunoon, Whian Whian, 
Dorroughby and Modanville were 
well represented and Dunoon will 
soon follow Modanville with a 
‘lock the roads’ strategy. Many 
thanks to everyone who has been 
a part, however small, of this in-
credibly galvanising journey to 
protect our precious environment 
and our kids future.

Paula McDougall

Madeleine Smith and Melanie Wells

Members of CSG-Free Modanville
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  ART TALK WITH ZOY CRIZZLE

I was lucky enough to meet Katka 
Adams at a friend’s place where she 
showed me an invitation to her cur-

rent Exhibition that is on at the Deann 
Muir Gallery, Rockhampton QLD until 
30th June. If you are interested in her 
work you will need to move fast as 
nearly every piece is sold. 

Katka is an intelligent, warm and 
intriguing person, she is quite matter of 
fact about her work which goes hand in 
hand with her humility. Katka’s works 
are very emotive, her artwork all has 
a purpose and meaning, no doubt that 
comes from her background of being a 
refugee. I personally love her work.

Katka Adams was born in Prague, 
Czechoslovakia, where she grew up 
during the 1960s until Russia invaded. 
In 1968, after fleeing with her moth-
er, they were accepted as political 
refugees by Australia. During several 
months spent in Migrant Hostels, Katka 

found her passion for drawing. In this 
unfamiliar environment she found that 
drawing opened a window through 
which she could explore many worlds 
and communicate with others without 
having to speak the same language. 
This discovery has remained with her 
all through life.

Katka has won numerous awards and 
has been selected as a finalist for many 
prizes, including JADA (Jacaranda 
Acquisitive Drawing Award) held 
in Grafton Regional Gallery and in 
2012 for the Adelaide Perry Prize for 
Drawing (Sydney). She was also a 
recipient of the Janet Holmes a Court 
Artists’ Grant in 2008. Katka has also 
won numerous drawing and painting 
awards.

It is hard to show Katka’s work off to 
the best advantage due to the fact that 
we have to print in black & white. I 
suggest that if interested in her work 

look out for her Exhibition next year at 
The Tweed Regional Gallery, contact 
the Deann Gallery, Rockhampton or 
email me so that I can pass your infor-
mation onto her.

If you have a specialty field, are artists 
having an Exhibition coming up, have 
a gallery; please let me know and we 
will let others know throughout the cir-
culation of The Dunoon Gazette. I may 
need to come and interview you?  So 
phone (Zoy Crizzle) on 0408 195 882 
and make a time or send information, 
photos, articles to z.crizzle@bigpond.
com. 

A Refugee Speaks Through Art
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PIRLOS TYRE CENTRE
From BIG earthmoving tyres to a small wheelbarrow- we do them all!

ON FARM SERVICE - ESTABLISHED 25 YEARS - LOCALLY OWNED

23
43

96
7a

aH

Still giving good old 

traditional service!

30 Union Street 
South Lismore 

Phone: 6621 3561

We’re agents for:

Opposite Page: ‘Spring Lamb’
This page top 2 paintings from ‘Ballina Short and Sweet’.

Above: ‘Missing Lamb’
Right: ‘Warm Water’
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The Proudest Day of  My Life

Today, the 19th of May, 2012 is the proudest day 
of my life. I am here among the spires of the great 
City of Oxford to see Alexandra graduate as Dr. 

Murray D.Phil. (Oxon). 

It seems many years since she left Dunoon School and 
spread her wings into the teeming metropolis of Lismore 
and Trinity High School. In 2004 she headed off to the 
“Big Smoke” (Sydney) to take up her academic career. 
From there, she received her B.Psych. Hons. and then a 
scholarship to continue her studies at The University of 
Oxford in England. 

After all these years of very hard and dedicated work she 
has now attained an amazing achievement – a Doctor of 
Philosophy in the field of Cognitive Neuroscience.  

As a mother, I cannot tell you how proud I feel and I want 
everyone to know and share in my delight.  

‘Gina Murray
Thanks ‘Gina for sending this all the way from Oxford. 
Dunoon is very proud of Alex too! Ed

   ___________________________________________________________________________________

Enchanted Windows
Lismore CBD
18 - 28 June 2012
CBD businesses decorate their windows to the Harvest 
theme
 
Greening the Heart
Lismore CBD
18 - 28 June 2012
Mini gardens growing throughout the CBD
 
Market Delight
Carrington Street
23 June 2012
12 noon - 10.30pm
Market stalls from locally produced gems to the bizarre

Bright Sparks - Kids Arts Space
Lismore Regional Art Gallery and Spinks Park
23 June 2012
10.00am - 4.00pm
 
Winter Warmers
Riverside Park
23 June 2012
4.00pm - 8.00pm
Local charities providing great food in a market environment

Lantern Parade
Keen Street to Riverside Park
23 June 2012
5.30pm - 6.30pm

Fiery Finale
Riverside Park
23 June 2012
6.45pm - 7.30pm
 
Lantern Carnivale - Street Party
Carrington Street
23 June 2012
12 noon - 10.30pm

Lismore Lantern Parade Program 2012
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  DUNOON CHRONICLES WITH DENIS MATTHEWS 

The Northern Star came on line only 
last year, allowing us to search issues 
from its beginning in 1876 to 1956. 

Trove provided by National Library of Aus-
tralia is a wonderful asset even if it not as 
simple to use as it might seem. The images 
of those old papers are readable to the hu-
man eye but the optical character recogni-
tion (OCR) system used to digitise the text 
creates some real problems. Not only is the 
image rather fuzzy but the fonts used are not 
well suited to OCR even with the sharpest 
image. 

The formal writing and speech styles of the 
day make it all the more tedious to “correct” 
the digitised text, and when that is done 
there is no guarantee that the next step of 
copying and pasting will succeed. The buried 
treasures however helps one overcome the 
frustration. But each gem uncovered often 
exposes yet another problem to solve.
 
The Methodist Church at the top of Fraser 
Road was burnt down but its replacement, 
designed by Noted Architect, F.J. Board, 
was opened in 1903 with a special service 
and a fair. The detail can be tedious but the 
descriptions are valuable, especially when 
that building is undergoing remodelling by 
its current owners.
 
The fire which destroyed the double storey 
guest house opposite the Hall and the Bank 
of NSW beside it, must have been terrific. It 
was reported in detail not only in the Star, 
but in the Sydney Morning Herald and the 
Brisbane Courier. It was reported as far 
afield as north Queensland. The ES&A bank 
was saved by hanging blankets on the wall 
20 feet from the blaze and keeping them wet. 
That was 11 April 1912. 

Oddly enough, the Presbyterian church had 
a huge fundraising event in November 1910. 
The fair was centred in the hall but a 
huge marquee brought from Sydney and 
designed to seat 400 was erected near the 
hall on Richard Bourke’s land and the two 
storey guest house, still under construction 
across the road, was used as the temporary 
refreshment room.  The church was not 
opened till January 1912.
 
In January 1915 we had two fires on either 
side of the house owned by WGS Rutledge 

and rented by Mr Ernst. The fire, reported in 
the Star on 5th Jan, destroyed the plumbing 
workshop of Rutledge as well as the forge 
used by Jas Roder. That fire occurred in 
the early hours on Sunday 4th. The fire 
reported on 19 Jan on the other side of the 
Ernst home, destroyed the “beautiful” home 
of Charles Morton in the early afternoon. 
Mrs Morton was away visiting her mother 
near Maclean with her younger children. 
Charles and his older sons were working on 
a building which was being erected for Mr 
Raward, some two miles away. 
 
But where were these fires? The Northern 
Star of Saturday 26 April 1913 carried 
the Wanted Known advertisement: “On 
and after Mon Next Jas Roder will take 
over the Wheelwright and Blacksmithing 
business lately carried on by Mr C. Ahrens 
at Dunoon”. According to the land title 
deed, the successive owners of the triangular 
block opposite the hall, from 1907 till 1921 
(when Dare’s widow Emily became the 
owner) were Williams, Henderson, Ahrens, 
and Dare, all blacksmiths. 

The house built in 1905 for the blacksmith 
Williams still stands at the sharp corner 
opposite the hall. But the forge has 
disappeared. The Blacksmith Pratten became 
the owner of the adjacent property in 1920 
and it seems that he built a new forge (right 
beside the earlier forge) in a shed that is still 
in place. It seems also that Henry White 
operated a Bakery built on that site in 1905 
but I have so far failed to find what happened 
to that bakery.
 
So it seems to me that Rutledge had a 
house and a workshop on the next block. 
The workshop was destroyed in the fire but 
the house rented by 
Ernst survived. Is it 
still standing? That 
would put Morton’s 
house in the space 
where the Smart’s 
double frontage brick 
house now stands. 
After all, Morton had 
inherited (in 1906) 
the whole 50 odd 
acres of his brother 
Robert’s portion 81. 
As a result, there is 

nothing in the title deeds to indicate even the 
existence of that house. When Morton was 
listed as a trustee of the Methodist Church 
in 1891, he was shown as living at Tuntable 
Creek.
 
The Northern Star of Monday 8 January 
1912 reported that the wedding in the 
Grafton Cathedral on the previous Thursday 
had aroused quite a stir of local interest, 
when Miss Irma Rosetta Mary Phillips, 
eldest daughter of J.G. Phillips, Town Clerk 
of Grafton married Frederick Otto Ernst, 
youngest son of J.O. Ernst, of Marburg, 
Queensland, in the presence of a dense throng 
of guests, which included the aldermen of the 
Municipal Council of Grafton, accompanied 
by their wives. The mayor and his wife 
could not attend, but the best man was Mr 
Vardy Bank Manager, (Dunoon). Vardy and 
Ernst were obviously with the ES&A bank 
which survived the fire in April. Vardy was 
given a send off the following year. As 
manager, it is presumed he lived in the bank 
house that still stands, but the clerk Ernst 
had to rent a home.
 
It is obvious that the 1963 fire which 
destroyed the second hall will not be found 
in Trove which includes copy only to 1956. 
The fire that destroyed the post office store 
about 1926 barely rates a mention and I have 
failed to find reference to the fire which 
destroyed the Arcade (and the bakery behind 
it?). McRoberts bought the land to build the 
garage in 1947. Northern Star of Tuesday 
22 June 1915, reported that Rutledge was 
building his shop, half of which was to be 
used for plumbing and the remainder for 
carpentry and joinery. It is that building 
which eventually became Dunoon General 
Store.

Trove’s Proven to be a Treasure for Local Historians

Family owned 
and operated 

since 1981

Servicing Northern Rivers
for all your livestock and general carrying needs. 

 Also supply and delivery post, hay.
Trucks available 7 days.

Phone Alan 6663 5334
0438 635 334 35

87
08

9a
a

MALONEY
LIVESTOCK CARRIERS PTY LTD
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  DUNOON CHRONICLES WITH  IAN MURRAY

The Aboriginals’ corrobboree 
which the residents of the Home 
at Dunoon have been for some 

time have been carefully preparing, took 
place last evening.

 Although the weather was very un-
promising from 5 up to 9 a.m. with 
cold rain, it, however, cleared up early 
in the forenoon, and it proved a beauti-
ful evening, with mild temperature, so 
that those who attended the entertain-
ment experienced no discomfort.
The corrobboree originally fixed for 
22nd, had to be postponed a week ow-
ing to inclemency of the weather, much 
to the disappointment of the residents 
at the Home, who had been preparing 
for it for some time. But all is well that 
ends well, and they had every reason 
to be satisfied with its great success 
last evening.
Few townspeople have any concep-
tion of what the Aborigines undertook 
and carried out in the connection with 
their entertainment. Those who were 
supposed to know something of the 
preparations were amazed at what had 
been executed, and the whole business 
was their own initiative and carried 
out in their own way.
All those who were present last 
evening were perfectly astonished at 
the amount of their preparations and 
singularly good design which it had 
been executed and then ornamented 

with really beautiful ferns of many in-
digenous varieties. The enclosure was 
well screened with the aid of trees, 
foliage and ferns. Then they prepared 
seats on one side of the arena. These 
were arranged on the north side in 
rows, each above the other, until the 
back they were elevated to a height 
of about six feet. They were secure 
structures, made with saplings, neatly 
fitted, and comfortable. Those on the 
right hand were shilling seats and 
those on the left had cushions, made 
of grass, and as comfortable as need to 
be desired, the charge for which was 
2s.
Then, as a compliment to members of 
the District Board, a special seat was 
provided for them in the best position 
that could be chosen, and it is not in-
appropriate to say, upholstered in their 
fashion. In front of this was tastefully 
arranged a row of ferns in pots. The 
main entrance was through a turnstile, 
the workmanship of which would not 
have disgraced a tradesman. With con-
siderable forethought, the passage did 
not lead straight to the arena, but at 
an angle, which gave entrance with-
out permitting the interior to be seen 
at the turnstile. All along the passage 
way was decorated with growing ferns 
of the various species growing around 
the reserve.
Tickets were sold outside and these 

were collected before entrance to the 
arena was gained. Midway across 
this enclosure a long lawyer cane was 
stretched, and it supported a number 
of coverlets, to form a screen until 
their programme commenced, and the 
place was lighted by several lamps 
and flare lights.
Mr. J. Barrie, secretary of the District 
Board, arrived at 7,15 p.m., accompa-
nied by Miss Barrie, Miss Hewitt.
The Aborigines were on alert and 
greeted their arrival with a song of 
welcome. One man, carrying a lantern 
acted the part of usher very well, and 
escorted the party to their reserved 
seat, and after a brief inspection of the 
preparations, those taking a promi-
nent part were complimented on the 
amount of work they had done and the 
excellent design and arrangements.
The audience numbered fully 300, 
only a fraction of whom were from 
town, the great bulk coming from the 
farms. The road was thronged with 
vehicles, which continued to arrive up 
to 8 o’clock, and even later. At 7 p.m. 
the screen was removed and disclosed 
the full strength of the company, the 
women and girls taking part in front 
of the line of men and boys, altogether 
about 40.
There was then disclosed a good rep-
resentation of a man over his life size 
and effigy of a kangaroo, also life size, 

1910: Aboriginal Corrobboree at Dunoon a Major Success

Dudgeon & Berry
Insurance Consultants

Phone: 6621 3000
Fax: 6621 7773

Conveniently located at
Shop 5/76 Woodlark Street,

 Lismore
(at the carpark end of the walkway next 

to the ANZ bank)
Ask us about all your 

insurance needs including:
• Business & Rural Packages 

• Liability • Home • Motor • CTP  
 Marine• Term Life • Disability 

• Trauma 
• Professional Indemnity

 • Superannuation
 • Workers Compensation

Open 10.30am - 7pm
Fri 8.30am - 7pm

Open 7 days a week
for your convenience

The best pizzas & 
burgers on the ridges!
Cakes and pastries 
made fresh daily on 

premises
PHONE ORDERS WELCOME 

6628 2005
BRING IN THIS AD AND 
RECEIVE $5 OFF WHEN 
YOU PURCHASE OVER 
$25 WORTH OF FOOD!

