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The Dunoon And District Gazette is 
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RUSSELL’S
Same day in-house service

Ph 6621 3992

* Friendly & Professional 
Established over 60 years

* Full Mobile Service
Dunoon Lismore Alstonville Nimbin Clunes

*Fridges *Dryers *Washing Machines *Dishwashers
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Merry Christmas and Happy 
New Year to all our readers, 
contributors, distributors, 

community groups and advertisers.

This issue is packed with news of all the 
interesting events and happenings of our 
myriad of local groups. In this edition there 
are some examples of how the groups can 
work together and draw in the wider com-
munity with some of their projects and 
events. This is really helped by those 
people who participate in several groups 
or support the events of other groups. 

One example of this is the Marimba project 
for a Cambodia School for physically disa-
bled children. A big thank you to Kay Doust 

who has masterminded the Tuk Tuk Caravan 
of Life tour to Cambodia and coordinated 
the Marimba project - she is an inspiration.   

It was encouraging to see that some of the 
people involved in this project went along 
and supported the Men’s Shed film night - a 
first at a Film Society event for some. The 
film nights are a great way to get to know a 
few more locals with socialising over dinner 
and coffee - or if you don’t want to stay for 
the film, just come for the meal.

A new initiative is an e-mail subscription 
list for the Dunoon Gazette, so that you can 
receive the electronic edition before it even 
hits the printers. This is great for forwarding 
to friends, or keeping a record of past issues. 
Go to the website at www.dunoongazette.
com to subscribe to the list. You can unsub-
scribe at any time.

Enjoy the holidays and 
see you next year.
Bronwen Campbell 
Editor

Bed and Breakfast
Spacious self-contained 

accommodation at Dunoon
www.theshedatdunoon.com.au

Ph 6689 5994

Cabin Kits Galore offers an ex-
citing range of backyard cabins 
suitable for the DIY enthusiast 
or have it installed for you. 

These make ideal accommodation for 
WWOOF (Willing Workers on Organic 
Farms) or farm accommodation in general. 

They make a great backyard cabin, 
cubby house, garden shed, home 
office, granny flat, child’s study, 
park cabin, country retreat, B&B, 
workshop - the options are endless. 

Please call Adam and the team on 
07 3888 6601 or 0420 909 194
www.cabinkitsgalore.com.au

Nik Hyde
Plumber & Drainer

New installations/Renovations
Roofing/Guttering

Solar systems/Hot water services
Septic Systems
Free estimates

Commercial & Domestic
 24hr Service

Dunoon 6689 5174
Mob: 0428 753 796

ALL-INCLUSIVE RATE INCLUDES:

• Initial consultation & preparation  • Design & 
production of the book cover and text section  • Free 
scanning & insertion of all photographs/illustrations  
• Normal copy-editing, photo retouching & proofing  
• Standard indexing in non-fiction books  • ISBN & 
National Library Cataloguing-in-Publication Data

• Quality Printing 
• Saddle Stitching, Perfect & Wiro Binding

• Environmentally Friendly Papers 
• Small & Large Print Runs

PRINTERY
Lismore City

201 Union Street Lismore 2480

Tel. 02 6621 5371
Fax. 02 6622 1296

Email. quotes@cityprint.com.au
www.cityprint.com.au

SELF
PUBLISHED 
BOOKS

MODANVILLE 
TAKEAWAY

Phone: 6628 2005

Open 10:30 am - 7 pm
Fri 8:30 am - 7pm

Open 7 days a week
Award winning food 

First prize at the Lismore 
Show two years running 

gourmet meat pies and sponges (2013), 
french vanilla custard slice and sausage rolls 

(2012)

Cakes and pastries made 
fresh daily on premises

Phone orders welcome

For all your specialist 
home theatre, phone, 

data, fibre and TV 
reception needs 

Call Iain Thompson
Phone:  0421 871 144

E-mail: wired4@iinet.net.au
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WIRES is very busy with 
flying-foxes: calls are 
coming in every day.

