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GAZETTE ADVERTISING RATES
        1 issue    3 issues   6 issues
    (2 months)   (6 months)  (1 year)
A  Small  (30mm H x 60mm W)
    $19.00  $51.00  $93.00
B  Regular  (70mm H x 60mm W)
    $29.00  $75.00  $145.00
C  Medium  (100mm H x 60mm W)  
    $38.00  $102.00  $185.00
D  Large Strip  (65mm H x 195mm W) 
    $59.00  $165.00  $292.00
E  Small Strip  (30mm H x 195mm W)
    $44.00  $121.00  $220.00
F  Half Page  (135mm H x 195mm W)
    $83.00  $220.00  $413.00
G  Full Page  (270mm H x 195 W)
    $132.00  $352.00  $660.00
H  2 X Full Pages - 10%   

Business Directory listing $11 for 6 issues or free with display ad.  
Classified ads, size A, $13 per issue - text only, no images.
Advertorials for new advertisers $38 for one issue. 
Advertorial free with first insertion for a booking of an ad size C - G for 3 or 6 issues.
The Dunoon And District Gazette is not-for-profit and is GST free

All editorial or advertising copy and 
images to be emailed to 

dunoongazette@yahoo.com.au or 
hard copy left at/posted to:

Dunoon Post Office, 
James St., Dunoon 2480

marked Attention Gazette Editor.
Images to be supplied as a .jpg file 
either as an attachment or on disc.

Editor: Bronwen Campbell
(H) 6689 5902

(W) 03 9016 8903
Sub Editor & Accounts: Leane Kalnins

Website: Bronwen Campbell

Next Issue:
Oct/Nov 2012
Copy Deadline:

Friday 
Sep 21st

Thanks as always to all our 
contributors, distributors and 

advertisers

MARBLE & GRANITE MANUFACTURERS
Our products last a lifetime, are easy to clean, made to suit all sizes, practical, 

all the colours of the rainbow available and easily installed.
Kitchen bench tops, best BBQ around, vanity tops for bathrooms, hearth for 

fireplaces, shower recess, the list is endless...
Monuments available and old monuments cleaned and restored

Contact Keith and Jenny Smith on 6621 5497
(Fax 6622 2182 email: monmason@commander360.com)
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ADVANCED 
MORTGAGE 
SOLUTIONS

FREE BROKERAGE SERVICE
YOU COULD SAVE $$$$$

Looking to purchase, refinance or free 
up some extra cash and consolidate 

other debts?
Advanced Mortgage Solutions offers a FREE 
Brokerage service helping you every step of the 
way with no appointment fees or charges. 
By accessing up-to-date information from the 
industries leading providers I will compare 
loans from all the Major Banks and Lenders to 
find you a great deal. Please call:

Sue James, Mortgage Broker
6689 5780/0408 605 537

advancedmortgagesolutions@ymail.com
(MFAA) Mortgage Finance of Australia accredited
    ASIC credit Licence number 387072

VOLUNTEER 
DRIVERS 
NEEDED

The Lismore Neighbourhood 
Centre is seeking driving super-
visors to assist Young People 
and African Refugees through 
the Learner driver process in 
our Young Driver Assist and Vol-
unteers on the road programs.

Volunteers are required to hold 
a full driver’s licence. Vehicle 
and fuel costs supplied and you 
can contribute for as little as 1 
hour a week. 

All enquiries call: 
Lismore Neighbourhood Centre 

6621 7397
www.lnci.org.au 

This is my first issue as Editor 
of The Gazette and I am very 
much looking forward getting 

to know our community better by 
being involved in this great institution.

I’m certainly thankful for all the hard 
work put in by Paula and Leane and all 
the regular contributors and advertisers. 
This has given structure and momen-
tum to the Gazette, making it easier to 
take over. And I’m equally thankful to 
those who have volunteered to help with 
distribution, and to keep a look out for 
interesting stories in the community.

As Paula, our past editor, said in the last 
edition, the big issue around here is the 
anti CSG movement. The rapid progress 
the movement has made hit home for me 
very strongly when I recently returned 
after a 3 month working stint overseas - 
I was astounded to see all the distinctive 
yellow signs around and to hear about 
the views and the action that many in 
the community were taking. This even 
included my own children, with my 
son playing a part in the CSG Musical.. 

I was very impressed with the musical 
and can honestly say that I came 
away with a strong sense of commu-
nity and a greater sense of the impor-
tance of this issue. The Gazette con-
tinues to have a strong focus on this 
movement, with so many in our com-
munity passionate about preventing 
CSG mining in our beautiful region. 

On a sad note, we have lost a valued 
member of the community with the 
passing of Ned Hampson on 15th July. 
Although Ned has not lived in Dunoon 
for some time, he was an integral part 

of the community during the 28 years 
he lived in Dunoon, and the article from 
the Rural Fire Service shows the esteem 
in which he was held and how much he 
will be missed by those who knew him.

There is plenty in this issue from our 
contributors and some great events 
coming up. The Local Government 
elections are on September 8th, so 
read about some of the candidates in 
this issue. I have had the privelege of 
meeting our mayor Jenny Dowell on 
many occasions at local events and am 
impressed by her commitment to our 
community, and I always enjoy reading 
David’s contributions to the Gazette. 

The Gazette is also available on the 
web, so visit the website to catch up 
on past issues or see this in colour.
http://www.dunoongazette.com

With the change in the software to a 
newer version, it is possible that things 
look a little different - in particular if 
any of our advertisers spot a problem 
with their ad, please let me know and 
we can work together to fix it. I would 
also appreciate it if advertisers could 
send in  updated images at a higher 
resolution if their ad looks “fuzzy”.

Once again, thanks to Paula for all her 
hard work, and to Leane and others 
who have provided assistance. I look 
forward to everyone’s support in 
keeping the Gazette vibrant, interest-
ing and relevant to our community. 

Regards,
Bronwen Campbell  
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Sadly ex-Dunoonite Ned 
Hampson passed away on the 
evening of Sunday 15th July 

after battling an aggressive cancer 
which was diagnosed in March.

Ned, as he was affectionately known by 
all who had the privilege of knowing 
him, was born Kelson Bruce Hampson 
on the 28th of December 1945. He 
spent his early years growing up in 
Nimbin where his parents owned the 
café. The café was sold and the family 
moved to Coffee Camp and then 
later moved to Goolmangar where 
his father owned the butcher shop.

Ned attended Richmond River High 
School and played football for South 
Lismore during the 60’s. He later 
coached a junior side for South Lismore 
from Under 8’s through to Under 13’s. 
After he married,  he moved to Dunoon 
in 1970 and it was here that he and his 
wife started their family. Ned worked 
on various Macadamia farms in the 
Dunoon area and was responsible for 
planting large amounts of the mac-
adamia’s around the village. He later 
worked at the Lismore Base Hospital.

Shortly after arriving in Dunoon, Ned 
joined the Rural Fire Brigade. Back in 
those early days there was no tanker, 
only a water tank on a trailer that would 
be towed behind someone’s tractor to the 
fire. A few years later Ned and Neville 
Watts were able to obtain a truck for the 
Dunoon brigade through Lismore City 
Council and in about 1982 Ned and other 
members of the Dunoon Brigade built the 
fire shed at the back of Tamarind Park.

Ned’s leadership qualities soon came to 
the fore and he became Deputy Captain 
of the Dunoon Brigade in 1977 and 
Captain in 1989. Ned was a respected 
leader and mentor, especially for the 
younger members and he always had the 
confidence of his crew.Very soon after 
that, he was appointed Group Captain 
of the Dunoon Group which included 

the brigades of Dunoon, Tullera/Mo-
danville, Rosebank and The Channon.

Ned saw a need to bring the four bri-
gades together to train as one unit thus 
the Dunoon Field Days were organ-
ised – mainly being held at Spinazi 
Park, Tullera. I first met Ned at one of 
these days when I was a fresh recruit. 
I remember he gave me a warm 
welcome then threw me in the thick of 
the action. The comradery was great.
The morning involved light-hearted 
competition between the brigades, then 
a family BBQ followed by the chil-
dren having their own fire fighting 
games. They were great days of family 
fun and proved very popular, espe-
cially for bringing the wives and chil-
dren of members together. Ned made 
trophies for these days and they are 
still held at the Dunoon Fire Station.

In 1998, after 28 years in Dunoon, 
Ned moved to Wyrallah and became 
Captain of their brigade in 2000, later 
he was appointed to the position of 
Deputy Group Captain of that area, 
which he held from 2001 to 2004. He 
wanted to give  the younger members 
of the RFS the opportunity to climb the 
ranks within the service and so decided 
to step aside and resume his duties as 
Wyrallah Brigade Captain until 2007. 

His early days at the brigade were criti-
cal in maintaining its viability as it was 
in danger of folding. Ned’s leadership 
was instrumental in keeping the brigade 
going. Ned remained an active member 
of the brigade until early this year.

Ned served the RFS with distinction for 
nearly forty years and was immensely 
proud to be a part of such a great vol-
unteer organization. Apart from serv-
icing the Northern Rivers area Ned 
attended many major ‘Out of Area’ in-
cidents such as the 2001 Canberra fires, 
the 2009 Victorian fires, the 2011 Bris-
bane flood clean-up, as well as fires in 
the Blue Mountains and many fires 
in the Tablelands and Western NSW.

Ned Hampson was an integral part of 
the Dunoon and Wyrallah communities 
in which he lived. He was a quiet, kind 
and generous man and has left us many 
fond memories to reflect on. We know 
he will be watching over us and there 
will always be a space for him in both 
the Dunoon and Wyrallah fire sheds.

Ross McDougall
Dunoon Rural Fire Brigade

 
 

Rural Fire Service News
Vale Ned Hampson  28/12/1945 – 15/7/2012
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Council Elections - Have your say Sep 8th 

Local government elections are being held 
on September 8th. The Mayor and 10 
other councillors will be elected and you 

can vote directly for the Mayor.  The council is 
elected for 4 years. Make sure you have your 
say. Some candidates have sent in some infor-
mation which you can read here, or you can go 
to the Meet the Candidates Forum being held 
by the Lismore Community Action Network.

JENNY DOWELL
 FOR MAYOR

Jenny Dowell has served on 
Lismore City Council for 8 years 
and has been Mayor since 2008. 
She has led a fair, balanced and 
respectful Council that boasts 

many successes including:

the Koala Plan of  Management
a well balanced Local 

Environment Plan
a moratorium on Coal Seam Gas

Lismore’s Housing Strategy
Strong community 

engagement process

Jenny will continue to work 
for plans and actions that are 

socially, economically and 
environmentally sustainable. 

www. jennydowell.com.au
Authorised by R.Dowell. 12 Carramar 

Drive. Goonellabah. 2480

Jenny Dowell moved to Goonellabah with her husband and two 
children in 1991. She fell in love with the place; the environment, 
the small businesses, the opportunities for cultural activities and 

the sense of community. She soon realised how important were the vil-
lages and rural areas to the social and economic fabric of the region.

Until she retired in 2006 she was a 
teacher of deaf children, combining 
part time work with volunteering, 
including with Community Trans-
port, the Neighbourhood Centre and 
the Library. She has been a Council-
lor of Lismore Council for 8 years 
and Mayor since 2008. As Mayor 
she has ensured a fair and balanced 
approach to the work of Lismore 
Council and has worked cooperative-
ly with other councillors to promote 
a sustainable future for the region. 
She is passionate about making the 
area one that moves forward and 
does not rest on its laurels. Com-
munity involvement is imperative 
to her way of thinking, which is 
why she attends as many commu-
nity functions as she possibly can.  

Jenny Dowell has the energy and the passion to serve another term as 
Mayor. “If re elected I will work as hard as I’ve done during the 8 years 
I have been on Council. I want to make sure that all of Lismore Council 
Area is a better place to live, work and play, not only short term but for 
future generations. This is why sustainable outcomes are so important.” 