MODANVILLE
TAKEAWAYBistro Open 7 days

Lunch 12pm -2pm
Dinner 6pm -9pm Mon - Sat

5.30pm - 8pm Sun
$10 lunch specials available

$10 Sunday Roasts

We cater for functions
Call us now to book

Member’s Happy Hour! 
Mon - Fri 3.30pm - 5.30pm

Wednesdays Free Trivia 7pm
Thursdays Kareoke with Mary Anne 9pm

Saturdays Live Bands 9.30pm

Saturdays: The One Nightclub opens

Facebook:http://facebook.com/marygilhooleys
Website: http://www.marygilhooleys.com.au

Ph: (02) 6622 2924
Fx: (02) 6621 8040
email: info@marygs.com.au
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and one of an emu. The man who ex-
ecuted these is a born artist. So was the 
man, and the emu was very fair work. 
Both the marsupials and the emu for 
correctness of design were far and 
away better than those which are at-
tached to the Australian coat of arms.
Then immediately was commenced 
the corrobboree, which consisted of 
vocalists, male and female and Jack 
McQuilty as director also beating time 
with two boomerangs. It was an ac-
tion song in which men and boys were 
clothed with trunks, and the exposed 
portion of their faces, bodies and limbs 
painted in grotesque fashion. Several 
had grotesque head dresses and feath-
ers to add to their appearance.
The women and girls were clothed in 
white dresses, with ornaments in their 
hair, and every now and then joined in 
the singing. The time kept in all move-
ments was admirable and as they filed 
out the audience applauded them.
No time was lost in putting on another 
act and in this the men and boys were 
the performers and the leading man 
supplied the action, which was fol-
lowed simultaneously by all others. 
Several more followed, each distin-
guished by its own special actions, and 
evidently intended to convey some par-
ticular pursuit. In one of these the men 
were armed with spears and shields, 
and went through all the mimic evolu-
tions and taunts to the foes. This was 
well rendered, and was very interest-
ing, and one could well imagine what 
a striking scene it was in the old days 
when 400 or 500 men were taking part 
in it.
Another act, in which Jimmy Mercey 
fully accouired as a warrior in pic-
turesque dress, and S. Cook, in more 
fanciful dress, was a spirited and lively 
performance, which greatly interested 

the whole audience, and they were 
loudly applauded.
In yet another performance there was 
a representation by the leader of a man 
stalking game, and there the full effect 
of having the effigies of the kangaroo 
and emu on the scene were realised.
One of the last had a good deal of com-
ic effect in it, and keen sense of the lu-
dicrous, and their entries provided lots 
of laughter. Although their prolonged 
efforts in singing and in action must 
have been a severe strain they were 
maintained to the last with great vivac-
ity until 9.30
Mr. Barrie and Mr. Hewitt, on the part 
of the audience, conveyed to Jack 
McQuilty that the audience was thor-
oughly satisfied. Mc Quilty then said 
these people had a long way to go in 
their homes. They were pleased that 
so many people had come to see their 
corrobboree, and were so good as to 
signify approval with applause. They 
would now wind up with one more 
performance. This was the humour 
scene already referred to.
At the conclusion the audience again 
expressed approval with loud manifes-
tations of applause, and Charlie Brown 
and Jack McQuilty both thanked them 
all for their attendance e , and so the 
corrobboree , the only one witnessed 
for many years, terminated.
The gate receipts, we understand, 
amounted to £15, which was consid-
ered highly satisfactory, by those en-
gaged in the function. The effect would 
have been better had the lights been 
better, as the oil in the lamps became 
exhausted and several were not suited 
for outdoor use.
Altogether, the programme passed off 
very well, and, although Constable 
Brennan and another of the police were 
present, they were not called upon in 

any form.
Those who took prominent parts in the 
corrobboree were: Mr. Jack McQuilty, 
Charlie Brown, Jimmy Mercy, S. 
Cook, Archie Turnbull, Wurrah Kool-
lum, Harru Crommelin, Taylor John-
son and others.
There were several Aboriginal visitors 
from Coraki, Cabbage Tree island and 
other places.
The land reserves between Lismore and 
Dunoon, for the Aboriginals’ Home 
has an area of over 400 acres. Some 
18 huts have been provided there, and 
more contemplated. A school house has 
been erected, and there is an average 
attendance of about 14 children, who 
have made very satisfactory progress 
under their teacher, Miss Harding.
The homes were visited recently by the 
Chairman of the Aborigines’ Board of 
N.S.W., Mr. T.Garvis, I.S.O., Inspec-
tor General of Police, and the Secre-
tary, Mr. R.H. Beardsmore, and tools 
and implements were granted for the 
occupants of the reserve.
It may be interesting to those who were 
present last night that the man depicted 
was a representation of Yabbrine, who, 
according to Aborigines’ tradition, in-
troduced the corrobbories. He was the 
youngest of three brothers, the others 
being names Birrung and Mummoo-
nie, among whom a better end arose.
Yabbrine, by introducing the corrob-
borree’s, brought all the people to-
gether in harmony. Hence, it is always 
a meeting of goodwill, and when in old 
times tribal fights were engaged in, and 
disputes were settled, the corrobboree 
was the finale, and then all dispersed in 
peace, so the meeting yesterday signi-
fied more than a mere performance.

Northern Star
30/6/1910 Page 2

TONY GIFFORD

FARM SERVICES

J  HIAB CRANE TRUCK - 6 TONNE
J  MACHINERY SHIFTED

J  4WD TRACTOR WITH FORKLIFT
J  WEED SPRAYING & NATIVE TREE CONTROL

J  SLASHING

LOCAL & RELIABLE
PLEASE CALL TONY

0409 938 835

Wanted To Rent
Space for a wedding reception 

in October

Garden or forest clearing with 

views and power

To accommodate 60 guests

Shelter or space for marquee

Please contact Peter
6688 6107

email: pjpmaher@gmail.com

13June/July  2012

TOM  THUMB 
EARTHMOVING

12 Machines from 3-20 ton
including 6wd Grader, Rollers, D4 Dozer, 
tracked Bobcat, Tippers, 3.5T-20T Exca-
vators, Excavator mounted verge mower   

Roads and Driveways~Recycled Asphalt~Farm 
Access~Pipes and Crossings Building sites 
including~Piers~ Footings~ Wastewater~ 

Electrical~ Drainage Macadamia Drainage~
Vegetation Removal

Erosion Control Landscaping including New 
Dams~Sealing Dams~ Repairing Dams 

Rockwalls~Permaculture/Yeomans designs 
Earthbag Architecture ~ Earth Tanks~Natural 

Swimming Pools~Earth Art

CALL JEREMY
0457 895 414
6689 5414 (H)
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Local Kids (Big and Small) Get Ready for the 18th 
Bangalow Billy Cart Derby

The sweeping road on the Avondale 
estate makes a perfect practice run 
for the Bangalow Billy Cart Derby. 

Ross at Dunoon Automotive worked hard 
with local kids to get their carts in top rac-
ing order. The derby was held in Banga-
low village on Sunday 20th May and the 
weather was absolutely glorious. Ross took 
out one of the titles for the second year in 
a row for his largest Billy Cart. His other 
carts that he gets local school kids to race 
did pretty good too. Dunoon’s Sonny Alt-
mann came third in his heat and Innes Ke-
staven representing Whian Whian School 
came runner-up in the final for the Schools 
Challenge.

Congratulations to everyone involved!

Pics: Ove Altmann

14 June/July  2012
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Future Water Strategy 

Freecall  
1800 159 882 

Email  
futurewaterstrategy@terracecomm.com.au 
 

COMMUNITY UPDATE FUTURE WATER STRATEGY   
Rous Water has previously resolved be in a position to build Dunoon 
Dam if and when it is needed to ensure the region's water security. The 
Future Water Strategy will assess whether the Dunoon Dam is viable 
and determine whether it is required compared to other water 
management options. Since the last update the following work has 
progressed: 
 
Terrestrial ecology assessment 
The Terrestrial ecology assessment is now complete. This study 
provides an understanding of the baseline conditions and potential 
impacts from construction of the proposed dam and will help determine 
whether it remains a viable option. 
 
Aquatic ecology and environmental flow assessment 
Environmental flow requirements for the proposed dam have now been 
developed. Consultants are now finalising a draft report describing the 
impact of the proposed dam on aquatic ecology. 

 
Cultural heritage 
Investigations conducted in 2011 identified a number of significant 
Aboriginal cultural heritage values and sites. Rous Water has sought 
two independent reviews prior to the cultural heritage impact 

assessment report being finalised. One of these is a peer review of the 
draft report and the other will provide advice on local aboriginal burial 
techniques. Rous Water will continue to liaise with local aboriginal 
representatives throughout the Future Water Strategy. 
 
Future Water Strategy  
Work on the Future Water Strategy will continue throughout 2012 and is 
expected to be completed within the 2012/13 financial year. As well as 
assessing the viability of the Dunoon Dam proposal, the Future Water 
Strategy is investigating other potential water supply sources, demand 
management strategies and expected future water demand.    
 
Prior to completing its Future Water Strategy, Rous Water will seek 
independent advice about whether the Dunoon Dam proposal remains 
viable. This will involve demonstration of the need for a new water 
supply and detailed consideration of alternative sources of water. 

 
 

Sonny raring to go!

  15    June/July  2012
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  TRAVELS WITH MY FAMILY BY HELEN RIGBY

Day 11: San Ignacio to 
Flores

San Ignacio on a Saturday morning is 
very busy, the market grows by about 
50% with people coming from out of 
town to sell their produce. Tash and I 
went down to have a look and bought 
some DVD’s and looked at lots of 
produce stalls and some craft sellers. I 
bought myself a Rasta bracelet.

We had a private transfer through to the 
border where we had to queue, packs 
on our backs for ages to go through. It 
seems that Belize is much more tolerant 
than Australia of refugee’s, I noticed a 
sign at the border that proclaimed the 
right of refugee’s to enter Belize and 
claim refugee status. 

After the border I felt very drowsy and 
eventually nodded off, only waking up 
when we pulled into a flash and quite 
western looking shopping centre. This 
was where Juan Carlos had told us there 
was a bank that was open on a Saturday, 
so we entered and sat waiting for the 
first part of the exchange process, the 
calculation. I smiled and spoke briefly to 
a fellow who had very limited English, 
cursing myself for not having my phrase 
book. I vowed to carry at all times whilst 
in Guatemala from now on. 

It was only a short drive from here to our 

hotel that was on the Island of Flores in 
the middle of a large lake. Flores exists 
on an island that the Mayan people cre-
ated themselves in order to have a refuge 
from their enemies. It is a pretty town 
with lovely pastel coloured colonial 
buildings of one and two story, a lot of 
which are hotels to cater to the tourist 
trade which was in evidence but not 
overwhelmingly so. 

We went on a walk around the main part 
of the island before we stopped and had 
a drink and some food. We decided to go 
to Arcas, the wildlife rescue, in the after-
noon after the dawn visit to Tikal. This 
is apparently the best time of day to go 
and means leaving at 5am, YUCK.

Opposite the hotel is a road that runs 
beside the lake and has some pontoons 
for people to swim. Some of our group 
decided to do this. I grabbed a beer and 
sat on the wall watching the sunset and 
their antics. It has become cooler after 
sundown which is a blessing as the heat 
is oppressive. 

It is getting dark and is close to 7pm 
so I’m thinking maybe some dinner, so 
I headed out to try to find some street 
food. It was lucky that I managed to find 
Jules because I forgot the phrase book 
and didn’t walk far enough to find the 
stalls. I stopped when the lights of the 
cafes stopped. 

Jules and I discovered six or seven stalls 
together that were selling things like 
Tostadas, Burritos and Empanada’s as 
well as sweets such as cake and corn 
pudding. I tried three different Tostadas, 
one Carne (beef), one with Guacamole 
and one with Saladas de Rusa (a kind 
of coleslaw but with tomato and cut into 
chunks). All of these had a lovely red 
(not hot) sauce and some salty cheese 
like a hard crumbly cottage. Absolutely 
delicious! 

I finished with the corn pudding that 
was like a very firm junket in texture 
and was quite sweet. There were a few 
pieces of what looked like cinnamon 
stick in the pudding, it wasn’t cinnamon 
stick and tasted like a cross between that 
and cloves and it was also delicious. 
I am going back tomorrow night and 
I will try something else and take my 
phrase book.

Time to sign off. Bed is calling and its 
an early start tomorrow morning for 
Tikal.

Day 12: Flores

Tikal is amazing! An ancient and sacred 
place that is open to the public, sacred 
by feeling and also by history and the 
current Mayans, who don’t have any 
problems according to the guide with 
tourists tramping through their ancient 
temples and  palaces. I found that hard, 
which could be because I am condi-
tioned to revere and respect the sacred 
sites of the Aboriginal people. Anyway a 
lot of what was said could be subject to 
interpretation by each individual guide, 
so I’m not sure how much is actual fact 
and how much is creative license.

The climate in Guatemala is much more 
cooler in the morning. So a start at 5am 
makes sense if only for that reason. It 
was dark and the air was cool and a 
little foggy, which certainly added to 
the atmosphere of the place. We spent a 
considerable amount of time at the scale 
model of Tikal whilst the guide briefed 
us on the tour and the site.