Flying-foxes, or bats, are nature’s gar-
deners. They are the only pollinators 
and long-distance carriers of seeds to 
enable the growth of particular hard-
wood trees. Every time we enter a rain-
forest we should offer thanks to these 
incredible creatures for the pollination 

without which the trees would not exist. 
No bats, no forests. They feed hanging 
upside down, separating the pith 
from fruit and swallowing juice and 
nectar. Flying-foxes are often ma-
ligned for eating fruit crops but they 
much prefer the blossom of native 
trees and small amounts of insects. 
They seek out fruit only when other 
food sources have been depleted. They 
may fly up to 100km at night in search 
of food while carrying their young. 

In our area, most Grey-Headed Fly-
ing-Foxes and Black Flying-Foxes are 
born between September and Decem-
ber. The pup attaches itself to mum’s 
nipple (located under the wing) and ac-
companies her everywhere. The most 
common causes of injuries are electro-
cution on power lines, getting caught in 
netting on fruit trees and entanglement 
on barbed wire fences. Also, babies 
are often separated from their mothers 
and found alone: they cannot survive 
without human assistance. This year, 
many others are simply heat stressed. 

You can help by selecting appropriate 
netting and using it properly. Peg the 
nets at ground level. A piece of split 
poly pipe on barbed wire risk spots, 
such as adjacent to fruit trees, can 
prevent many prolonged and painful 
deaths. If you spot an orphaned, injured 
or trapped flying-fox, members of the 
public are warned not to handle bats but 
to call WIRES. A trained volunteer will 

safely rescue the 
animal and 
carers will nurse 
the bats until 
they have re-
covered and 
can be released.

Interestingly, flying-foxes are the only 
wildlife species which benefit from 
forming a bond with a human. WIRES 
have to be careful not to humanise all 
other wildlife species. Flying-foxes, 
however, bond with their human carer 

for the first 10 weeks of life then just 
like human teenagers, only want to mix 
with their own kind and are no longer 
interested in their primary carers. The 
young flying-foxes are soon flying free.

An all-volunteer organisation, 
WIRES relies heavily on the gen-
erosity of caring people for support 
as it is a charity, not a government 
service. If you are interested, call the 
24-hour hotline on 6628 1898 or go to 
http://wiresnr.org/Helping.html 
to find out how you can help.

AwArds
Two Northern Rivers WIRES vol-
unteers have received state-wide 
recognition for their outstand-
ing contributions to the community.

Rosebank resident Sue Ulyatt has 
received the Conservation Volun-
teer Award, one of only four annual 
NRMA Helping People Awards that 
give hard-working volunteers who 
donate their time for charities in NSW 
and ACT the recognition they deserve. 

Joanne Chaffey of Brunswick 
Heads has been listed on the 2013 
Hidden Treasures Honour Roll.

  ST. MATTHEW’S ANGLICAN CHURCH NEWS WITH  ‘GINA MURRAYL

On Sunday 17th November 
we held our Remembrance 
Sunday Service when we 

gathered in the Church to remem-
ber the service–men and women from 
this area and others who served in 
our armed forces in major conflicts.

A lot of people attended and Alan Shaw 
(our associate priest) conducted a won-
derful service which touched the heart 
of everyone present. We had a poppy 
ceremony within the service when 
we remembered individual members 
of our community who had served 

in major conflicts.   In all, a very suc-
cessful occasion, one we intend to 
repeat every year, so hope to see you 
next November - mark your calen-
dar now for November 9th 2014!

CArOLs IN THE CHUrCH
Now to forthcoming events: On 22nd 
December at 7.00pm we shall be having 
our, now, annual carols in the church.

This is NOT a Church Service. This 
is simply a gathering of village folk 
to sing Carols in our beautiful new 

building – a time of community fel-
lowship – a time of social interac-
tion with SUPPER (Christmas Cake 
and a cuppa).  Do come along!!  

Our last Sunday Service of the year will 
be on 29th December.  Don’t forget, 
normal services are every Sunday at 
10.00am (except January) and Guild 
meets on the first Sunday of the month 
after Church.   Love to see you there.

‘Gina Murray
(Anglican  Women’s Guild of                                               
St. Matthew’s Dunoon) 

  WILDLIFE INFORMATION, RESCUE AND EDUCATION SERVICE
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MArIMBA TO CAMBOdIA

Thanks to a great collaborative 
community effort, two teams 
from the Tuk Tuk Caravan of 

Life (a fundraising tour) will be de-
livering a marimba to Cambodia.