Jenny Dowell, Mayor of Lismore
www.jennydowell.com.au

MEET THE CANDIDATES FORUM
 to be held at 6.30pm on 22 August 2012

at Lismore Workers Club, Keen St Lismore
 Independent Chair, Bill Goldie

The forum will run approx 2 hours with 
speakers allocated equal time

Opportunity for audience to ask questions
 Tea & coffee afterwards

 All welcome

Ratepayers Association of Lismore Incorporated ‘Let’s fix Lismore’
Greg Bennet will be contesting the mayoral position, number two is Paul Murphy, followed by Clive Bateman, Marilyn Coles, David 
Barnes and Andrew Gordon.  The team is made up of either full time or part time self employed business people, three of whom 
operate agribusinesses.  Two of these farmers are certified organic.  Everyone on this ticket unequivocally believes in peoples rights. 
 
Policies include: Respect for peoples personal and property rights;  Reprioritising Council to its core business; Fixing 
the Roads.; Not increasing rates, fees or changes above pegging; Getting council out of its financial mess; Creat-
ing a ratepayer friendly council that helps people achieve their goals; The right for landowners to say NO to CSG both 
above and below ground and the protection of aquifers; Support business and community groups; Working with landown-
ers to improve environmental outcomes.; Establishment of an environment fund to replace the E zones; Equitable rating.
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Council election update
Council election will occur on Saturday 
8th September. After 4 years’ experience 
on council I am ready to continue the chal-
lenging role of balancing competing in-
terests within the community to provide 
effective solutions to a variety of issues.

Roads and drains are top of the list closely 
followed by ‘no CSG mining’, sustainable 
development , cutting waste and misman-
agement and no guns in National Parks. 

I believe the experience I have gained over the 
past 4 years equips me well to tackle the chal-
lenges ahead as Lismore continues to grow.

To help me in this task I have assembled a 
team to assist in the election process. Tony 
Roden from Tuntable Creek, a landscape 
architect and Rural Fire service volun-
teer, Cathy Kavanagh from Girards Hill a 
community worker and mother, Ross Mc-
Dougal small business owner, Rural Fire 
Service volunteer and resident of Dunoon 
and Vicky Smith, Farm worker, mother 
and grandmother from Terania Creek. 

Small business and community involve-
ment are our qualifications combined 
with experience and commons sense 
which forms the basis of our approach. 

I won’t be promising miracles or seductive 
promises. What I will promise is to work 
hard for the rural community and the people 
of Lismore to continue to steer council in 
the right direction away from the apathy and 
arrogance of the past to embrace financial 
responsibility and efficient management. 

I have made a start and with your support, 
I hope to continue the challenge to get 
the basics right on council. If you can 
help, please contact me on 0429 886 206.

Fox Rd Vipasana DA refused
The public gallery was packed for a 
recent Lismore council meeting which 
debated the merits of a Vipasana medi-
tation retreat and multiple occupancy. 
The owners were seeking approval for an 
80 room meditation retreat that would have 
realised over 20,000 bed nights per annum. 

The Rosebank community had voiced strong 
concerns over many issues but particularly 
the traffic, water quality and rural amenity. 
Council staff raised concerns regard-
ing issues including road works, on-site 
sewage and habitat removal and rec-
ommended the proposal be refused 
to which council agreed much to the 
relief of the Rosebank community. 

I felt that the proposal was too big and 

created many issues that would have been 
difficult to resolve. Particularly, I was 
concerned about the affect the develop-
ment would have had on a small com-
munity with minimal facilities. Road 
works would have seen the removal of 
over 90 trees many of them koala species. 
80 cabins, each with their own toilet and 
shower seemed potentially unsustainable 
and a threat to water quality downstream. 

While I examine each development on its 
merit, my guiding principles are whether 
the development will place an unneces-
sary burden on the community and affect 
that local community’s quality of life.

Road works brought 
forward 
At a recent council meeting I proposed 
that road works for Dunoon Rd north 
of Tullera Hall, Wyrallah Rd south of 
the Wyrallah village and Blue Knob Rd 
north of Nimbin be brought forward 
and completed in this financial year.

These roads are RMS (RTA) roads and 
council receives 50% reconstruction costs 
from the RMS. However their recon-
struction was not to take place for several 
years. Meanwhile construction cost are 
increasing at a higher rate than infla-
tion and maintenance costs were increas-
ing rapidly as the sections of road dete-
riorated. Pothole patching was a constant 
necessity which council pays for 100%. 

Councillors agreed to my proposal and 
staff will use borrowings from internal 
reserves to fund the projects which will 
be payed back over several years. The 
obvious benefit is a better road surface 
but council will actually save money 
through reduced maintenance and reduced 
inflation costs to offset interest lost. 

While not a total solution to our road 
problems it is a continuation of my com-
mitment to address a complex issue with 
creative, common sense solutions. The 
catch is the RMS must agree but council 
staff seem positive and hopefully the new 
RMS will also have a new attitude to as-
sisting council’s with road reconstruction.

Dorroughby, Whian Whian 
and Rosebank communities 
declare themselves ‘CSG 
FREE’
The communities of Dorroughby, Whian 
Whian and Rosebank turned out at Rocky 
Creek Dam on Sunday 22nd July to declare 
their communities ‘CSG Free’. A colourful 
march wound its way across the dam wall 
to present declarations to Rous chairperson 
Phillip Silver. As Lismore council delegates 
on Rous water, Cr Vanessa Ekins and I at-
tended to assist in receiving the declarations. 

Several rousing speeches were made to em-
phasis the dangers of CSG mining and the 
need for the communities of the Northern 
Rivers to stick together in the battle against 
mining companies and politicians who 
would pepper our rural country side with 
CSG wells and associated infrastructure.
Rocky Creek dam was a symbolic 
setting to emphasis the concerns over 
contamination of our vital water re-
sources which sustain life on this planet. 

Many people were colourfully attired while 
banners with the various road names prolif-
erated. A convivial lunch followed amidst 
the picturesque back drop of sparkling water 
and the Nightcap Range. While the law may 
not be on our side, the moral and ethical right 
is certainly on our side as we wait further de-
velopments in the fast growing ‘lock the gate’ 
movement sweeping the Northern Rivers. 

Mining companies and politicians will 
be in no doubt about the battle they will 
have on their hands if they push ahead 
with CSG mining on the Northern Rivers.

  LISMORE COUNCIL NEWS WITH  CLR. DAVID YARNALLL
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The overwhelming 98.5% major-
ity of Dunoon residents have 
declared that they oppose CSG 

mining. Despite this response, this 
battle is likely to be long and chal-
lenging and will require the commit-
ment and energy of the local people 
to keep the mining companies at bay.

Over the next few months our local 
community will be assembling action 
teams to respond to any advances of the 
mining companies in our area as well 
as across the Northern Rivers Region. 
We are looking to set up a ‘phone 
tree’ so that we are able to respond to 
emerging issues quickly, in our local 
area and surrounding communities.

A phone tree is a simple way of passing 
on an important message to many people 
quickly. It could be a call to assist a 
neighbour with an approach from a 
mining representative, the spotting of a 
drill rig in the area or a call for help in the 
local or surrounding areas (direct action). 

Each community will be creating a 
phone tree as part of their action plan. 
Each person on the tree will be responsi-
ble for calling two to three others should 
the need arise. We understand that you 
may not always be available so please 
do not feel that you are too busy to be in-

volved. The idea is to create a quick and 
easy method of communication where 
no individual party is over commit-
ted. Should you not be available, others 
will call in your place. Being involved 
in the phone tree does not mean that 
you must be part of the frontline group.

We are also looking for volunteers to 
fill a number of different roles from 
caring for activist’s children/ animals/
plants, providing food, moral support 
and counselling or acting as a police 
liaison in direct action (protesting etc).

If you are interested in ‘locking on’, 
being a Rigwatch spotter, sending 
emails to politicians, being part of 

the Dunoon CSG committee, attend-
ing meetings or rallies please advise.

If you would like to be part of the 
phone tree or have any other skills that 
you would like to offer please contact 
Mel on 66895187. Please don’t be shy; 
this action is vital to keeping Dunoon 
and the Northern River CSG Free. 

There is a regular monthly CSG meeting 
being held at the Dunoon Sports Club on 
the last Sunday of every month at 3pm. 
Please come and join in the discussion.

For more information on CSG please 
go to www.csgfreenorthernrivers.org or 
www.coalseamgasnews.org . The CSG 
Free Dunoon Facebook page is also 
available for anyone interested in joining.
Lastly, I would like to encourage eve-
ryone to go the www.csgfreenorthern-
rivers.org website and take the pledge’. 
Every little bit that each of us do gets 
us closer to achieving the greater goal!

Melanie Wells (66895187)

Image from Flickr CC-BY-SA 2.0

  COAL SEAM GAS FREE DUNOON ACTION PLAN

Graham Meineke is contesting the 
position of mayor and running 
for his third term as Council-

lor at the election on the 8th Septem-
ber.  Here are some words from Graham.

During my 8 years on Council 
I have fought for the develop-
ment of Lismore, consistently en-
couraging sensible development. 
I am supported by a team of experienced 
and successful business people who share 
my passion for the future of Lismore.
Lismore is in a competi-
tive environment for develop-
ment against surrounding towns. 

We cannot take it for granted that de-
velopment will automatically gravi-
tate to Lismore merely because it is 

the ‘capital’ of the Northern Rivers.
If I am re-elected I will make sure that 
Council works hand-in-hand with in-
dustry, commerce and landholders by 
offering the ‘red carpet’ treatment for 
sensible development and not the ‘red 
tape’ attitude that currently pervades 
Council. This frustrates, delays and even 
turns away development that is vital 
for our city’s growth and prosperity.

We live in a wonderful city and 
are very fortunate to be surround-
ed by good agricultural land and 
a strong agricultural industry. 
Farmers are a vital part of our economy. 
They will have my full support to ensure 
their land is kept free to farm without bur-
densome Council interference because 
farmers know how best to use their land.

Our farmers are our food!

Together we will make Lismore grow but 
I need your help to make Lismore flourish. 

NOW is the time to share in Lismore’s 
dynamic future by voting 1 Graham 

Meineke for 
Mayor on 8th 
September.

Remember “I 
win, you win”.

___________________________________________________________________________________
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Durroughby, Whian Whian and Rosebank Declare CSG Free

On Sunday 22nd July Dor-
roughby, Whian Whian 
and Rosebank de-

clared their roads locked to coal 
seam gas mining companies.
The day was a celebration as col-
ourful as the residents themselves, 
and a perfect illustration of com-
munities coming together to protect 
themselves against the threat the 
coal seam gas industry poses to our 
water supply.  Around 200 locals and 
their supporters gathered to march 
from the dam wall to the picnic 
reserve overlooking the pristine 
waters of Rocky Creek Dam, where 
road declarations were handed over. 
Games, music and feasting followed.
To date, 14 communities have locked 
their roads against CSG mining. What 
this means is that those communities 
have taken away the ‘social license’ 
of mining companies to operate in 
their area. The yellow signs you see 
dotted around the countryside send 
a very clear message that we will 
not allow our land to be appropri-
ated for mining…without a fight.
The celebration on the weekend 
was joyous and full of hope, 
energy and peace. Congratulations!

For more information on how to lock your community, please visit 

lockthegate.org.au
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Whian Whian Landcare is con-
cerned about feral animals 
and the clear and constant 

threat they pose to native fauna. We 
have had many reports and sight-
ings in our area of wild dogs, feral 
cats, foxes and of course cane toads. 

Over the past couple of years we have 
been exploring the various issues and 
options for taking action to reduce 
numbers of feral animals at a local 
community group level. We wish to 
share our experiences with the wider 
community and invite others who are 
similarly concerned to participate.