Swimming hole at Tikal

  16 June/July  2012
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McGRATH
EARTHMOVING

Excavations
                 Dams
Rockwalls
           Trenches
Clearing
       Roadworks
Ripping
       House sites
PLUS! - Excavator 
mounted mulcher

Call Jeff
0428 223 934

J & J Ferronato

CARPENTRY

A.B.N. 143 429 874 27    Lic No 217725C

Renovations    Extensions    Decks
QUALITY  WORK

Contact John: 0429 895 130
A/Hours: (02) 6689 9437

RURAL FENCING 
CONTRACTOR

4 WHEEL DRIVE 
TRACTOR & TIPPER

HYDRAULIC POST 
DRIVER AND POST HOLE 
BORER

FREE QUOTES ON 
NEW FENCES AND 
REPAIRS

CALL ANDREW 6688 6364
MOB: 0431 095 583

            FULLY INSURED

As we walked towards the first viewing 
point, which was the Grand Plaza, Matt 
spotted a sign that was obviously about 
Crocodiles in the lake/swamp. Almost 
on queue we watched a small specimen 
swim towards us and some other tour-
ists. It was only about 4ft long with big 
eyes that flicked around towards the 
four of us watching. One of the guides 
mentioned the fact that this baby’s 
parents were around and they were 12 
or more feet long. The baby was very 
cute and it was a nice way to start the 
temple visit.

Walking was difficult from the word 
go, as there were so many areas that 
had roots sticking up and other debris 
around the site.  We saw many sites and 
tried to absorb as much as possible but 

to do the lot was impossible. I found all 
of the temples vastly different and this 
was attributed to the different info and 
diggings that were passed from genera-
tion to generation during construction. 
We were stood in awe of most of the 
constructions and marveled at their 
functionality. When they were built 
someone had very advanced ideas on 
what was needed and how to include 
it. This went as far as functional drains 
and sewage systems.

Some of the temple sites included 
ball courts. These were to play a very 
advanced ball game at the culmination 
of which the captain of that winning 
team was sacrificed.  This was deemed 
to be providential to the people as the 
strongest was the person most likely to 

appease the Gods.

The whole place was magnificent, from 
the water channels that redirected water 
away from the main area, to the vast 
structures of the temples and pyramids. 
Some people climbed temple 4 but it 
was way beyond me. I wished I could 
enter a time machine and see what was 
happening at Tikal when it was at its 
height. The guide was informative but 
I found it difficult to remember it all so 
a book purchased on leaving hopefully 
will assist. 

I spent the rest of the day swimming in 
the river with the others. The river water 
was clean but not that cool so refresh-
ment was not the outcome. The trip 
to Arcas was canned mainly because 
everyone was feeling as tired as I was. 
The teenage boys swimming were very 
interested in Tash, who although she 
would deny it, enjoyed the attention 
and played up to it a little.

Matt and I had dinner at a restaurant 
run by two German brothers who con-
tributed to this country by building 
playgrounds for the local children in 
various places around Guatemala. The 
food was quite good but certainly not 
as hot as I have come to enjoy. I asked 
for Salsa Picante but what they brought 
didn’t really cut it.

To be continued...

Temples at Tikal

17  June/July  2012
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Clockwise from top left:
Carol Shipard and ex-Dunoonite 

Beth Dudley
Jeanne Smith from Nimbin

Ros Little and Eileen Hearn-Batute
Rod Little

Pics: Paula McDougall

Dunoon Community and Friends Celebrate Anzac Day

June/July  2012
18



DUNOON AND DISTRICT GAZETTE    October-November 07        ��

Clockwise from top left:
Alan & Hilary Mackie

Reg Gregor flips the coins and Ian
calls the shots

Ross McDougall and Bill Garland from 
Richmond Hill
Helen Rigby

Annette Garland from Richmond Hill

June/July  2012 19  
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 DUNOON & DISTRICT SPORTS & RECREATIONAL CLUB

what’s on @ dunoon sports club

Fri 22nd June
The Hoochers

Fri 8th June
Slim Pickens

Fri 20th July
Velocity of Salvation

Available 
Thurs, Fri and Sat Nights 
from 5.30pm until 1/2hr 

before close of trade
5km Pick up

Further for groups!

Bookings are essential!
Please ring club

6689 5444
A gold coin donation each

way will help reduce our 

overheads for this great service!

Leave the car at home 
and catch the Club’s
COURTESY BUS!

Fri 6th July
Roo

Seafood Saturdays
Mayfields Restaurant

(Please note the below dishes are examples only as the 
menu changes on a weekly basis)

Seafood tasting platter, comprising our salt & 
chilli Squid, prawn cutlets and battered fish, 
chips, salad & dipping sauces.
Seafood Paella, comprising Chorizo sausage, 
Spanish chicken, Squid, Mussels, & Prawns 
& vegetables (best paella ever!).
Salmon & prawn Linguini in a creamy leek, 
mustard & white wine sauce.

All just $18 each or $26 for 2 to share

Fresh crispy skinned Atlantic Salmon, with 
mash vegetables & finger lime aioli $22

Favourites: Prawn cutlets or Salt chilli squid 
with steamed rice & salad

Entree size $13 Main size $22

BASKETBALL PLAYERS WANTED!
for new sport beginning at The Club

Dunoon Tennis Courts
7.30 - 8pm Thursdays 

after soccer training

Experienced players past and present 
will be welcome with open arms!
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DUNOON & DISTRICT SPORTS & RECREATIONAL CLUB            

HAPPY HOUR
MON - FRI  4 - 5PM

DISCOUNT PRICES ON MIDDIES AND 
SCHOONERS OF BEER

SOCCER
CLUB

Andy Bain 6689 5898
Geoff Perin 6628 2862

Wet weather contact:
Radio ZZZ FM 100.9
or 9002LM after 7am
or log onto
www.soccerfnc.org

3RD SATURDAY @ 3PM
 EACH MONTH 

$2 PER PERSON

TRIVIA QUIZ
WITH ANNABELLE

THURS POOL COMP NIGHT

Join in with a 

great crowd 

of regular 

players

$4 per head

Arrive early to 

register so we can 

start on time @ 7pm

Details are correct at time of printing. 
To confirm details phone

Dunoon Sports Club 
6689 5444 

or visit the website 
www.dunoonclub.org.au   

Information for members and their guests.

CLUB OPENING HOURS
SUNDAY, MONDAY AND TUESDAY

3PM - 8PM

WEDNESDAY 3PM - 9PM

FRIDAY 1PM - 12 MIDNIGHT
SATURDAY 1PM - 10PM

THURSDAY 3PM - 10PM

PLUCKERS & POETS

EVERY 2ND SUNDAY 3PM
Monthly Sunday afternoon session 

of local entertainment
SING - DANCE - PLAY  -  ALL WELCOME

DUNOON 
SOCIAL GOLF

CHRIS GULLIVER
6689 5147 OR
0428 428 165

MEMBER’S
BADGE
DRAW

EVERY FRIDAY
7 - 8PM

BE THERE TO WIN IT!

SOCIAL 
TENNIS 

AND 
TENNIS 

LESSONS
PLS CALL:

MARILYN OR GRAHAM
6689 5264

m a y f i e l d s
r e s t a u r a n t
D u n o o n  S p o r t s  C l u b

Our sumptous menu offers something for everyone 
including vegetarians and gluten intolerant. 
We take pride in every dish.
Dine inside or alfresco on the huge modern timber 
deck while watching the sun go down.
We love it when you book so please call:
6689 5469 (Restaurant) or
6689 5444 (Club)

Wed Nights 6 - 8pm

Thrifty Thursdays 6 - 8pm

$12 meals, kids meals $5.50

Saturday 6 - 8pm

(will take orders after 8pm if we’re still cooking)

$25 Rug Rats Platter any evening

Weddings & Functions a speciality

Bookings greatly appreciated

6689 5469 (Restaurant)

6689 5444 (Club)
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A Community Says Thank You and Farewell

The farewell took place on Sat 21st April and 
was MCed by Andy Bain and Bernie Ross. 
About 80 people turned up to pay their respects 

and say goodbye to Bridget and Chris. Mayfields Res-
taurant provided a fantastic meal with, curries, roast 
meat, vegetables, salads, and fresh prawns. A “How 
well do you know the Gullivers?” quiz was held with 
a prize for the winner. After the meal and the speeches 
thanking Chris and Bridget for their enormous contri-
bution to the establishment and growth of the club, a 
band soon had the dance floor full.

Copy & Pics: Annabelle Crow

Clockwise from top left:
Bridget and Chris Gulliver

Marcie Gregor and Leane Kalnins
Mike Berry, Graham Drew & Neville Patrick with Chris 

and Bridget sitting on Reg’s knee (the good one)
The room was full of the Gulliver’s friends

Chris, Bridget, Marilyn Kent and Graham Drew

22 June/July  2012



DUNOON AND DISTRICT GAZETTE    October-November 07        ��June/July  2012 23

WIRES hotline received a call 
from a driver on his way from 
Woodburn to Lismore. He 

had stopped to assist when he saw an 
approaching vehicle pull over very sud-
denly.

Driving the other vehicle was a young 
Norco employee in a company car who 
had noticed unexpected movement on 
the passenger window ledge. A red-
bellied black snake was inside the car, 
less than a metre from her. Other Norco 
employees who had been following in 
another car were soon on the scene. 

By the time WIRES arrived, the Norco 
employees had opened all five doors, 
removed the contents and made a thor-
ough search. Rescuers investigated

further but 
the snake 
was not 
found. 

No one had 
seen the 
snake leave. 
The driver 
was ada-
mant that 
the snake 
was still 
inside and 
she was not 

willing to resume driving the vehicle. 
It was towed to a Holden dealership in 
Lismore.

The following morning, WIRES volun-
teers arrived at the dealership to search 
again because mechanics were under-
standably reluctant to chance an encoun-
ter with a venomous snake. Again, a 
thorough search yielded no result. Apart 
from completely dismantling the vehicle, 
there was little else to be done to ensure 
the snake was no longer inside. The car 
was transferred to the Norco depot.

Nine days after the initial sighting, the 
WIRES hotline received another call 
from Norco. Employees had spotted the 

snake sunning itself on the passenger 
seat. Rescuers were soon on the scene 
but were unable to find the snake. 

So many days after the snake had been 
first seen, it was overdue for a drink and 
a feed. WIRES suggested leaving doors 
open and putting a band of fine sand 
around the vehicle to show if the snake 
had made an exit. 

The following day, there was a call from 
Norco advising that the snake was on the 
dashboard. Fortunately a WIRES snake 
handler was less than a kilometre away 
at the time and was at their depot within 
a few minutes.

The elusive snake was still there on the 
dashboard. The snake was larger than 
expected, estimated at more than 1.5 
metres!

When approached, the snake flattened 
itself, which is typical of these shy crea-
tures when they feel threatened. The res-
cuer used special tongs to grab and then 
bag the snake. Very soon afterward it 
was released on the banks of the Wilson 
River.

Norco made a special donation to WIRES 
for their efforts.

Muriel Kinson

WIRES Rescues Snake from Company Vehicle

WILDLIFE
RESCUE &

IMMEDIATE CARE 
COURSE

Southern Cross University

and provide emergency care for and 

This 2 day course will qualify you to become a 
member of WIRES, teach you how to safely rescue 

injured
orphaned native wildlife.

6628 1898
northern rivers

The NSW Wildlife Information & Rescue Service

Get involved...  join WIRES

or visit our website
www.wiresnr.org

For more information call our emergency help line on

IMMEDIATE CARE 
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On Saturday 28th April, we drove through 
heavy rain on a cold dark night to be 
greeted by our host in the car park with 
an umbrella and the offer of a sparkling 
white—which immediately lifted us... 
 
After shared greetings with fellow 
members of WWWS and guests, the 
meeting proceeded to the table where 
20 of us forgot the trials of cabin fe-
ver and set to the task of celebrat-
ing good wine and wonderful food. 
 
We were to taste four wines—the first 
of which was an elegant Chardonnay 
from Tumbarumba, NSW, accompa-
nied with canapés of cheese, olives 
and green grapes.  We then moved on 
to our 2nd white wine, a “honeyed” 
full flavoured Chablis (or white bur-
gundy) from Yonne, France.  This 
wine shared our palate with “Buck-
ingham Palace” sandwich bites. Yum. 
 
And then, to your correspondent’s fa-
vourite wine of the evening. A huge 
mouth filling shiraz—deep purple in 
colour—from McLaren Vale in SA. This 
beauty formed a delicious combination 
with the marinaded and baked chicken 
served with fresh spinach and fetta...
Hallelujah! (And there were 2nds for 
those of us who couldn’t help ourselves.) 
 
To complete the evening what could 
be better than a 2009 Syrah from 
Montes Alpha in Chile? Matched 
with fresh red grapes and strawber-
ries with chocolate... heaven indeed. 
 
The drive home through the still heavy 
rain proved to be a pleasant reflection 
of a wonderful evening.

David Newham

Whian Whian 
Wine Society 

The LIFELINE SHOP
@ Casino St 

South Lismore
Open 9.30am-4.15pm MON-FRI  

9am-Noon SAT
THOUSANDS of BOOKS @ GREAT prices! HEAPS of RECYCLED CLOTHING @ bargain 
prices! PLUS a great shopping atmosphere! Your purchase is your donation and your donation 
stays in the Northern Rivers helping mental health. Clothing donations always welcome.

The Lifeline Furniture Warehouse is open 8.30am- 4.30pm weekdays 
& now open Saturdays 9am -midday

To raise funds for your local crisis telephone service 13 11 14, Lifeline offers a 
range of pre-loved, used and second-hand furniture at bargain prices. 

Please check our Furniture Warehouse at 23 Three Chain Road, Lismore 
where your support is greatly appreciated.

June/July  201224
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Training Day
On Sunday 20th May, 28 brigade members 
from Dunoon, Tullera, The Channon and 
Rosebank joined forces to conduct 26 haz-
ard reduction pile burns at 18 Modanville 
residences. (Nb Council permission must 
be obtained for a resident to burn rubbish 
within the 60km zone of a village area).