We will be present-
ing the instrument on 
Christmas  Day to La 
Valla/Yodifee House, 
organisations that 
support, educate and 
provide opportunities 
for physically disa-
bled Cambodian youth. 

Music is a much-en-
joyed part of life at 
La Valla and Yodifee; 
the latter has a music 
room and it’s own resident band!

A marimba 
is a wooden 
instrument, 
similar to a 
xylophone. Its 
construction 
was kindly 
made possible 
by a donation 
of materials 
from Lismore 

Timber and Plywood, and the tire-
less efforts of Dunoon Men’s Shed. 

The Dunoon Public School loaned 
their Marimba to use as a template. 
Other interested local people have 
kindly donated timber for the notes 
and painting and sign writing services. 

AirAsia have very generously agreed 
to fly the instrument to Cambodia. 

For a photo of the finished marimba, 
see the article by Andy Parks in the 
Northern Star on 9th December avail-
able online at http://www.northernstar.com.
au/news/tuk-tuk-through-cambodia/2108408/ 

Miranda Jordan, Liam Gatt and Breanna Gatt  at 
the Lismore Car Boot Market - see article on  page 7

The marimba is easy for wheel-
chair students to sit at, and we hope 
Yodifee can reproduce the instru-
ment at their woodworking shop.
Two teenagers on the tour (Breanna 
and Liam) are seasoned marimba 
players, and will be giving the Cam-
bodian students some instruction. 

If you would like to learn more 
about the Tuk Tuk Caravan of 
Life, please head to our Facebook 
page and ‘like’ us to stay tuned!

Search on Tuk Tuk Caravan of 
Life or go straight to this link
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Tuk-
Tuk-Caravan-of-Life/561150017232815
Kay Doust

  COMMUNITY GETS TOGETHER TO HELP CAMBODIAN CHARITIES

Working with relationships, 
parents and children, family 
issues and your Inner Child

Jannese Parkes
Clinical Hypnotherapist MANHR 

Master Practitioner NLP 
Counsellor (Relationship) 

Reiki Master
Accredited Goulding Sleep-

Talk™ for Children Consultant

Phone: 6628 2963

It’s never too late to have a 
happy childhood!

DUNOON 
AUTOMOTIVE

111 James St. Dunoon
Open Weekdays

Phn: 6689 5137
Fax: 6689 5937

Regos
New Car Services
Log Book Services

Batterys, Oils & Parts
Most Mechanical Repairs
Pre-purchase Inspections
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It’s hard to believe we are nearing 
the end of Term 4 and Christ-
mas is just around the corner.

Earlier in the Term Modanville School 
celebrated it’s 85th Anniversary. It 
was a wonderful celebration  enjoyed 
by community members and past 
and present students and teachers.

Zara (Kindergarten) with her 
great grandmother, Joan

Students enjoyed attending the Healthy 
Harold Life Education van. They learnt 
about healthy life styles, making in-
formed decisions and cyber safety.

We’ve started gross motor rotation 
groups of a morning which are led 
by the Year 5/6 students. The kids 
are having fun while being active!

Swimming scheme will take place in 
Weeks 7 and 8. Our Year 6 farewell 

dinner will be held on Tuesday the 3rd 
of December and the school Christmas 
concert is on the 17th of December.

The last Kindergarten orientation was 
held on Wednesday the 13th of Novem-
ber.  We look forward to the new Kinders 
joining our school next year. For enrol-
ment enquiries please phone 66 282234.

I wish everyone a Merry Christ-
mas and a Happy New Year,
Kimberley Taylor

Dress in pink day to raise funds for the McGrath 
Foundation for research into curing breast cancer

Year 5/6 screen 
printing

  MODANVILLE SCHOOL NEWS WITH  KIMBERLEY TAYLOR

Dunoon General Practice
100 James Street, Dunoon

Surgery open Monday, Thursday and Fridays from 9am
(subject to change)

Phone: 6689 5811 Fax: 6689 5833
Bulk billing available

Dr. Nathan Kesteven 
Dr. Jane Tierney

Dr. Gillian Ette (on occasion)

sALE OF FArM EqUIPMENT
Silvan Sprayer 1000lt; Macadamia Nut Trailer 3 ton 
w’ bottom shute; Gianni Ferrari Catcher Mower; 
Car Trailer – Tandem; Thicknesser 6 “; Timber silky 
Oak boards; Drill Press; Roofing Iron 200+ mts
For information
Email:horton.dianne@gmail.com Ph 0402196485
OR See www.gumtree.com.au

PIRLOS TYRE CENTRE
From BIG earthmoving tyres to a small wheelbarrow- we do them all!