Detective Work
Of course you can see some ferals 
in broad daylight, or in the head-
lights of your car or torchlight. Some-
times you see the results of their doing 
through carcasses. But how much can 
you see when you are asleep or away? 

One of the first activities we undertook 
was some sand trapping – where a clean 
brushed bed of sand is placed in a strate-
gic pathway or wildlife funnel (a narrow 
road). This is an unobtrusive and easy 
method of sampling the animals which 
are frequenting the area. Footprints are 
monitored daily and the sand rebrushed. 

It was an amazing eye opener in its 
simplicity, as well as the results – 
frequently showing a daily move-
ment of dogs, foxes, and cats. 
Further to this, a member of the group 
has invested in a remote motion ac-
tivated wildlife camera – which can 
also help with identifying runs for 
ferals/particular feral dogs or cats/ 
and assist subsequent trapping.

Cane Toads

As a group we have hosted cane toad 
information nights followed by night 
mustering and centralised humane 
euthanasia. (Some giant specimens 
were found!) A representative from 
NPWS participated, presenting in-
formation about cane toad vs native 
frogs identification, habits, spawn/tad-
poles, mating calls, what they eat etc. 

There is some interest in focussing 
energy on targeting potential breed-
ing areas such as still bodies of water 
with easy access, concentrated food 
supplies, as well as scooping up the 
spawn before they disperse into tad-
poles (even the tadpoles are poisonous).

Feral Cats

With regards to feral cats, they are 
clearly quite elusive! WWLC has a 
couple of cat latch traps available 
for loan for community use. Various 
methods of luring them into the traps 
have been used such as sardines, cat 
food, chicken bones – these being the 
most successful, but nowhere near as 
successful as a kitten of the feral cat. 

Two litters have been caught, two 
mothers, one male, and a neighbour’s cat 
have all been caught in traps. Animals 
can be disposed of (or returned to the 
neighbour) as humanely as possible by 
taking them into a vet in Lismore where 
they are first identified as feral then put 
to sleep. Lismore City Council takes up 

the tab for this, many thanks to LCC. 

Dogs and Foxes
In regards to feral dogs and foxes, there 
have been two initiatives explored. The 
first has been a making of contact with 
the Rural Lands Protection and hosting 
an information night for the commu-
nity on fox and wild dog baiting. This 
was followed by a training day where 
volunteers were taught how to safely 
handle, place and monitor the baits, as 
well as the various protocols with noti-
fying other locals that poison had been 
placed to safeguard domestic animals. 

The group is planning another baiting in 
the near future for interested landhold-
ers. For those of us who didn’t wish to 
participate in the baiting, we have been 
looking into other options such as pur-
chasing wire traps and lures (all avail-
able over the internet), and employing 
the services of a professional trappers.

Contact
Feral animal control is a big issue 
with many viewpoints and aspects 
to it. The internet is a great source 
of information about wider ap-
proaches to feral animal control (par-
ticularly research, products, ethics). 

At Whian Whian Landcare we don’t 
profess to have a single answer or the best 
answer to what is really an insidious (and 
some would argue unsolvable) problem 
but we are researching some approaches 
and attempting to do something that is 
informed, local and effective. We always 
welcome other’s input and requests for 
information and help where we can.

We encourage pet owners to 
be responsible and to not allow 
your dogs or cats to roam.

We can be contacted through our Secre-
tary: emstone74@yahoo.com.au or our 
President: migikazil1@bigpond.com 
Jeremy Stewart

Feral Animals – Whian Whian Landcare Progress Report

Image by Peter Baer CC-BY-NC-SA

Image by Ozwildlife CC-BY-NC-ND
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  DUNOON CHRONICLES WITH DENIS MATTHEWS 

The Northern Star on Wednes-
day 15 September 1886 
under the heading ‘Lost and 

Found’ published a story that gives 
us considerable insight into the 
lives of the settlers of the period.  

The report  began: “On Saturday 
evening last at about 7.30 o’clock, as 
between 20 and 30 members of the 
Dunoon Progress Association were 
discussing business, word came that 
a child, 2 years and 11 months old, 
belonging to Mr. W. Pitts, farmer, of 
Dunoon, had been lost since 12 o’clock 
that day and was supposed to be some-
where on Mr. Sharpe’s selection.” 

The meeting broke up immediately so 
that the men could join in the search. 
Some searched till about 11 pm but 
others kept searching all night. Next 
morning a Mrs Bell thought she could 
see movement in the scrub near her 
home and asked her husband to check. 
It might have been a stray calf but it 
was in fact the missing boy. He had 
been lost for nearly 24 hours. He had 
spent the night alone in the scrub and 
had wandered about four miles. He 
had missed three meals, but he seemed 
none the worse for his ordeal. The main 
concern seemed to be that he not be 
allowed to wolf the food he was offered. 
 
According to the on-line index of NSW 
BDM, William Pitts married Mary 
O’Donnell in the district of Newcastle 
in 1878. An unnamed child was reg-
istered in that district in 1880. Over 
the next fourteen years they had eight 
children registered in the district of 
Lismore, the last also unnamed. We can 
confidently name the missing boy as 
George, born in 1883. His older brother 
James was born in 1882 so it seems un-
likely that the boys driving the heifers 
were all brothers to the little boy lost. 
 
The report says that he had gone with 
his brothers to drive some heifers home 
from Sharpe’s farm about a mile away. 
I have difficulty locating the farms of 
Sharpe and Bell, but William Pitts se-
lected portion 98 in 1881. That portion 

faces Duncan Road near the north-
ern end of Cross Road. It is now part 
of a large macadamia plantation, so 
it is difficult to visualise the nature of 
the scrub that covered the land when 
it was first selected, or how much had 
been cleared in the five years since. 
We can easily determine that the boy 

was lost just a few days before full 
moon, but it is not so easy to find out 
about the weather. However, we can 
assume that if it were not fine then that 
fact would have been reported. We do 
know that the progress association had 
been scheduled to hold its elections at 
the July meeting but attendance was 
poor because of the weather and the 
elections had been postponed. The 
meeting in August was very well at-
tended and elections were held: Presi-
dent, J. E. James; Vice-president, W. 
Barnes; Secretary, D. Currie; Treasurer, 
E. Arthur.  Other meetings were held at 
the home of James 
Edgar James, so it 
is assumed that all 
their meetings were 
held at the same lo-
cation on Jimmy 
Jimmy’s Hill. It 
is also assumed 
that their meet-
ings were always 
held near the time 
of the full moon. 
We are so used to 
powerful headlights 

on modern cars and to good sealed 
roads – despite the occasional pothole. 
Let us try to imagine the problems 
of travelling at night on horseback or 
with a horse drawn vehicle. Add to 
this the difficulty of searching in the 
scrub for a little boy with whatever 
lanterns were available at that time.

 
An earlier report sug-
gests that the Dunoon/
North Lismore 
Progress Associa-
tion was not in its first 
year.  In any case they 
did not take long to get 
organised. The major-
ity of the members 
had arrived in the dis-
trict no more than six 
years earlier, yet they 
could muster more 
than twenty men for 
a monthly meeting. 
The August election of 
office bearers may well 

have been the first, but the correspond-
ent, a local, referred to that August 
meeting as the ‘usual monthly meeting’. 
The September report implies that 
the father was not aware of the boy’s 
loss till he arrived home from work. I 
assume that he was away from home 
working for someone else, but that is 
not necessarily the case. His property 
was 60 acres, and if it still had a lot 
of scrub cover, his whereabouts might 
well have been unknown to his wife. 
She had two other young children to care 
for but the report does say she spent the 
afternoon searching for her little boy. 

Little Boy Lost
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  TRAVELS WITH MY FAMILY BY HELEN RIGBY
DAY 13: FLORES TO RIO DULCE
Today has been a day of deep thought, 
revelation and extreme highs for me. 
Traveling between Flores and Rio 
Dulce was a great experience, only 
not of close enough proximity. The 
scenes of local daily life were wonder-
ful and brought up within me the gap 
that exists between the world of these 
people and my own. This has happened 
before in Asia and no doubt will again. 

I needed to express the feelings I had been 
having and the following is what arose.
“Once again I sit observing behind 
the glass a life I have never experi-
enced. Who was it who decided that 
I would sit comfortably on this side of 
the window, using money that was easy 
to come by, knowing that I wont ever 
starve, even if I don’t work? I have no 
callouses on my hands, no evidence of 
the work I did that allowed me to be 
in this place. I belong to the privileged 
few whose consumption is impacting on 
the lives of many. I consume far more 
than my share of resources, leaving a 
heavy footprint on this earth as a result. 

My people are broken, lost and fran-
tically searching for something, they 
don’t even know what. More and more 
as I travel I see that rich and poor 
mean different things according to 
where you live. It is my people who 
confuse the two concepts. My people 
are fat with materialism, consumer-
ism and capitalism, yet happiness, 
love and acceptance are dwindling. 

In the third and developing world people 
die of physical diseases and injuries that 
we no longer suffer from, from events 
and experiences that we are cushioned 
against. We die of different things—sick-
ness that might be related to the lifestyle 
we live. Maybe this is the case because 
the answer might mean we are forced to 
change? Bodies racked with cancers and 
other terminal illnesses. Minds torment-
ed with depression. Why? I wish I could 
become one the people in the countries 
I visit to know the reality without the 
idealism I carry, or the sanitised version 
of local life that is predominantly what 
tourism provides. To be invisible! 
It can’t be ignored that family and com-

munity are strong in these places, in 
my own they are dying. Faith and spir-
ituality are strong, in my own they are 
a choice often decided in the negative. 

Acceptance of each other to commu-
nity and family living work appears 
to be the key. Acceptance of my lot 
because there isn’t any other choiceand 
maybe they don’t seek one, or desire 
one. My culture rejects this accept-
ance time and time again. It grasps for 
the things it wants because it can have 
them and even if it can’t, it still desires 
and seeks to obtain them. I am learning 
things I can take home from this that 
are far more important than the souve-
nirs or photos I collect along the way.”

This area of Guatemala 
is a place of Rancheros 
(cowboys) we have seen 
them from the bus. Wearing 
big hats, riding horses and 
leading pack horses behind 
them. I filmed life from the 
bus, drinking it all in. The 
hills look like pyramids 
covered with vegetation 
(they arent) but they rise out 
of the plains so suddenly. 

We arrived at Rio Dulce 
township and the group 
bought hoops, footballs, a 
pinata, pens, pencils, books and paper 
for the orphanage visit tomorrow. Our 
accommodation consisted of a beau-
tiful collection of cabins set reach-
ing out over the river with thatched 
roofs and lovely verandas to eat on. 

The afternoons excursion was to the hot 
springs. A cool pool with a hot water-
fall pouring into it. A little like Whian 
Whian waterhole but with Guatema-
lan locals, instead of us. We spent the 
afternoon there swimming under the 
waterfall, exploring the area and climb-
ing through small crevices in the rocks 
and swimming through a rock tunnel. I 
found a fissure where boiling hot water 
was escaping. The setting was beau-
tifully rural and on the way we saw 
Howler monkeys in the trees. We sailed 
by boat and then were transported by 
tractor and trailer to the waterhole. 

This was great fun and a great peace 
descend on me being in such a setting. 

DAY14: RIO DULCE
Another early start, not sure how 
I’m coping but I am. I meditated this 
morning even after being woken by 
rain at 4am and rushing outside to get 
my hand washing in. We had another 
boat ride which was lovely and cool, 
the weather was becoming humid. 

After a stop to photograph Cormorants 
nesting we arrived at the orphanage. It 
was a lovely experience, children ini-
tially wary, gradually getting braver and 
talking to us. The language barrier was a 
little difficult but playing with the chil-
dren overcame that. The hoops were 
much appreciated as was the pinata 

and beautiful photos were taken of the 
excitement and joy of the children. 
Once again this experience opened up 
the gap and the longing to do some-
thing more for me. I shed some tears 
and so did Nellie. Nellie had befriend-
ed one little girl who wouldn’t let her 
go—Nellie was better than the piñata! 
Livingston isn’t very big and has sea 
views from two sides. A local band was 
playing bongos and singing so I had a 
little sway and bop walking up the street. 