The main purpose of the exercise was to 
familiarise both local and neighbouring 
brigades with the Modanville residential 
area and plan assets protection measures 
should a bush fire occur in  the valley to 
the west. It also highlighted any residences 
where access for emergency vehicles might 
be restricted due to overgrown driveways 
etc. It was an excellent opportunity for the 
brigades to offer advice to the residents and 
for them to ask any questions.

The exercise provided another benefit for 
both the brigades and residents in that we 
were able to take notes of where power lines 
and gas bottles were located, and which 
houses had solar power panels installed. 
This is valuable information should a bri-
gade be called out to a house fire. 

Dunoon AGM
Dunoon Rural Fire Brigade will be hold-
ing their Annual General Meeting on 

Wednesday 20th June 2012 at the brigade 
shed on Munroe Road, Dunoon, commenc-
ing at 7.30pm.

If any members of the community are 
thinking of joining the brigade, this would 
be a good night to meet the crew. New 
members, male or female, over the age of 
16 years are welcome.

You don’t necessarily have to fight fires 
– there are other areas in the brigade 
such as maintenance of equipment, radio 
checks/communications, traffic control, 
admin, driving or education liaison offi-
cers. Accredited training is provided for a 
wide range of skills. 

We meet at the shed every Wednesday 
night for training at 7pm.

Home/Farm Fire Plans
Please take a few minutes of your time 
to make a rough sketch of your property 
showing the house and where the power 
lines are, where the meter box is locat-
ed and, very importantly, please indicate 
where your invertor box is if you have solar 
panels. Also indicate if you have fuel or 
chemicals stored in a shed. Please add your 
name and address and drop the plan off at 
your local store or Post Office for us to pick 

up. This would be of great assistance to 
your local brigade if they have to respond 
to a fire at your property.

Winter Months and 
Heating Appliances
As winter approaches, it is important that 
you check your fireplaces and chimneys 
as well as all your electrical heating appli-
ances to ensure they are in good working 
order. Dunoon brigade was called to three 
chimney fires last year. How long is it since 
yours has been cleaned?

Do not leave electric fans or bar heaters 
on at night and make sure they are turned 
off at the socket before you leave for work 
each morning. For your family’s safety 
please ensure that you have smoke alarms 
installed and that the batteries have been 
changed recently. It is a good idea to write 
a date on the new battery with a marker pen 
when you change it. The end of daylight 
saving is a helpful date to remember to 
change batteries each year.

Ross McDougall

Captain, Dunoon Rural Fire Brigade

Photo: Maurie Stralow

Firebrigade News

25     June/July  2012
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  ST. MATTHEW’S ANGLICAN CHURCH NEWS WITH  ‘GINA MURRAYL

CALL OUT FOR NEW MEMBERS!
WEDNESDAY COMMUNITY GROUP @ DUNOON VILLAGE HALL

Now appraching 25 years, the  “Wednesday Group” has gradually reduced in numbers but still 
meets every Wednesday at 10am for morning tea and craft activities where members exchange 
their skills and knowledge.  What we really need is an increase in members with new ideas.  
Activities could include bushwalking or trips to local interest spots. Companionship is the main 
aim of the group so please join us any Wednesday morning or ring Ron 6689 5018

DUNOON INDOOR BOWLS @ DUNOON VILLAGE HALL
Come and enjoy a fun and social evening playing Indoor Bowls at Dunoon Village Hall for the low cost of $2! We meet 
every Monday at 7.30pm and we’re looking forward to welcoming new people - no experience necessary. Please call 
Ron 6689 5018

EUCHRE @ DUNOON VILLAGE HALL
Euchre more your cup of tea? Dunoon Euchre Club meets at the Hall every Thursday evening at 7.30pm and we need 
more members! It’s a great way to meet new people. We have lots of fun and look forward to meeting new faces. So, 
please come along or call John 6688 6563.

Not a great deal different is 
happening in the Anglican 
Church of St Matthew’s, but 

we must be doing something right 
because we are receiving more and 
more members in the congregatio. 

Why don’t you come 
along one Sunday morn-
ing and join us?  Our 
Sunday Communion 
Service starts at 9.30am 
every Sunday and we al-
ways have a cuppa and a 
chat afterwards.

In April we celebrated 
Easter. Many people 
came to the service on 
Easter Sunday morning.  
It was wonderful to greet 

so many – lots of new faces too! 

We recently had our Guild Annual 
General Meeting and all the previ-
ous officers were re-elected. Marie 

Everingham remains as President, 
Jess James is Vice President, Joyce 
Funnell is Secretary and I am trea-
surer.  We have Guild Meetings when 
we feel we need to discuss anything 
and Guild meets after Morning Tea 
usually on the first Sunday of the 
month.  Everyone is more than wel-
come to come along and join us. 

‘Gina Murray
(Anglican  Women’s Guild of St. 
Matthew’s Dunoon) 

Terania Parish Catholic Church’s Multicultural Night
Back by popular demand! Our multicultural night will be held in

Dunoon Hall 
Saturday August 4th starting at 5.30pm

Live music, raffles, a bit of fun and your chance to taste foods of the world! 
Bookings are essential as tickets sell fast! 

Adults $15.00, Children under 15yrs $10.00, 5 yrs and under free

For more details and tickets: Lisa 6689 5355 or Jennifer 6689 5311
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Things are progressing steadily 
and we are pleased to have had 
some new members dropping 

in to ‘The Shed’ over the last couple 
of months. These men bring with them 
a variety of skills and stories to share 
with us. If you are curious about what 
we get up to drop in and have a cuppa 
and a chat. Do not think that you have 
to become active and possess handyman 
skills. Sharing your company in a male 
environment is enough. This is what The 
Men’s Shed is all about. The Men’s Shed 
is currently operating each Tuesday and 

Wednesday from 9.00 am to 12.30 pm.

We must acknowledge Bunnings 
Warehouse for a donation of a large 
number and assortment of  nuts, bolts, 
coach screws and other fixings. Peter 
Howes has also donated a box trailer. 
Once we have done some work on it 
to bring it up to rego requirements we 
plan to use it as a Dunoon Commu-
nity trailer. (ie: for a small donation 
we will loan it out to members of the 
community who are in need of a trail-
er to do a dump trip or shift furniture 
etc.)

While we appreciate donations of 
goods we ask that you do not drop off 
anything at ‘The Shed’ without making 

prior arrangements. The reason being 
that we have very restricted  storage 
space available at the moment. If you 
have any bulky goods that you want 
to get rid of please discuss it with us 
first. 

For more info please contact:

Reg Gregor 6689 5323
Rod Little 66892909
Ross McDougall 6689 5954
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    DUNOON MEN’S SHED NEWS WITH  ROSS MCDOUGALL

Orchestral Concert with a Sixty Voice Choir

We are such stuff as dreams 
are made of. Shakespeare’s 
words are taken to heart by 

members of the Lismore Symphony 
Orchestra as they seek to share the 
magic of classical music with their 
many friends and supporters through-
out the region. 

So, make a date with some friends, or 
bring the family, to experience the gen-
tle seduction of one of our diverse con-
cert programs at The Star Court Thea-
tre, Lismore. 

This time the orchestra will be joined 
by a 60 voice choir. Together they will 
be performing highlights from Phantom 

of the Opera by Lloyd-Webber, three 
songs by John Rutter, English compos-
er of choral music including an anthem 
for THE royal wedding, and a selection 
from John Williams, composer of much 
film music. The orchestra will also 
playing selections from Beethoven, 
Prokofiev, and Liszt, among others.

Thursday 21 June, 2012, 7.00pm
Sunday 24 June, 2012, 2.00pm
Adult $22, school children $12

Tickets only available from the Star Court 
Theatre so please call the Theatre Shop on 
6622 5005 Hours: Tuesday to Friday 10am 
to 5pm. Or order your tickets online from 

their website. Alternatively you can drop 
into the Theatre Shop and buy in person:

Tickets may be purchased at the door if 
available

Lismore Symphony Orchestra, established 
2003, is a not for profit community 
organisation aiming to make orchestral 
music accessible to, and enjoyable for, a 
broad range of the community.

.... For the community By the community

Penny Kempler

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Nik Hyde
Plumber & Drainer

New installations/Renovations
Roofing/Guttering

Solar systems/Hot water services
Septic Systems
Free estimates

Commercial & Domestic
 24hr Service

Dunoon 6689 5174
Mob: 0428 753 796

Electrical 
Contractor
Warren Lewis

Lic no 25239

Domestic - Commercial - Solar
Rewires - Repairs 

General Maintenance
24 hour service

Tel: 6689 5034
mobile: 0428 539354

Give us a go!!!
Whian Whian Road, Whian Whian Mob: 0414 974 102
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The CSG battle

What an incredible turnout in Lismore 
for the anti CSG Rally on 12 May. 
Some estimates recorded 7000 people! 
This surely must be the biggest rally in 
Lismore and confirms that the CSG issue 
crosses political boundaries like no-other 
issue has.

When water sources and land ownership 
are threatened by large multinational 
foreign owned companies we all get 
pretty angry. Supporters of CSG say 
that we need the power and the jobs. Yet 
mining accounts for less than 2% of the 
national workforce. Hardly time to rush 
out and seek retraining as a miner. Power 
shortages are overstated particularly 
when most of the gas will be pumped 
to Queensland to fill ships heading for 
China. We should be pursuing renewable 
energy. I see that one land owner at 
Clunes is installing a field of solar panels 
and will sell the power to Norco. A small 
beginning with a large future.

I was very encouraged that Rous Water 
council delegates unanimously approved 
my submission to oppose CSG mining on 
Rous Water Land and water catchments. 
Rous Water has a statutory duty to preserve 
the water quality in our catchments and 
CSG mining is a direct contradiction to 
Rous Water’s duty. 

The ‘lock the gate ‘ campaign is gaining 
momentum across the LGA with many 
rural communities signing up. This is a 
fantastic grass roots campaign and while 
the mining companies still have the law 
on their side they do not have the moral 
or ethical right. With a non-binding poll 
at the council elections in September on 
CSG mining we will get a far clearer 
picture of what the Lismore people feel 
about CSG. All in all this will send the 
strongest message to Canberra and 
Sydney that Lismore does not want CSG 
mining.

Finances & The ‘Watch List’

Council has recently been accused of 
being on a dept. of local govt. ‘watch 
list’ in regard to council’s finances. In 
particular relating to the $10m deficit 
created after the correct, long overdue 

revaluation of council’s assets.  After 
much searching of websites , telephone 
calls and emails I can find no such list. 

The dept. of local govt. were contacted 
for their response and replied that council 
was not on a ’watch list’. The dept. had 
contacted council regarding the deficit but 
were satisfied with councils approach, that 
is the community strategic plan residents 
survey and the long term financial plan. 
All councils key performance indicators 
were within acceptable limits as set 
down by the dept. Certainly council 
has problems financing it’s growing 
commitments while maintaining existing 
assets but Lismore is not alone. 

The majority of regional council’s suffer 
similar problems and many are in a far 
worse position than Lismore as a check 
of comparative data confirms. The Buck 
passing from the state govt., giving 
councils more to do without the funds, 
increasing state govt. red tape, and a lack 
of adequate funding from both tiers of 
govt. increase pressure on all council’s 
scarce resources. 

Certainly Lismore Council needs to 
examine its priorities and to do this 
council will conduct a residents survey. 
But there are no easy answers, no magic 
wand. As councillors we have to work 
even harder to ensure we get the best out 
of the ratepayers dollar. No pet projects 
and a focus on adequate maintenance of 
existing assets.

Koala Plan  of Management 
(KPoM)

Recently council passed the KPoM 
for the south east of the Lismore LGA. 
This will mean the developers will 
have to provide mitigating measures 
when considering removing koala trees. 
The plan will only be triggered when a 
development application is submitted for 
a development. The majority of farming 
activities do not trigger development 

applications. For example sheds up to 
200sq m,  fencing and existing farming 
practices. 

The plan is designed to assist in 
protecting koala habitat when 
development takes place especially large 
scale development such as subdivisions. 
Council and developers will have access 
to government funding as a result. Before 
the plan developers had to produce and 
pay for a Koala plan of management for 
each development under SEPP44. Now 
council has brought all the legislation 
into one easy to access document and 
done much of the ground work for 
developers both large and small. This 
will streamline the development process 
while ensuring koala habitat is protected 
and encouraged. 

Some ridiculous and misleading claims 
have been made that farmers will not 
be able to remove wind breaks, that 
barb wire will not be permitted and that 
farmers will now go out and cut down 
trees. These claims are simply wrong and 
mischievous. 

I repeat the KPoM only comes into 
effect when a development application 
is needed. Farmers are not required to 
submit a DA for these uses.  

I believe most farmers are a sensible down 
to earth lot and will see these erroneous 
claims for what they are. While our koala 
populations have increased in recent 
decades we only have to look across the 
border to south east Queensland which 
once had a large thriving koala population 
that has been decimate by development. 
A similar situation has occurred in 
Gunnedah ‘the home of the koala’ and 
Tweed Heads. Koala numbers can easily 
plummet and council is actively involved 
in protecting one of our iconic animals 
while at the same time streamlining 
development.
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On the 19th of April the Ratepay-
ers Association with Mr Mike 
Berry (concerned local resident) 

met with the Roads and Maritime Serv-
ices (RMS) in consultation with Lismore 
City Council to discuss the speed zone 
review (SZR) for Dunoon Road.  Prior 
to this meeting the RMS had proposed 
that the existing 60kph zone be further 
reduced to a 50kmh. 

Both Mr Berry and the Association 
were opposed to any further reduction 
in the speed limit for this zone and 
pursued either a complete change for 
the zone back to 80kpm or at the very 
least maintenance of the existing 60kph 
zone and a reduction in the length of the 
zone to an area covering the Modanville 
intersections only.

The meeting included a number of drive 
throughs of the 60kph zone and a spirited 
discussion as to the merits of this zone.  

Whilst I could not remain until the end of 
the meeting (due to other commitments) 
I can assure residents that they were well 
represented by Mr Berry.

As a result of this meeting the RMS 
decided to; ‘retain the existing 60km/
h speed limit through the village of 
Modanville from 650 metres south of 
Craiglea Court to 200 metres north of 
Beddoes Road. The existing 80km/
h speed limit south of Modanville is 
extended 1.6 kilometres north to 650 
metres south of Craiglea Court.’ 