ON FARM SERVICE - ESTABLISHED 25 YEARS - LOCALLY OWNED

23
43
96
7a
aH

Still giving good old 

traditional service!

30 Union Street 
South Lismore 

Phone: 6621 3561

We’re agents for: 
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Hello to you all as we finish what 
has been a great year for all the 
students at Dunoon Public School! 

We have wrapped up the year with some 
fantastic school excursions!  As I write 
this, Year 5/6 are enjoying a week in 
sunny Queensland where they are visiting 
many places including Underwater World, 
the Gallery of Modern Art, the Science 
Centre, Australia Zoo and the Planetarium.   

Last week, a group of senior students per-
formed at the Entertainment Centre for the 
Schools Spectacular. The show featured 
over three and a half thousand children 
from public schools across the state who 
took part in three shows over two days and 
nights in front of packed and thrilled audi-
ences. This is the largest annual variety show 
held anywhere in the world! The Dunoon 
students performed as part of the Combined 
State Small Schools Marimba Ensemble 
which has been attending the Schools Spec-
tacular since the year 2000. The group was 
made up of over fifty children from schools 
across the state from Bedgerabong, Boomi, 
Dunoon, Kentucky, Stuarts Point, Wool-
brook and Yarrowitch, Public Schools.

The Ensemble was a huge hit drawing 
great praise from the show’s or-
ganisers and the audiences alike.

As well as their official performances, the 
children went swimming at the Sydney 
2000 Olympic Games Pool, attended the 
Tyrannosaur Exhibition at the Australian 

Museum, experienced a guided tour of the 
convict built Hyde Park Barracks, took part 
in an historic recreation of a bushranger trial 
at the Justice and Police Museum, were led 
through Government House by experienced 
guides, shopped at Paddy’s Markets, visited 
Manly Beach and had fun at the heritage 
listed Luna Park. The children were a credit 
to themselves, the ensemble and their school! 
 
Stage 2 students spent a very busy two days 
on a camp at the base of Mount Barney in 
Queensland.  The weather was amazing and 
the views spectacular as we spent the days 
doing activities such as eco-boat racing, 
creek walking and rogaining. A favour-
ite was the night walk where we hiked up 
to the top of a mountain and cooked our 
meal of sausages and damper out under 
the stars. Some of us were more success-
ful cooks than others but luckily we had 
back up marshmallows and hot chocolate 
back at camp! It was fantastic to spend a 
fun-filled time developing team-work skills 
and building confidence and self-reliance.
 

The children from Kindergarten and Years 1 
and 2 visited the Dorroughby Environmental 
Education Centre. The children enthusias-
tically started on a bush walk from the Fil-
tration Plant to the Centre. On the way, they 
looked for various types of animal shelters 
and signs that animals may be in the area.

The children were most excited when 
they discovered signs of koalas and many 
places where birds could live. After climb-
ing up and then down the track they 
came to an open paddock. The view was 

amazing. The children could see all the 
way to Lismore and down to Dorroughby.

When they reached Dorroughby they enjoyed 
a quick morning tea. The children then learnt 
about motors and how they work. Using 
the interactive whiteboard they discovered 
how to make their houses more sustainable. 

Then the children learnt about feral animals 
and how they could build shelters to keep 
native animals safe from them. After lunch 
the children were instructed on how to rec-
ognise the pesky Indian Mynah Bird. They 
then enjoyed making birds’ nests and eggs. 
They are going to place the nests around 
the school to see if the Mynahs try and 
destroy them. If they do we will need to take 
action to solve our Mynah bird problem. 

The children returned to the school 
tired but with much more knowledge 
about how to protect our environment.
 