I am practicing my Spanish as much 
as I can, when I shop, eat etc. I’m still 
only a Spanish speaking infant though. 
Tomorrow we head for Antigua and the 
homestay first thing in the morning, 
so an early night was a good idea.
To be continued...

Orphanage
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MCGRATH
EARTHMOVING

Excavations
                 Dams
Rockwalls
           Trenches
Clearing
       Roadworks
Ripping
       House sites
PLUS! - Excavator 
mounted mulcher

Call Jeff
0428 223 934

RURAL FENCING 
CONTRACTOR

4 WHEEL DRIVE 
TRACTOR & TIPPER

HYDRAULIC POST 
DRIVER AND POST HOLE 
BORER

FREE QUOTES ON 
NEW FENCES AND 
REPAIRS

CALL ANDREW 
6688 6364, MOB: 0431 095 583

            FULLY INSURED

The Dunoon Gazette 
is back on the web!

Now you can see the 
whole issue in colour!

www.dunoongazette.com

54dTerania Street, 
North Lismore
Phn: 6621 4688

nrpotterysupplies@gmail.com
www.nrpotterysupplies.com.au

Closed weekends and public holidays

Wheel Hire & Firing Service Available
Call Paula for information about

the Lismore Potters Group

•Martin C’s Print Shop•
City Printing ~ Country ServiceCity Printing ~ Country Service

Ph: 6622 3111, Fax: 6622 2474
111 Dawson Street, Lismore

More than 25 years experience in quality 
printing at very competitive prices.

- Pick up & delivery -
phone or drop in for friendly advice

DUDGEON & BERRY
INSURANCE 

CONSULTANTS

Phone: 6621 3000
Fax: 6621 7773

Conveniently located at
Shop 5/76 Woodlark Street,

 Lismore
(at the carpark end of the walkway next 

to the ANZ bank)
Ask us about all your 

insurance needs including:
• Business & Rural Packages 

• Liability • Home • Motor • CTP  
 Marine• Term Life • Disability 

• Trauma 
• Professional Indemnity

 • Superannuation
 • Workers Compensation

Open 10.30am - 7pm
Fri 8.30am - 7pm

Open 7 days a week
for your convenience

The best pizzas & 
burgers on the ridges!
Cakes and pastries 
made fresh daily on 

premises
PHONE ORDERS WELCOME 

6628 2005
BRING IN THIS AD AND 
RECEIVE $5 OFF WHEN 
YOU PURCHASE OVER 
$25 WORTH OF FOOD!

MODANVILLE
TAKEAWAY

Bistro Open 7 days
Lunch 12pm -2pm

Dinner 6pm -9pm Mon - Sat
5.30pm - 8pm Sun

$10 lunch specials available
$10 Sunday Roasts

We cater for functions
Call us now to book

Member’s Happy Hour! 
Mon - Fri 3.30pm - 5.30pm

Wednesdays Free Trivia 7pm
Thursdays Kareoke with Mary Anne 9pm

Saturdays Live Bands 9.30pm

Saturdays: The One Nightclub opens 

Facebook:http://facebook.com/marygilhooleys
Website: http://www.marygilhooleys.com.au

Ph: (02) 6622 2924
Fx: (02) 6621 8040
email: info@marygs.com.au

J & J Ferronato
ABN 14342987427 Lic No 217725C

QUALITY WORK
Renovations Extensions Decks

Contact John: 0429 895 130
A/Hours (02) 6689 9437
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 DUNOON & DISTRICT SPORTS & RECREATIONAL CLUB

what’s on @ dunoon sports club

Sat 18th August
Jammin with Christos

Fri 10th August
Norm and Kathy Bell

Fri 14th September
The Honey Thief

Available 
Thurs, Fri and Sat Nights 
from 5.30pm until 1/2hr 

before close of trade
5km Pick up

Further for groups!

Bookings are essential!
Please ring club

6689 5444
A gold coin donation each

way will help reduce our 
overheads for this great service!

Leave the car at home 
and catch the Club’s 

COURTESY BUS!

Fri 31st August
John Gift & Dean Peachy

Happy Birthday
Mayfields 

Restaurant
Book and dine with Dunoon Sports Club 
on a Saturday night with three other pay-

ing guests in the Mayfields Restaurant 
and 

receive one main meal free
(least value meal) 

as a birthday present in your 
birthday month. 

Booking is essential and a condition of 
redemption.

Phone 6689 5469

BASKETBALL PLAYERS WANTED!
for new sport beginning at The Club

Dunoon Tennis Courts
7.30 - 8pm Thursdays 

after soccer training

Experienced players past and present 
will be welcome with open arms!

Dunoon Sports Club is proud to host
 The 2012

Village Blues
Saturday 27th October 

More details in the next edition of the Dunoon 
and District Gazette.
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DUNOON & DISTRICT SPORTS & RECREATIONAL CLUB            

HAPPY HOUR
MON - FRI  4 - 5PM

DISCOUNT PRICES ON MIDDIES AND 
SCHOONERS OF BEER

SOCCER
CLUB

Andy Bain 6689 5898
Rob Gatt 6689 5902

Wet weather contact:
Radio ZZZ FM 100.9
or 9002LM after 7am
or log onto
www.soccerfnc.org

3RD SATURDAY @ 3PM
 EACH MONTH 
$2 PER PERSON

TRIVIA QUIZ
WITH ANNABELLE

THURS POOL COMP NIGHT

Join in with a 
great crowd 

of regular 
players

$4 per head

Arrive early to 
register so we can start on 

time @ 7pm

Details are correct at time of printing. 
To confirm details phone

Dunoon Sports Club 
6689 5444 

or visit the website 
www.dunoonclub.org.au   

Information for members and their guests.

CLUB OPENING HOURS
SUNDAY, MONDAY AND TUESDAY

3PM - 8PM
WEDNESDAY 3PM - 9PM

FRIDAY 1PM - 12 MIDNIGHT
SATURDAY 1PM - 10PM

THURSDAY 3PM - 10PM

PLUCKERS & POETS

EVERY 2ND SUNDAY 3PM
Monthly Sunday afternoon session 

of local entertainment
SING - DANCE - PLAY  -  ALL WELCOME

DUNOON 
SOCIAL GOLF

CHRIS GULLIVER
6689 5147 OR
0428 428 165

MEMBER’S
BADGE
DRAW

EVERY FRIDAY
7 - 8PM

BE THERE TO WIN IT!

SOCIAL 
TENNIS AND 

TENNIS 
LESSONS

PLS CALL:
MARILYN OR GRAHAM

6689 5264

m a y f i e l d s
r e s t a u r a n t
D u n o o n  S p o r t s  C l u b

Our sumptous menu offers something for everyone 
including vegetarians and gluten intolerant. 
We take pride in every dish.
Dine inside or alfresco on the huge modern timber 
deck while watching the sun go down.
We love it when you book so please call:
6689 5469 (Restaurant) or
6689 5444 (Club)

Wed Nights 6 - 8pm

Thrifty Thursdays 6 - 8pm

$12 meals, kids meals $5.50

Saturday 6 - 8pm

(will take orders after 8pm if we’re still cooking)

$25 Rug Rats Platter any evening

Weddings & Functions a speciality

Bookings greatly appreciated

6689 5469 (Restaurant)

6689 5444 (Club)
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What a night........
On arrival, a shot of 
Pernod (it was Bastille 

Day  after all) a great introduction to 
the French menu that was to follow. 
 
We began with a delicious, soft, 
white wine with flavours of vanilla 
and passionfruit.  It was described as 
one of rarest, grape varieties - but no 
explanation as to why???  It was a 2009 
Tahbilk Marsanne from Nagambie in 
Central Victoria.  The wine was matched 
to a tomato, onion, chevre tartlet - 
our taste buds were up, up and away. 
 
The wine to follow was an outstanding 
wine - actually the same wine as above, 
but this one a 2005 vintage - the cellaring 
had made a wonderful improvement to 
the wine.  Succulently, scrumptious was 
the general opinion of the diners.  This 
wine was matched with a rustic, French 
vegetable/bean soup.........say no more. 
 
And then to the reds - the first, a 
huge, dark mahogany, Shiraz. Another 
Tahbilk success - made in 2005, full 
of soft tannins and spices and rich 
berry flavours. It shared our palates 
with Bouffard - a rich wine and 
beef dish, topped with capers, and 
accompanied with a garden salad. 
 
To finish - Gateau Frangipane - a 
delicious baked pear dish served with 
ice-cream.Yum, Yum, Yum.  Matched 
with a soft, round, lighter shiraz (our 
hosts favourite red - a view shared 
by many  present).  This wine, a 
2010 Shiraz from Hanging Rock - 
Central Victoria, completed a most 
enjoyable evening for the food and 
wine loving W.W.W.S. members.

David Newham

WHIAN WHIAN WINE 
SOCIETY NEWS

The LIFELINE SHOP
@ Casino St 

South Lismore
Open 9.30am-4.15pm MON-FRI  

9am-Noon SAT
THOUSANDS of BOOKS @ GREAT prices! HEAPS of RECYCLED 
CLOTHING @ bargain prices! PLUS a great shopping atmosphere! 
Your purchase is your donation and your donation stays in the North-
ern Rivers helping mental health. Clothing donations always welcome.
The Lifeline Furniture Warehouse is open 8.30am- 4.30pm weekdays 

& now open Saturdays 9am -midday
To raise funds for your local crisis telephone service 13 11 14, Lifeline offers 
a range of pre-loved, used and second-hand furniture at bargain prices. 
Please check our Furniture Warehouse at 23 Three Chain 
Road, Lismore where your support is greatly appreciated.



DUNOON AND DISTRICT GAZETTE    August-September 2012        17

Dear Editor,
It is with some sadness, yet understand-
ing, that we farewell Paula as Gazette 
editor and we would like to extend our 
thanks and appreciation to Paula for her 
incredible efforts over the past 7 years.

As (former) licensee of Dunoon Post 
Office, I had regular contact with Paula 
and I was well aware of the pressure she 
was often under (due to the many hats she 
wears) to produce an outstanding free pub-
lication from her unpaid position as editor.

While she did receive support along the 
way from others on her team, the major-
ity of the work came down to her and she 
should be very proud of the growth and 
success of the Gazette under her guidance. 

Paula was able to listen to the needs of 
the community and give local residents 
a voice but did not allow the Gazette to 
be hijacked by special interest groups. 
Under her stewardship the pages grew 
but she was able to keep content inter-
esting to all sections of the readership.

While we now live in the Hunter region we 
remain very interested in the goings on in 
Dunoon and we appreciate Mal from the Post 
Office sending us a copy of the Gazette, and 
Frances and Bob (who live in our old house) 
keeping us informed of important issues.

We wish the new editor ongoing 
success but close by saying to Paula 
“well done, you should be proud”.

Regards to all
Bernie and Val Ramsey

TONY GIFFORD

FARM SERVICES

J  HIAB CRANE TRUCK - 6 TONNE
J  MACHINERY SHIFTED

J  4WD TRACTOR WITH FORKLIFT
J  WEED SPRAYING & NATIVE TREE CONTROL

J  SLASHING

LOCAL & RELIABLE
PLEASE CALL TONY

0409 938 835

TOM  THUMB 
EARTHMOVING

12 Machines from 3-20 ton  
including 6wd Grader, Rollers, D4 Dozer, 
tracked Bobcat, Tippers, 3.5T-20T Exca-
vators, Excavator mounted verge mower    

Roads and Driveways~Recycled Asphalt~Farm 
Access~Pipes and Crossings Building sites 
including~Piers~ Footings~ Wastewater~ 

Electrical~ Drainage Macadamia Drainage~
Vegetation Removal

Erosion Control Landscaping including New 
Dams~Sealing Dams~ Repairing Dams 

Rockwalls~Permaculture/Yeomans designs 
Earthbag Architecture ~ Earth Tanks~Natural 

Swimming Pools~Earth Art

CALL JEREMY
0457 895 414
6689 5414 (H)

  Letters to the Editor Dunoon Film Society
If you like good movies, good food and getting together 
with like-minded people in your community, then come 
and join the Dunoon Film Society.