So again in English; the result is that 
motorists will now only have to endure 
a 1.5km 60kpm speed zone as opposed 
to what may have been a 50kpm zone 
extending for over 3km’s had the 
Association and residents like Mr Berry 
not taken action in relation to the matter.  
Whilst not ideal the end result is a darn 

site better than what may have been the 
case.  

Greg Bennett
Ratepayers President
May 2012

About the Ratepayers Association of 
Lismore Incorporated:  The association 
was formed in late 2010 and has grown 
rapidly and now represents 100’s of 
ratepayers.  We meet monthly currently 
alternating between Nimbin and 
Lismore.  The ratepayers association 
believes in peoples personal and 
property rights, accountability in local 
government and that core services of 
roads, water, garbage and sewerage 
must come first. 
 

Modanville Rd Speed Limit Change

 Council’s ‘Half  Truths’ Regarding Watch List

Lismore City Council (LCC) lives 
in a world of half truths.  It just 
can’t seem to tell the whole truth 

about anything.  Over the last couple of 
weeks LCC has been publicly stating 
that it is not on the Division for Local 
Governments credit watch list.  This is a 
half truth.  True, at this moment in time 
LCC is not on this list, but this is only a 
recent event.  Prior to this LCC was on 
this watch list.  Recent budget cuts have 
allowed it to be, for the time being, re-
moved from the watch list.

So how do we know?  Firstly; I actu-
ally heard the Minister for Local Gov-
ernment state that LCC was on this 
list.  He did this publicly on ABC Ra-
dio North Coast on the 14th of Febru-
ary this year.  The Minister and I were 
interviewed on this date in relation to 
a story being run about LCC dismal 
financial performance.

On Thursday after reading Clr Clough 
article in the Echo in relation to this 
matter, I arranged for the Minister, the 

Hon Don Page MP to be contacted and 
he will be forwarding this association a 
letter stating the true situation regard-
ing LCC and its dealing with the de-
partment.  This letter will be provided 
to all local media outlets and we hope 
that a major article will be printed in 
relation to these matters.

Greg Bennett
Ratepayers President
25 May 2012.

The Dunoon Gazette 
is back on the web!

Now you can see the whole 
issue in colour!

www.dunoongazette.com

54d Terania Street, 
North Lismore
Phn: 6621 4688

nrpotterysupplies@gmail.com
www.nrpotterysupplies.com.au
Closed weekends and public holidays

Firing Service Available
Call Paula for information about

the Lismore Potters Group

•Martin C’s Print Shop•
City Printing ~ Country ServiceCity Printing ~ Country Service

Ph: 6622 3111, Fax: 6622 2474
111 Dawson Street, Lismore

More than 25 years experience in quality 
printing at very competitive prices.

- Pick up & delivery -
phone or drop in for friendly advice
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but if I sit down after I walk in the door 
there is no way I can get off my lazy bum 
without the help of at least two of my kids. 
I do worry that I am a horrible example of 
a mother but then I realise that my kids are 
now aware that feeding ourselves is the job 
of a whole family not just the mum who is 
also often working, and that they saw me 
doing it for years before I gave up the job to 
the better cook so they can’t complain there. 
They’ve even stopped asking me “what’s 
for dinner Mum” and go straight to begging 
their Dad to get off his recliner and cook one 
of his scrumptious vats of spaghetti/curry/
casserole.

I do excel at a few things as a Mum though 
– reading to my kids, being taxi driver/driv-
ing instructor and filling their ears with 
trivial facts they can roll their eyes at. Not to 
mention forcing them to watch old movies 
and sing along to the top ten hits of all time 
with me so that they can understand the cul-
tural references they hear on a regular basis 
from us old farts. 

Currently I am lying in wait to make them sit 
through The Shining, Deliverance and The 
Sound Of Music.  This approach seems to be 
working since I have noticed that they can 
actually carry on conversations with people 
face to face not just via text or tweet—and 
even better those conversations are often 
laced with quotes from The Goodies and 
Monty Python so you can’t say they’re not 
well educated in what matters!

At the moment one of my most important 
tasks as a new millennium mother is to 
communicate with Ben  (oldest son in Year 
12) while he is focused on slaying zombies 
or adding a bazooka to his Nerf gun which 
is no longer a Nerf gun by any descrip-
tion. I usually start by repeating my mantra 
of “how was your day; have you got any 
results from your physics test; did you hear 
back from those hundred job applications 
you put in last night; can you please put out 
your washing; empty dishwasher; open your 

window so we can breathe in here; oh my 
God what is that growing under your desk; 
do you really have to listen to that weird 
computer music; what time did you get to 
bed last night; do you think you could set an 
alarm next time; have you fixed my shoe/
toilet/toaster/computer yet?”

Yes I do say it like that because he doesn’t 
choose to hear me anyway so I might as well 
get all the nagging over and done in one go. 
Usually when I finish this monotone rant 
(the strident rant I save for certain times of 
the month) he turns and grins at me and says 
“not yet”. 

Last Friday night I came home and was too 
tired to speak – rare I know, so I just lay 
down on his bed which looked really really 
comfortable even though it hasn’t been 
made in three years. He was in the middle 
of an online game against a mate and did not 
even pause as he said “what the hell are you 
doing on my bed” to which I replied “deal-
ing with the trauma of being your mother”. 
He laughed so hard he accidentally shot his 
mate (not fatally) and had to apologise. He 
said “sorry Callum it’s my Mum – she’s 
passed out on my bed” then, after continu-
ing to play a bit he then replied to something 
his mate and zombie slaying wing man 
said over his head phones “ no, she’s not a 
psycho Nazi like your Mum, she’s just very 
VERY strange.”

True enough, it’s why we get on so well and 
I haven’t departed the family home to live 
in some ashram or commune in the hills of 
Nimbin without my loving kids. I was won-
dering about this Callum’s mum though, and 
decided she likely wasn’t a psycho Nazi at 
all but just a Mum who hadn’t given up the 
fight yet.

I do find it hard to motivate my son, no mat-
ter what approach I take and I am pretty sure 
it is because he is like one of those lions who 
barely lift an eyelid  as their cubs climb all 
over them and try to bite them. He knows he 

is superior in strength and intelligence and 
thus I am not worthy of his stress. He trusts 
that I will always be there for him, if even 
in my “very very strange” way and so why 
would he lift a finger towards his future if 
Mum is going to sort it for him anyway. 

However my slack approach to mother-
hood has also meant that he knows how to 
feed himself so he won’t starve and that is 
a bonus when he moves out of home next 
year. Unfortunately when he goes, we will 
have to go back to relying on Paul to fix all 
things broken which means vines will grow 
on broken shoes etc over the same period of 
time they grew over Sleeping Beauty’s cas-
tle before anything will actually get mended. 
Of course we won’t be allowed to throw 
them out because that would be a waste.

I brought home a row of clothing hooks for 
the back of Sarah’s door a few weeks ago 
– Sarah immediately handed them and the 
screwdriver to Ben and the following con-
versation ensued:
Ben: “What am I supposed to do with 
this?” 
Sarah: “Hang it up on the back of my door 
for me dufus”.
Ben: “What are you all going to do after I 
move out?”

Everyone looks at Paul who is busy assem-
bling a plate of nibblies for himself so he 
can sit down with a beer and watch the 
Formula 1 in his recliner.
Sarah: “Daddy?”
Ben: “Yeah right, as I was saying..........”
Paul grins and happily shuffles off with his 
salami, cheese and crackers.

Hence I asked for my own tool kit for 
Mother’s Day. It is awesome—it is red and 
black with handles and lots of pockets and 
likely to get lots of use when Ben heads 
north to uni next year.

I may be crap at dusting but I can use a 
screwdriver.

  MY LIFE AND OTHER MISADVENTURES WITH  CAZ GREENE

Just so you know I am a crap housekeeper 
and a passable but extremely lazy cook. 
Those of you who have been reading 

my dribble over the years or been unlucky 
enough to meet me in person are more than 
likely aware of these obvious facts.
I had great intentions of being an awesome 
wife and mother when I tied the knot with 
Paul 21 years ago (seriously, that long 
ago????) – you might think it was because 
I had watched too many episodes of The 
Brady Bunch where Carol Brady does such 
a bang up job of being an amazing “mom” 
but even then I had worked out it was 
because Alice was overworked and under-
paid that the Brady family were the success 
their writers wanted them to appear.  
 
No, I figured I had big shoes to fill and 
was determined to follow in my mother’s 
sensibly shod footsteps. Mum grew up the 
second eldest of a large farming family, way 
way out west in southern NSW—she had an 
older brother she idolised and five younger 
brothers she mothered. No sister to help 
shoulder the burden of being the daughter 
of the house. Her mother—who had once 
danced the Charleston on roller-skates in 
her heyday in Sydney during the roaring 
twenties—was next to useless as a station 
owner’s wife.

It was Mum who from the age of ten learnt 
how to feed thirty starving shearers and 
close her Catholic schoolgirl ears to their 
colourful language and innuendo. Mum 
who was sent away to boarding school in 
Sydney at that same age (nearest school to 
her home was three hours away) and spent 
her spare moments sewing clothes for her 
rapidly growing brothers so that when she 
went home in the holidays they would have 
clothes that fit for their next school term at 
their boys school.

Mum never went out to work after she had 
us, but she worked from home as a seam-
stress, making school uniforms, wedding 
dresses and doing alterations, that way she 
was always home when we threw open the 
door after school and filled the quiet and 
dark (she didn’t like using electricity if she 
could help it—I get it now!) house with our 
noise and arguments.

Growing up there was never a time, even 
when money was scarce, when we didn’t 
have afternoon tea and fresh fruit to greet 
us on our return from school. Never a night 
when we cried with an earache or nightmare 
that she wasn’t there within minutes, with 
a wet washer to wipe our faces and calm 
voice to soothe us—a skill I have inherited  
but  since I am home from work hours after 
my kids I have little control over what they 
stuff themselves with before dinner . Unless 
I invest in a surveillance system with fridge 
or cupboard doors that administer electri-
cal shocks. Hmm, that could be a winner 
for The New Inventors show, as long as it 
was solar powered though! If I give Ben 
the idea, he would have it made for me in 
a heart beat, he is that kind of genius who 
loves his Mum.

The kind of evil genius that is who would 
make the device and then include a hand/
finger print scanner so that his siblings are 
zapped but he is home free. The kind of evil 
genius who would then include a timer so 
that if his mother needed to get a glass of 
water in the night she would find herself the 
recipient of a shock at 3am in the morning 
and perhaps a trip to hospital. Yes, he is 
calculating like that, which is why I can’t 
understand why he hasn’t worked out how 
to get an actual part time job yet. 

And if you wonder why I think he would 
willingly play such a prank on his mother—

it’s because he hasn’t gotten over the time 
when I secretly slowed his computer mouse 
so that no matter how quick he tried to avoid 
being slaughtered while playing Call Of 
Duty he had no chance.
As you see, the apple doesn’t fall far from 
the tree. 

My mother used to be a practical joker too. 
She loved short sheeting my older brother’s 
bed and once glued my Dad’s wallet shut 
so he couldn’t buy a beer at the pub. I don’t 
think he thought it was as  funny as his 
mates did.

Mum appeared the unruffled type in pub-
lic—the smacks would come six hours after 
the offence in some cases—and when she 
lost it she really lost it—we would scatter 
and hope that we weren’t the poor bugger 
she caught and used the fly swatter on. I 
clearly wasn’t as fast as the others but then 
I was also the one who probably deserved it 
most since I was never good at keeping my 
mouth shut when I should...

Our house was always neat and clean and 
very welcoming to all guests, it was no 
museum where you were scared to touch 
anything, but it certainly wasn’t the cess 
pit my house gets during the work week. I 
guess my memories of our home growing 
up make me feel endlessly guilty, because I 
yearn to have a home that has less cobwebs, 
greasy walls and cleaner floors but I also 
want an Alice to clean it all for me so I can 
just spend time hanging with my kids. 
If you are one of those amazing women (or 
men) who are able to hold down a full time 
job, volunteer work, sport, raising kids and 
have a clean house I applaud you—many 
people seem to be better than I at the job of 
providing a clean home and full belly. I used 
to bake endlessly for all kinds of events and 
now I find myself frowning at the effort of 
pulling out my loyal and steadfast Kenwood 
mixer. 

Somehow over the years of trying to make 
my kids eat vegetables when they were 
young and finding a meal we could afford 
to cook that everyone liked at a time, that 
suited everyone, I just got over cooking at 
all. Paul does most of it now which is fab 
being an ex chef and all and I am not feel-
ing even slightly guilty about it since I was 
the sole chef of the Greene kitchen for the 
first sixteen years of our marriage. I love the 
days when I come home to the wonderful 
aroma of food cooking—fantastic, but not 
very common since Paul doesn’t get hungry 
till 8pm and the kids have long since reheat-
ed leftovers and slunk off to their respective 
computers to interact in cyberspace.

I try to channel a fifties super mum, I buy 
the right ingredients and get the cook books 

Not Waving, Drowning!!

Summer has passed and more children have drowned during 
the season. Let’s not let this happen next summer.

In January 2013 Jennifer Juleff in Dunoon is offering one week 
of free Swim and Safety Lessons for babies, toddlers and school 
age children. Swimming is a skill for life so take advantage of 
this free offer. Give your kids the best chance of survival if they 
get into trouble in the water. Jennifer has over 12 years Austswim 
experience as well as 2 ½ years as a lifeguard. 

Booking is essential so please call Jennifer on 
6689 5311.

If you would like to leave a donation for the Royal Life Saving 
NSW there will be a collection box available.
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but if I sit down after I walk in the door 
there is no way I can get off my lazy bum 
without the help of at least two of my kids. 
I do worry that I am a horrible example of 
a mother but then I realise that my kids are 
now aware that feeding ourselves is the job 
of a whole family not just the mum who is 
also often working, and that they saw me 
doing it for years before I gave up the job to 
the better cook so they can’t complain there. 
They’ve even stopped asking me “what’s 
for dinner Mum” and go straight to begging 
their Dad to get off his recliner and cook one 
of his scrumptious vats of spaghetti/curry/
casserole.