They will be having regular fund 
raising screenings at the Dunoon 
Hall and the first one will be the 
multi-award winning Australian 
family film Red Dog on Saturday, 
August 18.

Doors open at 6.30pm with curries 
and kids’ food being served from 
the kitchen. BYO drinks. Coffee 
and cakes will also be available 
during intermission. The movie 
starts at 7.30pm.

Membership for the club is $5 for the year and entry to Red Dog 
is $10. Kids under 16 are free.

There will be seating in the hall, or you can bring a cushion and 
sit on the floor.

For more information email 

dunoonfilmsociety@gmail.com

DUNOON HALL
will be the home of the newly 

formed
DUNOON FILM SOCIETY

which will hold its first
FILM EVENING ON 18 

AUGUST
See advertisement in this issue.

Some local residents were concerned that 
the hall is being under-utilised.

The film society is an attempt to bring the 
community together again.

To get access to films for this kind of event 
we had to formalise the society which will 

function as part of the trust structure.
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  ST. MATTHEW’S ANGLICAN CHURCH NEWS WITH  ‘GINA MURRAYL

CALL OUT FOR NEW MEMBERS!
WEDNESDAY COMMUNITY GROUP @ DUNOON VILLAGE HALL

Now approaching 25 years, the  “Wednesday Group” has gradually reduced in numbers but still meets 
every Wednesday at 10am for morning tea and craft activities where members exchange their skills and 
knowledge.  What we really need is an increase in members with new ideas.  
Activities could include bushwalking or trips to local interest spots. Companionship is the main aim of the 
group so please join us any Wednesday morning or ring Ron 6689 5018

DUNOON INDOOR BOWLS @ DUNOON VILLAGE HALL
Come and enjoy a fun and social evening playing Indoor Bowls at Dunoon Village Hall for the low cost of $2! We meet every 
Monday at 7.30pm and we’re looking forward to welcoming new people - no experience necessary. Please call Ron 6689 5018

EUCHRE @ DUNOON VILLAGE HALL
Euchre more your cup of tea? Dunoon Euchre Club meets at the Hall every Thursday evening at 7.30pm and we need more mem-
bers! It’s a great way to meet new people. We have lots of fun and look forward to meeting new faces. So, please come along or call 
John 6688 6563.

On Sunday 15th July, the church 
was full to celebrate the joint 
Baptisms of Kaeden and Grace 

Dowd. There were friends, aunts and 
uncles, grandmothers and grandfa-
thers and cousins as well as the proud 
parents and godparents.  It was great to 
welcome new members to our church 
and it was great to have so many visitors.  

We are still so proud of 
our new church building!!
On the second Sunday in Septem-
ber, that is to say, Sunday September 
9th, thousands of people across Aus-
tralia will be inviting someone special

BACK TO CHURCH

This is known as ‘Back to Church 
Sunday’. People lose touch with 
church for all sorts of reasons 
but we hope that millions would 
come back with an invitation.

‘Back to Church Sunday’ (or ‘Come to 
Church Sunday’, as we have decided 
to call it in the Lismore Parish) began 
in one Anglican diocese in the United 
Kingdom in 2005 and from there the 
concept just spread and spread and 
spread….Since then it has become 
the single largest local - church in-
vitational initiative in the world.  

Many other Churches and denomina-
tions are now taking the concept on board 
and it is growing to an astronomical size.  
We look forward to welcoming many 
people back to church on 9th Sep-

tember and in the process encour-
age church members to become 
more invitational and help our 
church to become more welcoming.

I should personally like to invite anyone 
from Dunoon to come along on that 
day. If nothing else, you can view our 
wonderful new building from the inside 
and you will enjoy one of our famous 
morning teas.  Everyone is welcome!! 

Gina Murray (An-
glican  Women’s 
Guild of St. Mat-
thew’s Dunoon) 

News from the Terania Parish Catholic Church’s 
Multicultural Night

It was a great night at the multicultural dinner with a delicious 
selection of foods from a range of different cuisines, and wonderful 
live music that had many up and dancing along.
The conversation flowed with attendees from beyond Dunoon, joining 
together with the Dunoon community to celebrate the diversity we 
have in our wider community and raising funds for the church.
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Nik Hyde
Plumber & Drainer

New installations/Renovations
Roofing/Guttering

Solar systems/Hot water services
Septic Systems
Free estimates

Commercial & Domestic
 24hr Service

Dunoon 6689 5174
Mob: 0428 753 796

Electrical 
Contractor
Warren Lewis

Lic no 25239

Domestic - Commercial - Solar
Rewires - Repairs 

General Maintenance
24 hour service

Tel: 6689 5034
Mobile: 0428 539354

Give us a go!!!
Whian Whian Road, 

Whian Whian

  DUNOON PUBLIC SCHOOL NEWS WITH  GENEVIEVE SLOCOMBE

Dunoon School is participating in 
the Premier’s Sporting Challenge 
this term.  This program aims to 

engage young people in sports and physi-
cal activity and encourages them to lead 
healthy, active lifestyles – the motto is 
“More Students, More Active, More Often!”  

The challenge happens to coincide with 
our most sporty term and we are currently 
gearing up for the District Athletics Carnival 
to be held over 2 days in early August.   Chil-
dren have been training in all the field and 
track events as well as ball games and should 
be well prepared for the competition from 
the other local schools.  They are thorough-
ly enjoying some coaching sessions with 
Little Athletics instructor, Jennie Duffield.

Another major focus for the term is our 
Public Speaking competition -  The 
Young Communicators Award. Stu-
dents in every class are currently working 
on their speeches to present in class. 
Senior students have a very busy term 
ahead.  Year 6 students have attended two 

sessions of Moving into The Teen Years at 
Modanville School where they were able to 
explore a range of adolescent issues with the 
facilitator from Interrelate Family Centres.   

Year 4/5/6 will be attending the Northern 
Rivers Writers’ Festival  special Lismore 
event for schools in early August and will hear 
inspiring talks from popular writers Andy 
Griffiths and Isobelle Carmody.   This class 
is also participating in the Lucinda Video 
Project and is working with Graham Jessup 
to create a film based on the theme, “History 
in the Making.”  They are really having 
fun learning about digital story-telling.  

Year 4/5/6 this term will also be undertak-
ing the Rock and Water program which 
will involve a range of physical exercises, 
activities and discussions leading children 
from simple self-defence, boundary and 
communication exercises towards a strong 
concept of self-confidence and resilience.

The whole school is once again involved 
in the Performing Arts Festival to be held 
at the end of August.   Dunoon children 
are bringing yet another extraordinary ex-
travaganza to the Lismore Workers Club 
and it may have something to do with OZ! 
Check out our website for the latest newswww.
dunoon-p.schools@det.nsw.edu.au

Extra News
Congratulations to Harry Whittaker who 
has been awarded a Distinction for his 
entry in this year’s International Computer 
Skills Competition run by the University 
of New South Wales.  Great work Harry.

It was also great to hear that three Dunoon 
Public School girls, Eva, Claudia and 
Breanna, from last year’s Grade 6 re-
ceived Academic Awards at Trinity 
Catholic College in July. Well done!

Year 4, 5 and 6 working hard

Athletics coaching Distinction for Harry
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It has been a terrific term for activ-
ity at Whian Whian Public School. 
Our Awesome Hat and Crazy Hair 

Day was held in May and raised $145.10 
for people suffering mental illness. The 
children had great fun dressing up their 
heads as you can see in the photo’s! 

The Biggest Morning Tea also raised 
over $160 for The Cancer Council.
Congratulations to Ja Rainbow who 
came first at the Northern Rivers Zone 
Cross Country at Maclean. Ja went 
on to represent us at Regional but suf-
fered cramps. Better luck next year Ja. 

Aboriginal Education Day was held at 
Dunoon. It was a great with all students 
being able to take part in cultural ac-
tivities including dance, painting, story-
telling and many others. The presenters 
were very professional and the students 
all enjoyed the day and learned a lot.

Futures day was held at The Channon Public 
School. Despite the wet weather, students 
found out about careers from a police officer, 
a local fire fighter, a marine biologist, chef, a 
naturopath, a waste reduction officer, a mu-
sician and even a sailor. They even did some 
circus skills. The children had a great day.

On a sad note we farewelled Janelle 
Clough who has taught at the school 
for many years, we all hope she 
enjoys her well earned retirement.

Extension writing day
An extension writing day was held at Whian 
Whian Public School. We were joined by 
students from Tuntable Creek, Dunoon, 
The Channon and Modanville for a day of 
writing activities. The children had lots of 
fun and produced some very interesting 
work. They particularly like writing a story 
about three totally unrelated and random 
pictures. Children have such imagina-

tions when encouraged to use them freely.
Students made some terrific string art last 
term. We had an old shelf that had to be 
removed so we recycled the chip board by 
making string art as most of us had done when 
we were at school. The students learned a lot 
and not too many hammered their fingers. 

Brainstorm Production

We attended the 
Brainstorm perform-
ance again this year. 

It focussed on giving chil-
dren strategies to deal 
with cyber-bullying and 
negative peer pressure.

Here are two descriptions of 
the Brainstorm production

On Monday our school went to 
Tullera Hall to see the Brain-
storm production called Buddies 
with two other schools, Corndale 
and Modanville.  My favourite 
part was when Lucy and Charlie 
were in the swamp.  When they 
were in the 
swamp they 
rescued a bat 
that got stuck 
in the sticky 
purple mud 
that was like 
goo.  I liked it 
because when 
they were 
imagining it 
they weren’t 
just stand-
ing there they 
were acting 
it out like 

it was like quick sand.  It was 
probably the best one for ages.
By Angelique

As most of you already know, 
yesterday was the annual 
Buddies brainstorm pro-
duction at Tullera Hall.
It was held in the morning so we 
still could get back to school in time 
for recess (and more school work).
The base story was about two, 
twelve year old children, both 
getting excluded and bullied, ac-
cidently meeting up and getting 
sucked up into this video game 
console.  Then having to battle 
fire breathing dragons and save 
innocent Snagglebirds, while learn-
ing to be nice, say sorry and how 
not to let bullies get to you.
Personally, I have to admit they 
acted very well; both of them 
seemed to get both the timing 
and the acting perfect, so for 
me that was the best part.
By Innes

We are looking forward to a visit from 
Dunoon Pre-school during Education 
Week, the students are busy organising ac-
tivities to share. We will definitely have a 
report in the next Gazette about this event.

Athletics carnivals are coming up too, in 
Term 3 and everyone has been practising 
(in between showers)! Tennis will con-
tinue in Term 3 and a soccer coach will 
also be visiting to pass on some skills.

Don’t forget to check out our school website 
for latest photos, newsletters, school infor-
mation and P & C information. Go to www.
whianwhian-p.schools.nsw.edu.au. If you 
have children ready to enrol in 2013 and 
would like to visit the school and staff please 
do not hesitate to contact us on 6689 5240
Dave Condon, Kim Read

  WHIAN WHIAN SCHOOL NEWS WITH  KIM READ  & DAVE CONDON

Dunoon General Practice
100 James Street, Dunoon

Dr. Gillian Ette
Dr. Nathan Kesteven

Surgery open Monday, Thursday and Fridays 9am - 2.30pm
and occasional other days

Phone: 6689 5811 or 6689 5822
Fax: 6689 5833

Bulk billing available
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On the last day of Term 2, our 
school farewelled our long 
standing teacher and col-

league  Dennis Thomson who had 
been a popular identity for a number 
of years and previously also  taught 
at Dunoon School. He officially 
retired in May but agreed to stay on 
till his replacement teacher was ap-
pointed.  Dennis hopes to spend his 
time playing golf, surfing, swimming 
and enjoying coffee with friends. We 
wish him well in his retirement and 
hope to catch up occasionally when 
he pops in for a casual day’s teaching. 

Our new member of staff is Ryan Swift 
from Coffs Harbour He is currently 
living at Corndale so not far to travel to 
school and should settle in well. Ryan 
seems very energetic and keen to bring 
a young fresh approach to the 4/5 class.

Last term passed quickly and was very 
busy with an emphasis on sporting 
events such as the Cross Country, our 
teams playing in sporting comps for 
soccer and tennis and preparing for the 
coming athletics carnival. As a result, 
the children have had lots of physical ac-
tivity to balance the more mental learn-
ing activities that fill our school days.

In June both boys and girls soccer 
teams played in the Gala Days Knock-
out. Claire Farrington was very excited 
to be selected for the State Invitational 
PSSA Soccer team who will compete 
in the National Schools Champion-
ship in Darwin. We wish her well

Another highlight of the term was the 

Aboriginal Cultural Day held at Dunoon 
School. The students who attended 
had a fantastic time and one teacher 
described them as being totally en-
grossed in what they were being taught 
about Aboriginal culture and traditions.

Excursions included one  to Byron Bay 
for the older students. They enjoyed 
going inside the lighthouse and sand 
modelling on the beach. The younger 
students were excited to visit Macada-
mia Castle at Knockrow with a BBQ 
lunch as well. The children had close 
experiences with our native wildlife 
and also enjoyed the rabbit patting.

The highlight of the last few weeks 
may have been the distribution of the 
Student Reports for parents to see how 

their child had 
progressed this 
semester. Hope-
fully all got home 
safely, ready 
for next term’s 
parent teacher 
interviews.

A number of in-
terested students 
participated in 
the Multicultural 
Public Speaking 

Competition which requires them to 
prepare and then present a short speech to 
the audience on certain topics. This was 
not only challenging but well supported 
with the top students from our school 
going on to compete in the zone level.
On Wednesday 13th June Years 3,4,5 
and 6 heard  three people speak as part 
of the  Lismore City Council’s Living 
Books program organised through the 
Regional Library. Gabrielle a refugee 
from Africa spoke about living in a 
Refugee camp for 11 years. A French 
girl called Lilly who talked about her 
travels in Australia and a lady from 
The Philippines concluded the talks. 
It was good for the students to hear 
firsthand about others people’s lives.

Drivers, passing the school, could 
not miss the fact that we now have 
zone flashing lights on Dunoon Rd 
helping us all to remember to slow 
down at school times and making it 
as safe as possible for the children.
 
Coming up this term
A trip to town  for a small group of 
students to hear two well known chil-
dren’s authors, Andy Griffiths and Isa-
belle Carmody speak at the City Hall 
as part of the Byron Bay Writers’ festi-
val on 1st August.

The Modanville School Sports Carnival 
on Wednesday 25 July followed closely 
by the Dunoon District PSSA Track 
events on Thursday 2nd August and the 
Field events on Tuesday 7th August.
Children’s Book Week Celebra-
tion on Monday 20th August 

Lastly, our school would like to find 
out about any children who will be 
enrolling at the school in 2013. If you 
can help could you please contact the 
office on 6628 2234. Maybe some 
new neighbours will be thinking of 
where to send their children.  Enrol-
ment information will be very helpful. 

  MODANVILLE SCHOOL NEWS WITH  JENNY STAPLES

Is your garden or lawn in need of help? 

 
 

 
 

 

Then look no further then Multitask 
Green Team for all your garden 
maintenance needs.  They provide 
plants and landscape maintenance 
services at very affordable prices for a 
range of different customers including 
Dept Education, Bunnings, Norco, 
Lismore Council and Lismore Shop-
ping Square.  They have full insur-
ances and Work Cover accreditation 
along with qualified supervisors. 

This experienced and reliable crew 
are now equipped with a 4ft Zero 
Turn Mower and will visit you in the 
Lismore/Goonellabah and surround-
ing districts. The Multitask City Farm 
Nursery sells a large selection of 
popular shrubs, groundcovers and 
natives, for your domestic garden or 
landscaping needs.  The Nursery is 
having its annual spring sale at the 
Lismore Show from 18th October to  

the 21st October 2007, so come on 
down and grab some plants at whole-
sale prices for your backyard, school 
playground or landscaping project. 
 

 
So join the satisfied clients who are enjoy-
ing the benefits of utilising this cost effec-
tive & reliable service.  You can obtain a 
no obligation FREE quote simply by call-

ing 66274911 or 0411 337 666 

Claire from Dunoon Soccer Club 
selected for PSSA Team
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  PACIFIC ISLAND DIARIES WITH CHARLES BETTERIDGE

“Queen Emma” in 19th Century New Guinea. Part 7
MEMORIES OF THE PACIFIC ISLANDS

In the previous episode, Emma’s 
fortunes changed when Germany 
annexed all the New Guinea main-

land and changed the names and loca-
tions to the German language where 
the New Guinea Mainland became 
Kaiser Wilhelmsland, New Britain 
became Neu Pommern, New Ireland 
became Neu Mecklenberg, etc. 

Emma’s star seemed to be hitched to 
political incidents. The “Steinberger 
affair” had marked the end of an im-
portant stage in her life and led her to 
Farrell and to New Guinea. The de 
Rays fiasco provided her with much-
needed capital. Now, ten years after 
Steinberger, Germany’s annexa-
tion of New Guinea marked, for her, 
another far-reaching personal change.

Her association with Farrell was weak-
ening – had been since the arrival 
of Parkinson in 1882, and her pre-
occupation with him in the plan-
ning and establishment of Ralum.

Farrell, man-like, looked for an emo-
tional cause of Emma’s coolness 
towards him; and when Emma, in 1883, 
insisted on going to Sydney, and was 
vague in giving reasons for the visit, 
he was certain there was a lover in it, 
somewhere. He would have been even 
more baffled had he followed her to 
Sydney. There she made several calls 
at the United States Consulate and 
was given VIP treatment. A file was 
built in her name, under “F”, but the 
name was “Forsayth”, not “Farrell”.

As usual she was entertained and 
eagerly besought; but she engaged in no 
love affair on that visit to the Australian 
capital - although a new romance entered 
her life soon after she left Sydney.

She returned to Mioko on a German 
ship that was under charter to God-
effroys and on that ship she met a big, 
handsome, cultured Austrian named 
Agostino Stalio. Stalio had been born 
in Dalmatia in 1854. He was senior 

officer on the ship and he was immense-
ly attracted by the vital, 33-years-old 
Samoan-American woman. Not much 
is known of the beginning of this ro-
mantic association - but that casual 
meeting on the German ship led eventu-
ally to the period of greatest happiness 
Emma knew in all her colourful life.

Farrell saw them together during the 
ships brief stay in Mioko and his jealous 
fears were confirmed. He raised no ob-
jection, therefore, when Emma began 
to spend more and more time at Ralum 
where building and plantation opera-
tions were being continued with increas-
ing pace. Farrell was 20 years Emma’s 
senior, and he had suffered much from 
that region’s rigours – fevers and spear- 
wounds and hard liquor. In 1885 it was 
apparent that his lungs were in bad shape 
and he was eventually persuaded to go 
South for medical inspection. When he 
returned, he told Emma that he must 
leave the country – he had tuberculosis.

Emma, greatly shocked, threw every-
thing else aside while she gave him all 
the help she could. He wished to pass 
over all their trading organisation to her 
and to this she agreed, but only on con-
dition that half the profits from Farrell & 
Company should go to him in Australia.

Emma already had in mind Agostino 
Stalio as a successor to Farrell as captain 
and trader - if not in other matters-and 
when she acquainted Farrell of this fact 
he remembered the Austrian very well, 
from when he had passed through on the 
Godeffroy steamer two years previous-
ly. He doubtless was aware of what Stal-
io’s future place would be in the Ralum 
structure but saw little point, under the 
circumstances, in taxing Emma with it.

Farrell went South and became stead-
ily worse. When Emma learned that 
he had entered a hospital in Brisbane, 
she arranged that one of her nieces, 
Emma Meredith, at school in Bris-
bane, should visit him regularly, and 
she had made a special visit to see him, 

in 1886. When he died, he left Emma 
Forsyth all his property in New Guinea.

All the Farrell interests thereupon were 
transferred to Ralum; and plantations, 
stores, trading and shipping were carried 
on from there by E.E. Forsayth and 
Company, directed by Emma Eliza For-
sayth, in person. Under her competent 
skilled hands, the Forsayth Company, 
in the next 20 years, expanded rapidly 
and very profitably. Right from this 
beginning, because of her fine pres-
ence, her sparkling hospitality and her 
royal arrogance, they called her “Queen 
Emma”. Perhaps there was more of a 
jeer than a tribute in it, at first, but in the 
long years to follow, it became a term 
of genuine respect and endearment. As 
the natives in the area became more ac-
customed to Europeans, their attempts 
at murder and cannibalism lessened, but 
they remained most persistent thieves.

One day, soon after Emma had settled 
in at Gununtambu , a woman from 
a native village brought in yams for 
sale. After the transaction was com-
pleted, Emma, looking through a back 
window, saw the woman taking arti-
cles off a clothesline. Emma called a 
party of Buka boys, and told them to go 
and bring the thief back to the house. 
They were gone a long time, and then 
returned without the woman. Their ex-
planation was vague and it was sub-
sequently learned that they had raped 
her, and left her in the bush for dead.

The next day, men from the woman’s 
village put the house under watch, and 
when the chance came, a number of 
them sprang suddenly upon Emma and 
wrapped around her head something 
that stifled her cries. They tied her wrists 
and her ankles together, pushed a carry-
ing pole through, and two large natives 
trotted off with her swung between 
them, pig fashion. By sheer luck, one of 
her Samoan maids had seen the end of 
the attack, and rushed screaming across 
to where Parkinson was busy with 
his Buka boys. A riding hack, ready 



DUNOON AND DISTRICT GAZETTE    August-September 2012        23

saddled, was nearby. Within a minute 
or two, Parkinson was on horseback, 
in pursuit of the bushmen, with several 
of his armed Bukas running alongside.

The natives had left the open track, 
and taken to the bush, but were handi-
capped by their burden. The Bukas 
raced ahead, while Parkinson fol-
lowed on foot and when they were 
within hailing distance screamed at 
the startled bushmen who dropped the 
semi-conscious Emma and bolted. The 
Bukas left Emma to be attended by 
Parkinson while they hunted down and 
killed two or three of her kidnappers.

Parkinson was deeply shocked, and 
maintained constant guards around 
Ralum for a long time after that in-
cident. Emma was more hurt in 
her dignity than injured physically. 
However, both were fair enough to 
acknowledge that the primary blame 
lay with the Bukas, who had treated 
the native woman with such brutality.

Emma’s social status altered remark-
ably in the 1880’s. In 1881 she was 
the inconspicuous “Mrs. Farrell”, 
the harassed young woman who had 
left Samoa with the tough, bearded 
Farrell, recruiter and trader. By 1890 
she was “Mrs. Forsayth” again, and 
rich and much admired. The plant-
ing and building enterprises, based 
on Ralum, began to take shape after 
Richard and Phoebe Parkinson joined 
Emma at Mioko at the end of 1881. 
The port and trading-station at Ralum 
were built first. Emma’s huge plan-
tation, Malapau, behind Ralum, was 
next established; the famous bunga-
low, Gununtambu, was built half a mile 
south of Ralum; and the Parkinson 
plantation, Kuradui, northwards of it.

In the eight years following the German 
annexation of 1884, Emma Forsayth 
consolidated her position in New Guinea 
and, with it, her fortune. They were 
the most rewarding years of her life.