I do excel at a few things as a Mum though 
– reading to my kids, being taxi driver/driv-
ing instructor and filling their ears with 
trivial facts they can roll their eyes at. Not to 
mention forcing them to watch old movies 
and sing along to the top ten hits of all time 
with me so that they can understand the cul-
tural references they hear on a regular basis 
from us old farts. 

Currently I am lying in wait to make them sit 
through The Shining, Deliverance and The 
Sound Of Music.  This approach seems to be 
working since I have noticed that they can 
actually carry on conversations with people 
face to face not just via text or tweet—and 
even better those conversations are often 
laced with quotes from The Goodies and 
Monty Python so you can’t say they’re not 
well educated in what matters!

At the moment one of my most important 
tasks as a new millennium mother is to 
communicate with Ben  (oldest son in Year 
12) while he is focused on slaying zombies 
or adding a bazooka to his Nerf gun which 
is no longer a Nerf gun by any descrip-
tion. I usually start by repeating my mantra 
of “how was your day; have you got any 
results from your physics test; did you hear 
back from those hundred job applications 
you put in last night; can you please put out 
your washing; empty dishwasher; open your 

window so we can breathe in here; oh my 
God what is that growing under your desk; 
do you really have to listen to that weird 
computer music; what time did you get to 
bed last night; do you think you could set an 
alarm next time; have you fixed my shoe/
toilet/toaster/computer yet?”

Yes I do say it like that because he doesn’t 
choose to hear me anyway so I might as well 
get all the nagging over and done in one go. 
Usually when I finish this monotone rant 
(the strident rant I save for certain times of 
the month) he turns and grins at me and says 
“not yet”. 

Last Friday night I came home and was too 
tired to speak – rare I know, so I just lay 
down on his bed which looked really really 
comfortable even though it hasn’t been 
made in three years. He was in the middle 
of an online game against a mate and did not 
even pause as he said “what the hell are you 
doing on my bed” to which I replied “deal-
ing with the trauma of being your mother”. 
He laughed so hard he accidentally shot his 
mate (not fatally) and had to apologise. He 
said “sorry Callum it’s my Mum – she’s 
passed out on my bed” then, after continu-
ing to play a bit he then replied to something 
his mate and zombie slaying wing man 
said over his head phones “ no, she’s not a 
psycho Nazi like your Mum, she’s just very 
VERY strange.”

True enough, it’s why we get on so well and 
I haven’t departed the family home to live 
in some ashram or commune in the hills of 
Nimbin without my loving kids. I was won-
dering about this Callum’s mum though, and 
decided she likely wasn’t a psycho Nazi at 
all but just a Mum who hadn’t given up the 
fight yet.

I do find it hard to motivate my son, no mat-
ter what approach I take and I am pretty sure 
it is because he is like one of those lions who 
barely lift an eyelid  as their cubs climb all 
over them and try to bite them. He knows he 

is superior in strength and intelligence and 
thus I am not worthy of his stress. He trusts 
that I will always be there for him, if even 
in my “very very strange” way and so why 
would he lift a finger towards his future if 
Mum is going to sort it for him anyway. 

However my slack approach to mother-
hood has also meant that he knows how to 
feed himself so he won’t starve and that is 
a bonus when he moves out of home next 
year. Unfortunately when he goes, we will 
have to go back to relying on Paul to fix all 
things broken which means vines will grow 
on broken shoes etc over the same period of 
time they grew over Sleeping Beauty’s cas-
tle before anything will actually get mended. 
Of course we won’t be allowed to throw 
them out because that would be a waste.

I brought home a row of clothing hooks for 
the back of Sarah’s door a few weeks ago 
– Sarah immediately handed them and the 
screwdriver to Ben and the following con-
versation ensued:
Ben: “What am I supposed to do with 
this?” 
Sarah: “Hang it up on the back of my door 
for me dufus”.
Ben: “What are you all going to do after I 
move out?”

Everyone looks at Paul who is busy assem-
bling a plate of nibblies for himself so he 
can sit down with a beer and watch the 
Formula 1 in his recliner.
Sarah: “Daddy?”
Ben: “Yeah right, as I was saying..........”
Paul grins and happily shuffles off with his 
salami, cheese and crackers.

Hence I asked for my own tool kit for 
Mother’s Day. It is awesome—it is red and 
black with handles and lots of pockets and 
likely to get lots of use when Ben heads 
north to uni next year.

I may be crap at dusting but I can use a 
screwdriver.

  MY LIFE AND OTHER MISADVENTURES WITH  CAZ GREENE

Just so you know I am a crap housekeeper 
and a passable but extremely lazy cook. 
Those of you who have been reading 

my dribble over the years or been unlucky 
enough to meet me in person are more than 
likely aware of these obvious facts.
I had great intentions of being an awesome 
wife and mother when I tied the knot with 
Paul 21 years ago (seriously, that long 
ago????) – you might think it was because 
I had watched too many episodes of The 
Brady Bunch where Carol Brady does such 
a bang up job of being an amazing “mom” 
but even then I had worked out it was 
because Alice was overworked and under-
paid that the Brady family were the success 
their writers wanted them to appear.  
 
No, I figured I had big shoes to fill and 
was determined to follow in my mother’s 
sensibly shod footsteps. Mum grew up the 
second eldest of a large farming family, way 
way out west in southern NSW—she had an 
older brother she idolised and five younger 
brothers she mothered. No sister to help 
shoulder the burden of being the daughter 
of the house. Her mother—who had once 
danced the Charleston on roller-skates in 
her heyday in Sydney during the roaring 
twenties—was next to useless as a station 
owner’s wife.

It was Mum who from the age of ten learnt 
how to feed thirty starving shearers and 
close her Catholic schoolgirl ears to their 
colourful language and innuendo. Mum 
who was sent away to boarding school in 
Sydney at that same age (nearest school to 
her home was three hours away) and spent 
her spare moments sewing clothes for her 
rapidly growing brothers so that when she 
went home in the holidays they would have 
clothes that fit for their next school term at 
their boys school.

Mum never went out to work after she had 
us, but she worked from home as a seam-
stress, making school uniforms, wedding 
dresses and doing alterations, that way she 
was always home when we threw open the 
door after school and filled the quiet and 
dark (she didn’t like using electricity if she 
could help it—I get it now!) house with our 
noise and arguments.

Growing up there was never a time, even 
when money was scarce, when we didn’t 
have afternoon tea and fresh fruit to greet 
us on our return from school. Never a night 
when we cried with an earache or nightmare 
that she wasn’t there within minutes, with 
a wet washer to wipe our faces and calm 
voice to soothe us—a skill I have inherited  
but  since I am home from work hours after 
my kids I have little control over what they 
stuff themselves with before dinner . Unless 
I invest in a surveillance system with fridge 
or cupboard doors that administer electri-
cal shocks. Hmm, that could be a winner 
for The New Inventors show, as long as it 
was solar powered though! If I give Ben 
the idea, he would have it made for me in 
a heart beat, he is that kind of genius who 
loves his Mum.

The kind of evil genius that is who would 
make the device and then include a hand/
finger print scanner so that his siblings are 
zapped but he is home free. The kind of evil 
genius who would then include a timer so 
that if his mother needed to get a glass of 
water in the night she would find herself the 
recipient of a shock at 3am in the morning 
and perhaps a trip to hospital. Yes, he is 
calculating like that, which is why I can’t 
understand why he hasn’t worked out how 
to get an actual part time job yet. 

And if you wonder why I think he would 
willingly play such a prank on his mother—

it’s because he hasn’t gotten over the time 
when I secretly slowed his computer mouse 
so that no matter how quick he tried to avoid 
being slaughtered while playing Call Of 
Duty he had no chance.
As you see, the apple doesn’t fall far from 
the tree. 

My mother used to be a practical joker too. 
She loved short sheeting my older brother’s 
bed and once glued my Dad’s wallet shut 
so he couldn’t buy a beer at the pub. I don’t 
think he thought it was as  funny as his 
mates did.

Mum appeared the unruffled type in pub-
lic—the smacks would come six hours after 
the offence in some cases—and when she 
lost it she really lost it—we would scatter 
and hope that we weren’t the poor bugger 
she caught and used the fly swatter on. I 
clearly wasn’t as fast as the others but then 
I was also the one who probably deserved it 
most since I was never good at keeping my 
mouth shut when I should...

Our house was always neat and clean and 
very welcoming to all guests, it was no 
museum where you were scared to touch 
anything, but it certainly wasn’t the cess 
pit my house gets during the work week. I 
guess my memories of our home growing 
up make me feel endlessly guilty, because I 
yearn to have a home that has less cobwebs, 
greasy walls and cleaner floors but I also 
want an Alice to clean it all for me so I can 
just spend time hanging with my kids. 
If you are one of those amazing women (or 
men) who are able to hold down a full time 
job, volunteer work, sport, raising kids and 
have a clean house I applaud you—many 
people seem to be better than I at the job of 
providing a clean home and full belly. I used 
to bake endlessly for all kinds of events and 
now I find myself frowning at the effort of 
pulling out my loyal and steadfast Kenwood 
mixer. 

Somehow over the years of trying to make 
my kids eat vegetables when they were 
young and finding a meal we could afford 
to cook that everyone liked at a time, that 
suited everyone, I just got over cooking at 
all. Paul does most of it now which is fab 
being an ex chef and all and I am not feel-
ing even slightly guilty about it since I was 
the sole chef of the Greene kitchen for the 
first sixteen years of our marriage. I love the 
days when I come home to the wonderful 
aroma of food cooking—fantastic, but not 
very common since Paul doesn’t get hungry 
till 8pm and the kids have long since reheat-
ed leftovers and slunk off to their respective 
computers to interact in cyberspace.

I try to channel a fifties super mum, I buy 
the right ingredients and get the cook books 

Not Waving, Drowning!!

Summer has passed and more children have drowned during 
the season. Let’s not let this happen next summer.

In January 2013 Jennifer Juleff in Dunoon is offering one week 
of free Swim and Safety Lessons for babies, toddlers and school 
age children. Swimming is a skill for life so take advantage of 
this free offer. Give your kids the best chance of survival if they 
get into trouble in the water. Jennifer has over 12 years Austswim 
experience as well as 2 ½ years as a lifeguard. 

Booking is essential so please call Jennifer on 
6689 5311.

If you would like to leave a donation for the Royal Life Saving 
NSW there will be a collection box available.
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  PACIFIC ISLAND DIARIES WITH CHARLES BETTERIDGE

“Queen Emma” in 19th Century New Guinea. Part 6.
Imperial Germany Moves In

In my previous episode, I men-
tioned the move from Mioko 
Island to the mainland of New 

Guinea in the Gazelle Peninsula by 
Emma and her “entourage”, and the 
establishing of numerous coconut 
plantations, warehouses, and wharf-
ing facilities for overseas ships etc.

The failed De Ray’s expedition to 
New Guinea to establish a French 
Colonial Empire of the early 1880’s 
shaped the future of New Guinea 
in a way not generally recognised. 
It might – and justly – have been 
dismissed as the “madness of the 
marquis” had not the scandal of it 
directed British and German attention 
to the condition of New Guinea. 

Germany, officially, was indifferent. 
The act of annexation of New Guinea 
by the German warship Ariadne, in 
1878, had been repudiated by the 
German Government; but pressure by 
German commercial and colonising 
interests might have led to some 

sort of official occupation of the 
area by Germany, about 1880, had 
it not been for the embarrassments 
of her chief Pacific instrumentally, 
Godeffroy and Sons.

Godeffroys were undergoing 
painful reconstruction, following 
the dislocations caused by the 
blockade of Hamburg during the 
Franco-German war (1870-71). 
They mortgaged certain substantial 
assets to British financiers, pending 
reconstruction, and reconstruction 
called for annexation by Germany of 
certain hitherto unclaimed territories 
in the Pacific Islands. When the 
German Government would not 
act, Adolf von Hansemann and 
a group of Berlin and Hamburg 
merchants formed the South Sea 
Trading Company (or Syndicate) to 
save those German assets, and keep 
pressure on the Government.

Bismarck sympathised with their 
plans, but the German Diet still 
was unfriendly. After it had rejected 
one definite plan in April, 1880, 
von Hansemann carried on with 
his organisation and eventually, by 
gradually building up the Plantageon 
Gesellschaft,, took over the Godeffroy 
interests and saved the German assets. 
Thus, up to about 1882, the Germans 
had planned much but accomplished 
little in the actual occupation of New 
Guinea. 

Official Britain, similarly, was 
indifferent, but not the British colonies 
in Australia. They were vociferously 
opposed to the establishment of 
any “foreign” colony in the great 
archipelagos north and northeast 
of Queensland. A British Navy 
officer, Captain Moresby, in 1873, 
after discovering and naming Port 

Moresby, had annexed all of eastern 
New Guinea. But his enterprise was 
officially repudiated by Whitehall.

Queensland and New South Wales, 
knowing something of the German 
plans and shocked by the sudden 
appearance of “Nouvelle France” 
in New Ireland, raised an even 
greater clamour in 1882. As a result, 
Queensland finally sent magistrate 
H.M. Chester across from Thursday 
Island to Port Moresby, to formally 
annex, on April 4, 1883, on behalf of 
the British Crown, all of New Guinea 
eastward of the 141 meridian, and 
all the unclaimed islands adjacent 
thereto. But once more the British 
Government, to the fury of the 
Australian colonies, would not 
confirm or support Queensland’s 
action. It said it was “satisfied” that 
no untoward action would be taken by 
Germany, but it did consent to meet 
the colonial leaders in a Convention 
to discuss the situation.

One day in June, 1883, Farrell’s 
steamer came in to Mioko, from 
Sydney, and brought copies of 
Australian newspapers.  Emma, 
Farrell, Mr. And Mrs. Parkinson, 
Godeffroys’ manager (who was the 
German consul in that area) and a 
couple of officers from a German 
warship, were all there together. 
Together, they read the startling news 
of Queensland’s act of annexation, 
of April 4. 