Farrell -  her last personal link with 
her life in Samoa, was gone, and in 
Captain Stalio she had found her ideal 
lover. She had established her place 
in Neu Pommern (New Britain), and 

riches were flowing in an increasing 
stream. She had brought the available 
members of her family from Samoa, 
and they were now all around her, 
sharing her prosperity and happiness. 
She was deferred to by the country’s 
masters in a way that satisfied her ego.

She had built for herself the house of her 
dreams, Gununtambu which was admi-
rably designed for tropical conditions, 
and it contained every device known to 
provide for agreeable living. There was 
substantial furniture from Australia and 
from Europe, heavy carpets and curtains 
from the Orient, a hot water system, 
lavish ornaments and decorations - she 
even acquired a dinner service of gold 
plate. Her servants wore livery. Gun-
antambu had neither electricity nor re-
frigeration nor septic tanks - but it soon 
was famous in those days as the best-
equipped and most luxurious residence 
in the South Seas. It certainly contained 
almost everything that the fancy of a 
rich and clever woman could desire. 

Emma, however, aged more rapidly 
than might have been expected, al-
though in her middle thirties she still 
retained a good figure, and most of 
her beauty. She was clever, she was 
an omnivorous reader, had an aston-
ishing memory and she could startle 
visitors with her conversational grip 
of world affairs. She was a mistress 
of the arts of feminine wile and ar-
tifice; and she had amazing vitality. 

But her head continued always to 
rule her heart. She never was one 
to abandon herself completely to a 
love affair, she herself acknowledged 
that, even when she saw everything 
through the delusive mists of cham-
pagne, or rode high on the transport 
of emotions, there always seemed to 
be an individualist named Emma Coe 
standing off, jeering at the behav-
iour of uninhibited men and women.

Her early love of children developed, 
at Ralum, as a passion for surround-
ing herself with young people. Prob-
ably the most remarkable thing in 
the history of her life in New Guinea 
was the way in which she brought the 
youngsters of the next generation of 

Coes - especially the girls, to Gunan-
tambu, educated them and shaped their 
lives, arranged their marriages, and 
endowed them with valuable properties.

In the quarter century she reigned in 
Neu Pommern, she must have put a 
score of girls, mostly close relations, 
through what was called the Ralum 
marriage mart. Mostly they were 
pretty, merry, madcap girls, and they 
created in Gununtambu an atmos-
phere of gaiety, and social irrespon-
sibleness in which none took greater 
pleasure than Queen Emma herself.

Emma’s own son joined the Gununtam-
bu group early, and unexpectedly one 
morning in 1890 when he sailed up 
in one of Emma’s steamers, the West 
Wind from Sydney. So Coe Forsayth 
joined the other Coes who surrounded 
Emma at Gununtambu, and helped her 
build her fabulous estate. He became 
a valuable helper in office and store 
and plantation, and a useful sailor.

To be continued...tragedy strikes.

Charles Betteridge. 

This photo is the house Emma’s father 
built in which Emma was raised in. 
I took this photo myself on Saturday 
March 2nd 1996 while visiting Apia 
in Western Samoa. The beach where 
Emma spent a lot of time swimming in 
was barely 50 meters behind this house. 
Unfortunately the house was totally de-
stroyed by fire some three years ago.
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  MY LIFE AND OTHER MISADVENTURES WITH  CAZ GREENE

I don’t believe there is a woman in the world 
who has it all, no matter how perfect they 
appear to those of us admiring them from 

the outside – we see their apparently balanced 
family and work life and think, I wish I were 
more like them. We put ourselves down and 
berate ourselves for not being better at our job/
housework/parenting/relationships/health and 
finances, because surely other people must be 
good at handling all these things and we are 
the only ones who suck at juggling them all. 

Of course this is not true, I spend time with a lot 
of very different women from all walks of life 
and not one of them ever says “I am perfectly 
happy, everything is just as I want it to be and 
I handle it all with no problems.” We try, bless 
us for trying, but when it comes down to it, 
even when we get on a roll at least one ball gets 
dropped and the others begin to plummet one 
after another as we convince ourselves we are 
crap at holding it together.

Dropping one ball shouldn’t mean we need to 
lose focus but our often negative self talk is 
the culprit and it’s hard to be positive about our 
many roles when all the things we are trying to 
balance deserve our attention. A lot of self-help 
books rightly remind us that we need to live in 
the moment instead of constantly focusing on 
what we want next and they are right but when 
other people are relying on you it often feels 
like a crime to just breathe and focus on the now 
when there is so much that needs to be planned 
for and achieved in what feels like very little 
time.

The world seems to be moving at the speed of 
light at the moment with technology updating 
every day and new careers emerging while others 
drop away. The kids go from being cantankerous 
toddlers one moment to emerging adults the next 
before we can even take a breath. It might not 
seem that way to parents of young babies strug-
gling through the often long nights of little sleep 
and long days of nappies and crying but ask any 
parent of an older teen or adult and they will tell 
you they don’t know where the decades have 
gone. Balancing it all no matter what age your 
offspring are is never easy, when they are little 

there is so much they cannot do for themselves 
– but when they grow up and have to start mak-
ing decisions and life choices for themselves, it 
is that stress on a parent multiplies as the time 
they generally leave their “nest” approaches or 
even passes.

Just like their parents, the kids who get the work/
life balance right are few and far between, no 
matter what example we try to give them they 
struggle to get it right. Rare ones (yes they do 
exist but not in my house) become obsessed with 
their studies and forget to take time out with fam-
ily or friends or look after their health. But they 
are rare – most kids these days are overpowered 
by the technology in their lives, the phones, the 
Facebooking, gaming, updating their blogs or 
latest itunes playlist. All valid pursuits in mod-
eration that certainly can help in their future 
workplaces to an extent, but are massive distrac-
tions from study, physical fitness or family life.

I’m proud of my now 20 year old daughter Sarah 
(can you believe it – 20?) for all she juggles – uni 
study, work, friends, bush fire brigade, sport, she 
works hard to spend time at all these things and 
even makes sure she gets to have fun with her 
younger brothers and myself and to cook with 
her beloved “Daddy” . But I do get frustrated 
when she allows too much DVD watching and 
Facebooking, from time to time and gets in a 
hysterical flap about how little time she has. So 
what if her tired time frantic rants sound just like 
me, I want her to do it better than I do. That’s 
what all parents want from their kids isn’t it? We 
don’t want them to repeat the mistakes we have 
made. We want them to have it all – and to have 
it easier than we did. We try to help them make 
decisions we think will lead them to greater 
success using skills we see they have and think 
should be obvious to them. 

Today is the day before the HSC trials start and 
Ben is starting to realise that maybe starting to 
study a few years ago might have made the mark 
he needs to go into Engineering at uni next year 
attainable instead of a holy grail he is praying to 
reach. He has only just got his first part-time job 
after applying everywhere for the past two years 
and his first shift starts this week, in the middle 
of his trials – he really needs that job, and he 

really needs good marks – his eyes are finally 
opening to what self responsibility is all about. 
Mind you, he has yet to actually get up when 
his alarm goes off so I don’t think it has sunk in 
that the buck stops with him. He can’t rely on 
his mummy to do everything for him anymore 
– when he leaves for uni (if the holy grail is 
his) there won’t be any nagging parents to get 
him moving after sitting up late gaming on the 
internet. If he misses the bus to uni there won’t 
be a family friend to drop him off in time for his 
first lecture or shift at work.  

If he forgets to buy food/petrol/bus tickets 
before spending money on leisure he won’t go 
to the fridge and miraculously find it full of left-
overs or fresh food choices and he won’t be able 
to borrow our car. It will all be up to him, and 
he is starting to recognise this at last but I’d feel 
better about his chances if he’d actually get up to 
his alarm! I see a lot of parents with kids older 
than mine who are in uni/travelling or in the 
workforce and I hear some positive stories about 
what they are up to, but I am honestly freaked 
out by how many stories I hear about kids who 
have never left home/or are constantly calling for 
more “loans” from their parents that they never 
intend to repay. 

These children who call themselves adults don’t 
seem to understand that it is now THEIR respon-
sibility to pay their way in life, that no one owes 
them a living and that EVERY job starts at the 
base level not the top. 

I guess I am angry on behalf of their parents, 
we want so much for our kids, and we work our 
arses off to provide it as best we can, giving up 
plenty of our own dreams to help them make 
theirs come true and it is a kick in the teeth to 
see parents I know sick with worry over pay-
ing their own rent or mortgages because their 
selfish offspring “need more money mum, it’s 
really expensive here in Brazil/Japan/Byron”. 
One friend’s 23 year old son, who dropped out 
of three different uni courses and wouldn’t apply 
for jobs because there weren’t any he “wanted to 
do” or “didn’t pay enough” recently got a great 
unskilled job he was excited to start, good money 
and something that would suit his skill set and 
personality. His mum was thrilled, her joy obvi-
ous that finally he had got his foot in the door 
and would feel motivated about life and start to 
pay for some of the hundreds of dollars worth of 
groceries this big lad scoffed in a week. Alas her 
pride and joy quit after less than 48hrs in his job 
because – drum roll – “the smell of disinfectant 
got to him”. 

It seems in our struggle to get our own work/life 
balance right and our guilt that while struggling 
to pay for food/home/education for our kids we 
don’t get the time we want with them we try to 
make it up to them by taking care of everything 
for them instead of teaching them that their life 
too will be a balancing act. And that it really will 
be up to them to juggle things they like doing 

Balancing Act
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with things they do not, because everyone has to 
have self-responsibility and contribute to their 
own dreams instead of relying on others to make 
them happy and take care of all their needs.

Dad was distressed right up to the day he died 
that he had nothing to leave to his kids or grand-
kids (like we cared, we wanted him not some 
money in a will), he left school at twelve and 
worked right up until he was hospitalised two 
weeks before we lost him. He and mum were 
constantly putting their hands in their pockets to 
help others and rarely got to do the travel they 
thought they would do “when we retire”. 

Hopefully I am imparting a good work/life 
balance and ethics on to my own kids but who 
knows? I am sure there will be times when they 
genuinely need our help and we will do every-
thing to provide what help we can give – since 
we are on modest incomes it won’t be much but 

like any parent we won’t want to see our kids 
in hardship if we know they have been taking 
responsibility for themselves and bad luck has 
struck. But I am not self-sacrificing enough that 
I want to look back when I am eighty and think 
that instead of finally getting the opportunity to 
see the world/publish that book, it is my kids 
who have done all of that and more on my 
wages not their own because they thought it was 
their right to have whatever they wanted with no 
cost of time or money to themselves.

Rant over – I am excited to see where our kids 
lives may lead, and I hope I get to spend a bit 
of time with them now and then as their world 
expands, and that they realise that if they want 
something bad enough, hard work, patience 
and self-responsibility will make those dreams 
come true.

Bed and Breakfast
Spacious self-contained 

accommodation at Dunoon
www.theshedatdunoon.com.au

Ph 6689 5994

About 70 current and former 
members and supporters of 1st 
Clunes Girl Guide Unit met at 

the Clunes Coronation Hall on 1 July 
to celebrate the Unit’s 25th birthday. 
 
The Unit was opened on 1 July 1987 
and has continued to meet every 
week during school term for 25 years, 
with 155 girls from Clunes, Dunoon, 
Bexhill, Rosebank, Federal, Eureka, 
Whian Whian, Modanville and The 
Channon having been members in 
that time. We now have the daugh-
ters of former members in our Units!
 
A number of the very first members 
were among those who gathered to 
renew friendships and catch up with 
each others’ news, try a few activities, 
reminisce over photo albums, and enjoy 
a sausage sizzle and birthday cake. 

Many former members sent their 
best wishes, expressed their disap-

pointment at not being able to come 
and said how much they had enjoyed 
their Guiding. Many travelled long 
distances to join in the celebration.
 
The current leaders of the Guide 
Unit are Hannah Nunn and Sally 
Woodhouse. Tracey Schofield leads 
the Junior Guide Unit and Helen 
Hargreaves is the District Leader.
 
Girl Guiding moves with the times 
and over the last 25 years there have 
been a number of changes, the most 
obvious one being the change of 
uniform. We do have to admit that 
while we like our less formal new 
uniform we were sorry to lose our 
distinctive flamingo pink scarves! 
 
You will probably have read in the 
papers that we have just changed our 
Promise and Law. The values and 
fundamental principles on which 
the Promise and Law are based have 

not changed. What has changed is 
the language used to ensure that 
the Promise and Law are mean-
ingful and relevant to girls and 
women in 21st century Australia. 
 
For information about joining 
Girl Guides please contact 
Helen on 6689 5294.

  CLUNES GIRL GUIDES 25TH BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION
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VILLAGE HALLS
DUNOON HALL

Community members welcome. For all bookings 
please contact Dunoon PO 6689 5101

Tullera Hall 6628 2488

Corndale Hall
David Hunter

6628 4364

Dorroughby Hall 6689 5013

Whian Whian Hall 6689 5839

The Channon Hall
General Store

6688 6240

CHURCH SERVICES
DUNOON ANGLICAN

Holy Communion Every Sunday 9.30am
Guild meets first Sunday of every month after Church

CHRISTADELPHIAN ECCLESIA
Sunday School 9.30am 

Memorial Meeting 11am each Sunday
Bible Address on occassions

6689 5229

DUNOON CATHOLIC CHURCH
1st & 3rd Sundays 9.30am

GOOLMANGAR 
CATHOLIC CHURCH

2nd & 4th Sundays 9.30am

SPORTS
Channon/Dunoon
Pony Club

6688 6302

Channon Tennis Club 6688 6165

Dunoon Sports Club
Enquiries & Cricket

6689 5444

Dunoon Social Golf
Chris Gulliver

6689 5147
0428 428 165

Dunoon Soccer
Andy Bain
Geoff Perrin

6689 5898
0427 942 184
0429 090 946

DunoonTennis
Graeme Drew
Marilyn Kent

6689 5264

Tullera Tennis Club
Pauline Leeson

668 2224

BUS TIME TABLES

DEPARTS Whian Whian 7.55am

Dunoon Sch 8.06am

ARRIVES Greaves 8.09am

Lismore PO 8.45am

DEPARTS Spinks Park 3.20pm

Trinity Sch. 3.30pm

Richmond RivSch 3.34pm

ARRIVES Dunoon 4.02pm

Whian Whian 4.15pm

WHIAN WHIAN - LISMORE
School Days Only

School Bus Service
6628 4101

DUNOON BUS SERVICE
6624 8734/0412 248 503

Bus For Hire
Service is ‘Hail & Ride’ at any point along the route

DURING SCHOOL TERM:
DEPARTS Dorroughby Hall 7.55am

Rocky Creek Dam 8am

Donohue St. Dunoon 8.06am

Numulgi Creek Road 8.09am

Dunromin Dr. Modanville 8.12am

Tullera Hall 8.17am

McLeay Road 8.23am

Richmond River High 8.30am

Lismore High 8.41am

Wyrallah Rd. Public Sch 8.46am

OLL Public School 8.51am

ARRIVES Lismore Bus Park 8.56am

DEPARTS LISMORE BUS PARK 3.30PM

DURING SCHOOL HOLIDAYS:
DEPARTS Dorroughby Hall 8.30am

Dunoon Store 8.40am

Modanville Store 8.45am

Tullera Hall 8.52am

Minschull Crescent 8.56am

Molesworth St. 9.00am

ARRIVES Lismore Bus Park 9.07am

DEPARTS LISMORE BUS PARK 3.30PM

COMMUNITY MARKETS
1ST SUNDAY Lismore Car Boot

Byron Bay

2ND SUNDAY The Channon

3RD SATURDAY Mullumbimby

3RD SUNDAY Lismore Car Boot

Nimbin

4TH SUNDAY Bangalow

The Channon Craft Markets
Contact: Christine McFadden

6688 6433
secretary@thechannonmarket.org.au

Organic Produce Market
Every Tuesday 8-11am and Thurs 4-7pm

Lismore Showgrounds

Farmer’s Markets
Every Saturday 8am Lismore Showgrounds

Lismore Con Artists Markets
1st Sat of the month 11am,  Cnr Keen and Magellan

FIRE PERMIT OFFICERS
DUNOON
Barry Watts 6689 5359

Aline Feebrey 6689 5438

Ross McDougall 0409 425 551

TULLERA
John Hildebrand 0408 282 224

Dusty Miller 6622 2825

THE CHANNON
John Hutchison 6688 6480

Tony Roden 6689 1562

Neale Hayter 6688 6171

J.J. Bruce 6688 6453

ROSEBANK
De Condos 6688 1163

Doug Rowley 6688 2137

Eric Kinchin 6688 2217

WILDLIFE CARERS

Northern Rivers Wildlife Carers 6628 1866

WIRES Animal Rescue 24hr Hotline
6628 1898

OTHER USEFUL NUMBERS
Dunoon Lodge
Gordon Starkey 6689 5166

Dunoon Public 
School P & C 6689 5208 (school)

Northern Rivers
Animal Shelter
Robyn

6681 1860

Junior Guides 
(ages 7-9 years) 

Guides (ages 10 – 15 years) 

please contact 
Helen Hargreaves on 
6689 5294 (b.hours) 

or 6689 5254 (after hours).

When the second Hall was destroyed by fire in 
1963 it was rebuilt through the extraordinary 
fund raising efforts of some members of the 
community.
 
It was being rebuilt in 1968 but meanwhile the 
land reverted to the Crown.
 
The Department of Lands contributed a small 
fraction of the cost of rebuilding.
 
It is now a PUBLIC RESERVE administered by 
a trust appointed by the Minister for Lands
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SCHOOLS
PRESCHOOLS
PLAYGROUPS

Dunoon Public School 6689 5208

Modanville Public School 6628 2234

Corndale Public School 6628 4305

The Channon Public School 6688 6236

Whian Whian Public School 6689 5240

Dunoon Pre School 6689 5396

The Channon Children’s Centre 6688 6330

Dunoon After School/
Vacation Care

6689 5930

Tullera/Modanville Playgroup 6689 5381

Accommodation Imogen’s Farmstay & Winery 6689 5672
The Shed Bed and Breakfast 6689 5994

Accountant TNR 6621 8544
Admin/Secretarial Skills Sarah Ogier 6689 5407
Advertising Dunoon Gazette 6689 5954
Bottle Shop Dunoon Store 6689 5225

Mary G’s 6622 2924
Builder Multi Span Kit Buildings 6687 9954

Lic no:196173c

Bus Service Dunoon 6624 8734
Whian Whian 6628 4101

Carpenter Andrew Dorieans 0434 913 708
John Ferronato 0429 895 130

A/H 6689 9437
Caterer Annabelle Crow 6689 5276
Doctor Dr. Gillian Ette 6689 5811
Earthmoving Tom Thumb - Jeremy 0458 895 414
Electricial Services Warren Lewis 6689 5034

Afterglow Electrical 0432 331 633
Farm Services Tony Gifford 0409 938 835
Fencing Contractor Andrew Shepherd 0431 095 583
General Store Dunoon 6689 5225
Insurance Dudgeon & Berry 6621 3000
Laundry Service Clean & Green Laundry 6622 1359
Lismore Neighbourhood Cent. 6621 7397
Livestock Carriers Alan & Tanya Maloney 0438 635 334
Mechanic/Petrol Dunoon Automotive 6689 5137
Monumental Mason Beckinsale 6621 5497

Mortgage Broker Sue James 6689 5780
0408 605 537

Mowing/Garden Care John’s Yard Yakka 6628 2224
Plumber Nik Hyde 6689 5174
Pottery Supplies North Lismore 6621 4688
Printer Martin C 6622 3111
Refrigeration Russell’s 6621 3992
Restaurant Mayfields, Dunoon Sports Club 6689 5469

Mary G’s 6622 2924
Sports Club Dunoon 6689 5444
Tank Cleaning and Repairs, Smart Rainwater Solutions 0418 662 285
guttermesh 6629 1212
Tipper/Handyman Darryn Bassey 6628 2147
Towing Service Bruno Zambelli 6628 2230
Takeaway Modanville 6628 2005
Tractor Repairs Doc Dorahy 6622 2842
Tree Lopping Steve Cubis 6688 6455
Tyres Pirlos 6621 3561
Waste Disposal Richmond Waste 6621 7431

LOCAL PHONE DIRECTORY

DISCLAIMER
The opinions expressed in this newspaper and on its website 
are those of the individual contributors and are not necessarily 
those of the Gazette editor or staff.  Contents copyright Dunoon 
& District Gazette.
May not be  reproduced for any purposes without written 
consent.  If you must steal from us, at least give us a credit!
Please be aware that if you are attending public functions, your 
photograph maybe taken and submitted to the Gazette for pub-
lication in print and on the website. If you do not wish for your 
photo, or photos of members of your family to be published 
please get in touch, with complete confidentiality, with the Editor 
via the phone numbers in the deadline column on Pg 2.

TIME ON 
YOUR HANDS?

Want to try something different? 
Meet new people?

Further your skills or learn new ones?
Why not volunteer?

Help Yourself by Volunteering
 Keep your skills up to date (or learn new 
ones!)  Give back to your community, meet 
new people, be appreciated, make new 
friends, have fun! Volunteering Northern 
Rivers is your one-stop shop for finding the 
volunteering job that best suits you. 

Call Jeannette on 6621 7397 
to find out more
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DISCOVER THE FUN OF
BEING A GIRL GUIDE!

Clunes Girl Guide Units have vacancies for girls aged 7-9 and 9-15.  Both Units 
meet on Tuesdays.  Join girls from Clunes, Dunoon, Dorroughby, Rosebank and 

Bexhill for fun activities, camping, life skills, canoeing, teamwork and leadership skills. 

Women aged 18 and over are also invited to discover the rewards of  being a Guide Leader.  

For more information call Helen 6689 5294

DUNOON 
INDOOR BOWLS CLUB

Mondays 7.30pm 
at Dunoon Hall

Enjoy a sociable 
evening.

 No experience 
necessary 

All at the low 
cost of  $2!

Please call  Ron

 6689 5018

THE CHANNON/DUNOON PONY CLUB
For further details please contact:

Peter Barlow Club President
Hm: 6628 2695

Lisa McFadyen Vice President
Hm: 6629 1023

Mykaella Gosper Club Secretary 
Hm: 6629 3486

Irene Brockhill Treasurer:
Hm: 6686 4798

Fiona Wilders  Club Captain
6628 2690

www.channondunoonponyclub.pcansw.org.au

Meet last Saturday or Sunday 
of  every month. 

Beginners and advanced quilters welcome.
CONTACT FAITH NEWHAM

6689 5178

WHIAN WHIAN AND DUNOON QUILT GROUP

COFFEE & CAKE
$5.50

HOT PIE & 
COKE    
$5.50

88 JAMES STREET, DUNOON TEL: 6689 5225
OPEN 7 DAYS

MON - SAT 7AM - 7PM  
SUNDAYS AND PUBLIC HOLIDAYS 8AM - 6PM

 GREAT RANGE OF LOCAL FRESH FRUIT & VEGETABLES NOW AVAILABLE

FRESH MEATS FROM
HUTLEY BROS. 

LOCAL BUTCHERS

GLUTEN FREE PRODUCTS

ORGANIC HEALTH FOODS

TOFU PRODUCTS

BOTTLE SHOP 

TOP VARIETIES OF 
WINES AND BEERSBREAD, MILK & DAIRY

DUNOON GENERAL STORE
YOUR LOCAL STORE FOR FAMILY FRIENDLY SERVICE