Not knowing that Britain had refused 
to follow through, the news, for 
widely differing reasons, caused 
most of them great consternation. 
The official Germans damned their 
obstructionist politicians in Berlin, 
who apparently had allowed the 
English to forestall them in seizing 

Adolph von Hansemann. 

1827-1903. Founder of the 
Neuginea-Kompagnie.
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New Guinea. The Godeffroy and 
Hernsheim men were loud in their 
protest that the two largest trading 
firms were German, and that their 
claims were therefore greater than 
those of the English.

Farrell was Australian- born but 
strictly non-nationalist in outlook. 
Emma, who had always been assumed 
to be Farrell’s legal wife, repudiated 
his nationality sharply, for reasons 
that became much clearer at a later 
date. “I am an American citizen,” 
she said, “and trade as an American.” 
But all were forced to agree that, if 
missionaries and casual traders were 
counted, there were more British in 
the area than other Europeans.

Both Parkinson and Emma agreed 
that annexation, by which-ever 
Power, would bring its own troubles 
and petty regulations when it came, 
and they determined to get all their 
plantations shaped-up and established 
before any government came in to 
tell them what they might do. They 
had not long to wait.

Britain met her colonial leaders in 
the Pacific in a Convention, and 
following it, informed Germany in 
September 1884, that the British 
wished to establish a protectorate 
over all the New Guinea coast 
and contiguous islands. However 
as an act of courtesy to Germany, 
Britain stated that she would limit 
her protectorate, for the present, to 
southeast New Guinea and islands 
immediately eastwards thereof.

In October1884, the German warship 
Elizabeth called at Mioko; and, from 
information gathered from their own 
trading ships, Emma and Parkinson 
knew that other German warships 
were at Simpsohaven or elsewhere 
in the group. Annexation, they knew, 
was very near and on the whole they 
welcomed it – the only matter for 
real concern was the attitude the new 
government might take over land 

acquisition.

But for Farrell, any annexation by 
any nation meant trouble and he was 
sour at the prospect of losing his 
native labour trading. The mission 
societies in Australia had fiercely 
announced their discovery, that, up to 
the end of 1883, 700 young natives 
from New Britain-New Ireland area 
had been transported to Samoa, 
and about 1,500 to Queensland and 
Fiji. Moreover, both the German 
and British Governments had agreed 
that the traffic needed control and 
reform. Farrell saw the end of seven 
years of unrestricted, very profitable 
“recruiting”.  

To the consternation of Whitehall, 
and the near-hysterical anger of the 
Australian colonies, but with no 
surprise in New Britain, Germany 
formally annexed northeast New 
Guinea and the islands adjacent 
thereto, by declarations at Mioko on 
November 3, 1884; and at points in 
New Britain, New Ireland and New 
Guinea, in the ensuing fortnight. The 
British had been completely out-
manoeuvred.

Commodore J.E. Erskine hoisted 
the Union Jack at Port Moresby on 
November 6, 1884, and named the 
country thereabouts “British New 
Guinea”; but that brought only a 
dismal wailing in the Australian 

capitals. British New Guinea (now 
Papua) was merely a protectorate 
(annexation did not come until 1888, 
when Sir William Macgregor carried 
out the formal act at Port Moresby) 
which meant that Germany got the 
best and biggest section of New 
Guinea.  

In the years immediately after 
annexation, the Germans began 
reorganising their new Colony and 
abandoned most of the Island’s old 
names (see table below).

Very soon after taking possession, 
the New Guinea Company acquired 
large areas of land around – and 
especially southwards of – the areas 
already occupied by Emma and 
Parkinson, and began systematic 
planting of coconuts. The DH and 
PG interests became merged in those 
of the Chartered Company, which 
actively encouraged the settlement 
of individual planters all over 
the colony, and especially in Neu 
Pommern (New Britain). It brought 
in hundreds of labourers from China, 
and so introduced Pidgin English.

To be continued......

New Guinea 
Mainland became Kaiser Wilhelmsland

New Britain “ Neu Pommern

New Ireland “ Neu Mecklenberg

Duke of York Island “ Neu Lauenberg

Lavongai  “ Neu Hanover

Admiralty Islands “ Manus

Sek “ Alexishafen

Madang “ Friedrich Wilhelm 
Haven

Kokopo “ Herbertshohe

Sepik River “ Kaiserin Augusta River
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  DUNOON PUBLIC SCHOOL NEWS WITH  GENEVIEVE SLOCOMBE

What a fantastic Autumn it is!  
Dunoon School is very fortu-
nate to have wonderful grounds 

and plenty of space for the children to get 
outside and run, play soccer or just enjoy 
the warmth of the sunshine during break 
times.   They certainly took advantage of 
the dry days and open space to work on 
their Cross Country skills and all the prac-
tice paid off handsomely. 

It was a magic day at Corndale on Friday 
11th May as all the small district schools 
came together to race over the paddocks 
and up the hills.  Dunoon children joined 
in with much enthusiasm – the highest 
level of participation for many years.  The 
school was awarded 3 trophies for first 
place:  

Eade and Darius took out the win for the 
5/6 year age group and Jazmin for the 11 
Year Girls.  Great efforts from everyone 
including place getters Paddy, Chloe, 
Fynn, Indigo, Cassandra, Gabriella, 
Anthony and Lachlan.   Lots of parents 
came to enjoy the day and support the 
runners.

Kindergarten children report on their first 
Cross Country:

“Last Friday I ran at the Cross Country.  It 
was hot.”  Sunny

“I went on the bus to get to Corndale 
School.”  Jack

“Last Friday we went to Cross Country 
and I came third, and second in my 
school.”  Paddy

Parents have also been busy with fund-
raising for the school.  At the Easter mar-
ket at The Channon, Dunoon School was 
charity of the day.  P and C support was 
excellent in providing BBQ, stalls and 
gate collectors for the whole day.  Hard 
work, great fun and a very successful 
fundraiser!    

The School Development Day at the 
beginning of term provided the opportu-
nity for staff, and some parents as well, 
to learn the skills of “Mindfulness in 
Education”.   The workshop program 
demonstrated breathing and stillness tech-
niques that can be used to train the mind 
to be more focused, less anxious and to 
exercise greater control over reactions 
to things going on around us.  Teachers 
have been introducing the techniques into 
classroom routines.  

Coming up this term is a focus day to 
be shared with other schools in the “Big 
Scrub Learning Community”.  Students 
of all ages will be experiencing what it is 
like to be “Aboriginal for a Day”.  This 
program is presented by Cultural Infusion 
and encompasses storytelling, face paint-
ing, art, didgeridoo and dance.  The aim 
is to develop greater understanding and 
respect for Indigenous Culture.

Our school website is always worth 
checking out for the latest events:   www.
dunoon-p.schools@det.nsw.edu.au

Parents chillin’ at the Cross Country races.

Kindy Class
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It has been a very productive term 
with plenty of activity around the 
school. The highlights have been 

the Conflict Management Program for 
students from Year 3 to 6. This aimed 
to show participants different ways to 
avoid conflicts with discussion topics 
on arguing, avoiding, talking and listen-
ing. New strategies were learnt through 
roll play and drama so that students can 
practise positive language and solve 
problems.

The end of the term Crazy Hair Day 
was also a great success with some 
interesting hairdos and colours. The 
students were able to raise $150.00 for 
the Leukaemia Foundation. Our Easter 
Egg raffle was very popular and raised 
a considerable amount of money for 
school funds.

This term we started with the school 
and District Cross Country on Friday 
11th May at Corndale. The weather was 
great and all the students ran well and 
enjoyed the day. Our best runners will 
compete in Zone Cross country in the 
next few weeks. We wish them well.

Our Tennis team, coached by Kinder 
Year 1 teacher Ms Kimberley Taylor 
played very well in the PSSA knockout 
comp and won all games when they 
played against Westlawn PS recently. 
They are all very excited to be in the 
semi finals. Good Luck Guys!

At the end of Term1, a selected number 
of our students attended an Art Smart 
program with gifted and talented students 
from other local schools. The work they 
produced was very impressive. It is on 
display in our school foyer and will later 
be on show in the Lismore Regional 
Gallery for all to admire. Also currently 
on display at the gallery is an exhibition 
of work by Australian children’s book 
illustrator, Roland Harvey. It will be 
there till July so well worth a look if 
you are in town with your little ones.

Also to be admired, in the foyer area, is 
work done by class 3/4 who completed 
great project work on the local history. 
No doubt they have learnt a lot more of 
what our area was like in the past.

Some of our keen readers are now 
participating in the Premier’s Reading 
Challenge. This is a great boost to their 
skills and interest in reading so it is 
pleasing to see them joining in. More 
information on this wonderful program 
can be found on the website www.
premiersreadingchallenge.nsw.edu.au. 
Anzac Day saw a group of our students 
and teachers participating in the Anzac 
Parade in Lismore. No doubt, the march 
and ceremony were moving experiences 
for our children.

Last year all our students had the 
opportunity to have improved their 
cooking skills with the Kids in a Kitchen 
program and we are hoping that this will 
again be up and running. The little chefs 
are keen to use the veggies growing in 
our garden. The children cook and eat 
healthy and nourishing food with the 
help of parent volunteers.

This week, Years 3 and 5 attempted the 
Federal Government’s Naplan Tests in 
Literacy and Numeracy. We hope their 
results, sent to the school and parents 
later in the year, will show them doing 
well. 

Last Friday, 18th May, two classes 
went off to enjoy the beautiful Autumn 
weather on an excursion to Byron Bay 
with Ms Bice and Mr Thomson. This 
was Mr T’s last day out with his class 
before he retires at the end of the term. 
The groups had a guided tour to the 
top of the lighthouse, spent time in the 
museum, listened to a talk from Arakwal 
speakers on bush tucker and indigenous 
cultures as well as a play on  in the sand 
on Wategoes Beach following a sausage 
sizzle lunch. Sounds like a very full 
day’s learning.

Our school has 
its own website 
and we are now 
trialling ways 
to communicate 
changes of events 
on the site. This 
was put into 
practice for the 
recent Cross 
Country events 

where the possibility of rain might 
have caused a last minute cancellation. 
Parents reported back that this was 
helpful so it may be able to be used 
for other uses. Our web address can 
be accessed by going to http:/www.
modanville-p.schools.nsw.edu.au.  
Check it out for all the news and great 
photos.

Our battery recycling collection has 
been very successful in bringing a little 
extra money to the school. We can 
recycle batteries, smoke alarms, old 
CD and DVDs, corks, reading glasses, 
X rays and mobile phones. If you have 
any of these to dispose of simply drop 
into our school letter box or office. Your 
help is always appreciated.

We would also welcome any completed 
Woolies Earn & Learn sticker cards 
for our school collection. So if anyone 
has a card or two after the weekly shop 
please drop these into our school or 
send in with our students as money 
raised from these can help with buying 
great things. 
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  MODANVILLE SCHOOL NEWS WITH  JENNY STAPLES

Dunoon General Practice
100 James Street, Dunoon
Dr. Gillian Ette

Dr. Nathan Kesteven
Surgery open Monday, Thursday and Fridays 9am - 2.30pm

and occasional other days

Phone: 6689 5811 or 6689 5822
Fax: 6689 5833

Bulk billing available

LIBRARY BUS 
TIMETABLE 2012

MODANVILLE SCHOOL 
2.00pm - 3.30pm 

June 5 & 19
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 WHIAN WHIAN SCHOOL NEWS WITH  KIM READ  & DAVE CONDON L

Whian Whian School had a 
fabulous Easter Hat Parade 
in the last week of Term 1. 

Preschoolers joined in to create some 
very imaginative head wear and told 
the audience about their creations. The 
parade was followed by an egg hunt for 
everyone.

 In April we had a visit from 3 Japanese 
children and their mothers.  It was a very 
valuable day as the students practiced 
communicating with people with very 
basic English knowledge. They joined in 
normal classes, shared recess and lunch 
and played sport in the afternoon.

Whian Whian School proudly supported 
the Anzac Day March with nearly half 
the school attending. Some of our future 
students also marched.

Life Education was held at Corndale 
School and the whole school enjoyed 

visiting Healthy Harold the giraffe and 
learnt about healthy habits relevant to 
their age.

Dr Nathan came for a Science Lesson 
focusing on the Solar System and 
building rockets that will be launched 
at the next lesson, keep tuned for the 
results!!

Cross Country was held at Corndale 
on Friday 11th May, the day dawned 
warm and sunny and all the students 
did a fantastic job participating in their 
races, many of whom improved on 
their previous position, well done.

This term the students have been 
learning all about persuasive writing 
and here is a piece by Mollie:

Why it is good to wear school clothes
I think that all people should have to wear 
school clothes to school because when your 

school goes to a show 
or cross country if 
you wearing your 
school clothes it 
makes it easier for 
your teachers to not 
lose you.
I think that all 
people should have to 
wear school clothes 
so you don’t have 
to stand in front of 
your cupboard all 

day and choose your clothes. 
If we wear the more trendy clothes it can 
make other kids jealous.  
By Mollie             
              
All the children are enjoying sport with 
athletics training on Tuesdays and tennis 
continuing on Fridays.
Don’t forget to check out our school 
website for latest photo’s, newsletters, 
school information and P & C information 
go to www.whianwhian-p.schools.nsw.
edu.au, If you have children ready to 
enrol in 2013 and would like to visit the 
school and staff please do not hesitate to 
contact us on 6689 5240.

Is your garden or lawn in need of help? 
Then look no further then Multitask 
Green Team for all your garden 
maintenance needs.  They provide 
plants and landscape maintenance 
services at very affordable prices for a 
range of different customers including 
Dept Education, Bunnings, Norco, 
Lismore Council and Lismore Shop-
ping Square.  They have full insur-
ances and Work Cover accreditation 
along with qualified supervisors. 

This experienced and reliable crew 
are now equipped with a 4ft Zero 
Turn Mower and will visit you in the 
Lismore/Goonellabah and surround-
ing districts. The Multitask City Farm 
Nursery sells a large selection of 
popular shrubs, groundcovers and 
natives, for your domestic garden or 
landscaping needs.  The Nursery is 
having its annual spring sale at the 
Lismore Show from 18th October to  

the 21st October 2007, so come on 
down and grab some plants at whole-
sale prices for your backyard, school 
playground or landscaping project. 

So join the satisfied clients who are enjoy-
ing the benefits of utilising this cost effec-
tive & reliable service.  You can obtain a 
no obligation FREE quote simply by call-

ing 66274911 or 0411 337 666
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  DUNOON PRE SCHOOL NEWS WITH  JILLIAN BOWLES

Here is the sea;

The wavy sea;

Here is a boat:

And here is me.

By their very nature shells 
are intriguing objects to 
touch, listen to, look 

at and of course find. Shells at 
preschool come in many shapes 
and sizes, as the children re-
cently discovered.

The initial directed focus was 
looking for the spiral shape 
in every shell, which proved 
intriguing to all. Spirals were 
found, but in many varied 

places and of differing sizes on the shells.

Harry decided to place his shells end to 
end along the spiral to see how many shells 
would be required to reach the centre. Harry 
couldn’t believe how many shells were 
needed. 

Sam drew the spirals and 
Banjo placed a variety of 
shells against his ears to 
listen to the sea.

Today at preschool, Joanna 
our yoga teacher, visited us. 
Joanna has been a regular 
visitor for a long time and 
the children practice not only 
yoga postures but relaxation 
and breathing techniques. 
Joanna always bases her 
sessions around well loved 
books. Today the children 

assumed poses of eagles, whales, trees, beds, 
shells, horses and many more. It is impossible 
not to smile as three year olds assume 
varying poses. We’re looking forward to 
seeing Joanna again in a few weeks. 

We are very excited about the purchase 
of the Mason’s building for our preschool 
(see below). This has been the culmination 
of many past years of fundraising and 
celebrating the many Dunoon and district 
families and children that have passed 
through our doors over the years. 

Until next time

When Dunoon preschool first 
looked for a place in which to 
develop an Early Childhood 

Education program for children from Du-
noon and the surrounding villages, the 
Dunoon Masons provided the use of the 
downstairs part of the James Street build-
ing as well as the gardens. 

For over twenty years Dunoon preschool 
have been tenants of the Dunoon Masons. 
Throughout this time, the preschool and the 
Masons have happily coexisted with the 
preschool paying minimal rent and mak-
ing many changes, so much so that some 
in the community have been unaware that 
the Masons still use the building. 

In late 2010 the preschool asked the Ma-
sons if they would like to sell the build-
ing to the preschool and they agreed. The 
preschool community are very grateful to 
the Masons for their support. We are very 
excited at the prospect of having a perma-
nent home that we can continue to develop 

into the best learning environment for the 
children in our community. 

We are very fortunate that at some time in 
the past, the Dunoon preschool commu-
nity fundraised a sizable sum of money so 
that we now have the ability to partially 
fund the building purchase. 

What we are now asking for are dona-
tions from the wider community to fully 
pay for the purchase. Importantly Dunoon 
preschool has obtained charitable gift re-
cipient status for the building fund. This 
means that all donations over $2 can be 
claimed by you as a tax deduction. 

We are also currently investigating ways 
that we can advertise your contribution. 
Stay tuned for upcoming events. We would 
love to hear from past students and fami-
lies, especially if you were one of those 
who got the ball rolling with some fantas-
tic fundraising years ago. 

If you are interested in either making a do-
nation or have any fundraising ideas please 
contact Michelle Gray (President) on 
6689 5081 or Jillian at the preschool on 
6689 5396. 
 
Lisa Jacka

Dunoon Preschool Building Fund

Phillipa and Flynn
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VILLAGE HALLS
DUNOON HALL

Community members welcome. For all book-
ings please contact Dunoon PO 6689 5101

Tullera Hall 6628 2488

Corndale Hall
David Hunter

6628 4364

Dorroughby Hall 6689 5013

Whian Whian Hall 6689 5839

The Channon Hall
General Store

6688 6240

CHURCH SERVICES
DUNOON ANGLICAN

Holy Communion Every Sunday 9.30am
Guild meets first Sunday of every month after 

Church

CHRISTADELPHIAN ECCLESIA
Sunday School 9.30am 

Memorial Meeting 11am each Sunday
Bible Address on occassions

6689 5229

DUNOON CATHOLIC CHURCH
1st & 3rd Sundays 9.30am

GOOLMANGAR 
CATHOLIC CHURCH

SPORTS
Channon/Dunoon
Pony Club

6688 6302

Channon Tennis Club 6688 6165

Dunoon Sports Club
Enquiries & Cricket

6689 5444

Dunoon Social Golf
Chris Gulliver

6689 5147
0428 428 165

Dunoon Soccer
Andy Bain
Geoff Perrin

6689 5898
0427 942 184
0429 090 946

DunoonTennis
Graeme Drew
Marilyn Kent

6689 5264

Tullera Tennis Club
Pauline Leeson

668 2224

BUS TIME TABLES

DEPARTS Whian Whian 7.55am

Dunoon Sch 8.06am

ARRIVES Greaves 8.09am

Lismore PO 8.45am

DEPARTS Spinks Park 3.20pm

Trinity Sch. 3.30pm

Richmond RivSch 3.34pm

ARRIVES Dunoon 4.02pm

Whian Whian 4.15pm

WHIAN WHIAN - LISMORE
School Days Only

School Bus Service
6628 4101

DUNOON BUS SERVICE
6624 8734/0412 248 503

Bus For Hire
Service is ‘Hail & Ride’ at any point along the route

DURING SCHOOL TERM:
DEPARTS Dorroughby Hall 7.55am

Rocky Creek Dam 8am

Donohue St. Dunoon 8.06am

Numulgi Creek Road 8.09am

Dunromin Dr. Modanville 8.12am

Tullera Hall 8.17am

McLeay Road 8.23am

Richmond River High 8.30am

Lismore High 8.41am

Wyrallah Rd. Public Sch 8.46am

OLL Public School 8.51am

ARRIVES Lismore Bus Park 8.56am

DEPARTS LISMORE BUS PARK 3.30PM
DURING SCHOOL HOLIDAYS:

DEPARTS Dorroughby Hall 8.30am

Dunoon Store 8.40am

Modanville Store 8.45am

Tullera Hall 8.52am

Minschull Crescent 8.56am

Molesworth St. 9am

ARRIVES Lismore Bus Park 9.07am

DEPARTS LISMORE BUS PARK 3.30PM

COMMUNITY MARKETS
1ST SUNDAY Lismore Car Boot

Byron Bay

2ND SUNDAY The Channon

3RD SATURDAY Mullumbimby

3RD SUNDAY Lismore Car Boot

Nimbin

4TH SUNDAY Bangalow

The Channon Craft Markets
Contact: Christine McFadden

6688 6433
secretary@thechannonmarket.org.au

Organic Produce Market
Every Tuesday 8-11am and Thurs 4-7pm

Lismore Showgrounds

Farmer’s Markets
Every Saturday 8am Lismore Showgrounds

Lismore Con Artists Markets
1st Sat of the month 11am,  Cnr Keen and Magellan

FIRE PERMIT OFFICERS
DUNOON
Barry Watts 6689 5359

Aline Feebrey 6689 5438

Ross McDougall 0409 425 551

TULLERA
John Hildebrand 0408 282 224

Dusty Miller 6622 2825

THE CHANNON
John Hutchison 6688 6480

Tony Roden 6689 1562

Neale Hayter 6688 6171

J.J. Bruce 6688 6453

ROSEBANK
De Condos 6688 1163

Doug Rowley 6688 2137

Eric Kinchin 6688 2217

WILDLIFE CARERS

Northern Rivers Wildlife Carers 6628 1866

WIRES Animal Rescue 24hr Hotline
6628 1898

OTHER USEFUL NUMBERS
Dunoon Lodge
Gordon Starkey 6689 5166

Dunoon Public 
School P & C
Graham Jordan

6689 5300

Northern Rivers
Animal Shelter
Robyn

6681 1860

For Junior Guides 
(ages 7 - 9 years) and 

Guides (ages 10 – 15 years) 
please contact 

Helen Hargreaves on 
6689 5294 (b.hours) 

or 6689 5254 
after hours.

June/July 2012

When the second Hall was destroyed by fire 
in 1963 it was rebuilt through the extraordi-
nary fund raising efforts of some members 
of the community.
 
It was being rebuilt in 1968 but meanwhile 
the land reverted to the Crown.
 
The Department of Lands contributed a 
small fraction of the cost of rebuilding.
 
It is now a PUBLIC RESERVE adminis-
tered by a trust appointed by the Minister 
for Lands
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SCHOOLS
PRESCHOOLS
PLAYGROUPS

Dunoon Public School 6689 5208

Modanville Public School 6628 2234

Corndale Public School 6628 4305

The Channon Public School 6688 6236

Whian Whian Public School 6689 5240

Dunoon Pre School 6689 5396

The Channon Children’s Centre 6688 6330

Dunoon After School/
Vacation Care

6689 5930

Tullera/Modanville Playgroup 6689 5381

Accommodation Imogen’s Farmstay & Winery 6689 5672
Accountant TNR 6621 8544
Admin/Secretarial Skills Sarah Ogier 6689 5407
Advertising Dunoon Gazette 6689 5954
Bottle Shop Dunoon Store 6689 5225

Mary G’s 6622 2924
Builder Multi Span Kit Buildings 6687 9954

Lic no:196173c

Bus Service Dunoon 6624 8734
Whian Whian 6628 4101

Carpenter Andrew Dorieans 0434 913 708
John Ferronato 0429 895 130

A/H 6689 9437
Caterer Annabelle Crow 6689 5276
Doctor Dr. Gillian Ette 6689 5811
Earthmoving Tom Thumb - Jeremy 0458 895 414
Electricial Services Warren Lewis 6689 5034

Afterglow Electrical 0432 331 633
Farm Services Tony Gifford 0409 938 835
Fencing Contractor Andrew Shepherd 0431 095 583
General Store Dunoon 6689 5225
Insurance Dudgeon & Berry 6621 3000
Laundry Service Clean & Green Laundry 6622 1359
Lismore Neighbourhood Cent. 6621 7397
Livestock Carriers Alan & Tanya Maloney 0438 635 334
Mechanic/Petrol Dunoon Automotive 6689 5137
Monumental Mason Beckinsale 6621 5497
Mortgage Broker Sue James 6689 5780

0408 605 537
Mowing/Garden Care John’s Yard Yakka 6628 2224
Plumber Nik Hyde 6689 5174
Pottery Supplies North Lismore 6621 4688
Printer Martin C 6622 3111
Refrigeration Russell’s 6621 3992
Restaurant Mayfields, Dunoon Sports 6689 5469

Mary G’s 6622 2924
Sports Club Dunoon 6689 5444
Tank Cleaning and Repairs, Smart Rainwater Solutions 0418 662 285
guttermesh 6629 1212
Tipper/Handyman Darryn Bassey 6628 2147
Towing Service Bruno Zambelli 6628 2230
Takeaway Modanville 6628 2005
Tractor Repairs Doc Dorahy 6622 2842
Tree Lopping Steve Cubis 6688 6455
Tyres Pirlos 6621 3561
Waste Disposal Richmond Waste 6621 7431

LOCAL PHONE DIRECTORY

DISCLAIMER
The opinions expressed in this newspaper and on its 
website are those of the individual contributors and 
are not necessarily those of the Gazette editor or staff.  
Contents copyright Dunoon & District Gazette.
May not be  reproduced for any purposes without 
written consent.  If you must steal from us, at least 
give us a credit!
Please be aware that if you are attending public func-
tions, your photograph maybe taken and submitted to 
the Gazette for publication in print and on the website. 
If you do not wish for your photo, or photos of mem-
bers of your family to be published please get in touch, 
with complete confidentiality, with the Editor via the 
phone numbers in the deadline column on Pg 2.

TIME ON 
YOUR 

HANDS?
Want to try something different? 

Meet new people?
Further your skills or learn new 

ones?
Why not volunteer?

There are many and varied positions 
available in a range of not-for-profit 
organisations in the Northern Rivers.
Contact Jeannette at Volunteering 
Northern Rivers on 6621 7397 to find 
out how you can start volunteering.

June/July 2012
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COFFEE & CAKE
$5.50

HOT PIE & COKE    
$5.50

88 JAMES STREET, DUNOON TEL: 6689 5225
OPEN 7 DAYS

MON - SAT 7AM - 7PM  
SUNDAYS AND PUBLIC HOLIDAYS 8AM - 6PM

 GREAT RANGE OF LOCAL FRESH FRUIT & VEGETABLES NOW AVAILABLE

FRESH MEATS FROM
HUTLEY BROS. 

LOCAL BUTCHERS

GLUTEN FREE PRODUCTS

ORGANIC HEALTH FOODS

TOFU PRODUCTS

BOTTLE SHOP 
TOP VARIETIES OF 
WINES AND BEERSBREAD, MILK & DAIRY

DUNOON GENERAL STORE
YOUR LOCAL STORE FOR FAMILY FRIENDLY SERVICE

DISCOVER THE FUN OF
BEING A GIRL GUIDE!

Clunes Girl Guide Units have vacancies for girls aged 7-9 and 9-15.  Both Units meet on Tuesdays.  
Join girls from Clunes, Dunoon, Dorroughby, Rosebank and Bexhill for fun activities, camping, life 
skills, canoeing, teamwork and leadership skills. 
Women aged 18 and over are also invited to discover the rewards of being a Guide Leader.  

For more information call Helen 6689 5294

Dunoon 
Indoor Bowls Club

Mondays 7.30pm 
at Dunoon Hall

Enjoy a socialble 
evening.

 No experience 
necessary 

And all at the low cost 
of $2!

Please call 

Ron
 6689 5018

THE CHANNON/DUNOON PONY CLUB
For further details please contact:

Peter Barlow Club President
Hm: 6628 2695

Lisa McFadyen Vice President
Hm: 6629 1023

Mykaella Gosper Club Secretary 
Hm: 6629 3486

Irene Brockhill Treasurer:
Hm: 6686 4798

Fiona Wilders  Club Captain
6628 2690

www.channondunoonponyclub.pcansw.org.au

Meet last Saturday or Sunday 
of every month. 

Beginners and advanced quilters welcome.
Contact Faith Newham

6689 5178

Whian Whian and Dunoon Quilt Group
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