Well, that’s a  wrap! Merry Christmas  everyone!
Heather Laverick

  DUNOON PUBLIC SCHOOL NEWS  WITH HEATHER LAVERICK 

  EX-DUNOON PS STUDENTS A HIT AT LISMORE CAR BOOT MARKET
MArIMBA FUNdrAIsING 
AT THE MArkET

Breanna Gatt, Liam Gatt and 
Miranda Jordan, all ex-students 
of Dunoon Public School played 

a borrowed Dunoon PS Marimba at the 
Lismore Car Boot Market on 17th No-
vember to raise funds to support La 
Valla/Yodifee Schools in Cambodia.

They played for almost the entire duration 
of the market, with friends from Dunoon PS 

jumping in to assist for a few tunes. Marny, 
the Lismore Car Boot Market Manager, 
said “Your performances seemed to be very 
popular - quite the delight to have something 
different.” Marny, on behalf of the Lismore 
Car Boot Market, has invited the group 
back to play on the 3rd Sunday of January 
(19th) and will also contribute financial-
ly to assist in their fundraising efforts.  

The generosity of people was overwhelm-
ing and together with other fundraising 
efforts and with the invitation to come 
back to the market, Liam and Breanna 

have almost reached their target of $500 
raised for the Cambodian charities.

The Lismore Car Boot Market runs on 
the first and third Sundays. It is now 
closed for the year (no 3rd Sunday in 
December due to carpark availabil-
ity), and will re-open on January 5th.

Thank you to Lismore Car Boot Market 
for the opportunity and to Dunoon Public 
School for making it possible with the 
loan of the Marimba and for teach-
ing Liam, Breanna and Mira to play! 
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What a great year! 

I would like to start with some thank 
yous. Thank you preschoolers, 
families, committee members and 

fellow educators for the fabulous year, 
we have loved working, playing and 
learning with you all. It has been great 
to explore the garden together, and to 
get to know the local insects in our 
backyard better. It has been especially 
wonderful to go for walks with the pre-
schoolers into the community to learn 
more about our local fire service and 
the local community gardens. Taking 
these walks helps the preschoolers get a 
better sense of belonging to their com-
munity and also a better understand-
ing of the wider, real world. A huge 
THANK YOU to Ross (pictured right), 
Matthew, Ian (pictured below) and Nick 
for organising time and supporting these 
local excursions, we have lots of great 
photos and memories of these visits.

Thank you also to the wider community 
for your ongoing support over the many, 
many years to help us purchase the 
building. We are now the proud owners 
of a lovely preschool!! We celebrated 
by inviting past and present directors, 
educators and parents to an afternoon 
tea at the preschool. It was wonder-
ful to hear the stories from years ago; 
about the changes to the building and 
especially to our beautiful back garden. 

This term the excitement is building 
for our schoolies. They have loved the 
wonderful transitions programs offered 
by the local schools and later return to 
preschool full of excitement and enthu-
siasm. We are weeks away from saying 
farewell to the schoolies at our annual 
Christmas gathering and feast. All our 
preschoolers have been practising fa-
vourite songs and dances to perform 

at the gathering which will be held 
at the Dunoon Hall on the 9th of De-
cember - it’s sure to be great evening. 

As we say ‘farewell’ to our older pre-
schoolers, we also look forward to 
saying ‘hello and welcome’ to the new 
preschoolers of 2014. If you have a 
preschool age child (2.9-5 years) who 
is ready for some fun or you have 
younger siblings who are finally old 
enough to come to preschool, then 
we would like to invite you to visit 
the preschool on our preschool enrol-
ment  morning - Wednesday the 29th 
of January from 9am - 11.30am. The 
morning involves meeting staff and 
other parents while your child gets to 
explore the preschool environment. The 
2014 Preschool Program will start on 
Thursday the 30th of January. For more 
information please contact the preschool.

Merry Christmas to all and we wish 
you a safe, relaxing and happy 
holiday. See you in the New Year!
Kate Scanlan

Electrical 
Contractor
Warren Lewis

Lic no 25239

Domestic - Commercial - Solar
Rewires - Repairs 

General Maintenance
24 hour service

Tel: 6689 5034
Mobile: 0428 539354

Give us a go!!! 
Whian Whian Road,  

Whian Whian

   DUNOON PRESCHOOL NEWS with KATE SCANLAN

CALL OUT FOr 
NEw MEMBErs!

wEdNEsdAY 
COMMUNITY GrOUP @ 

dUNOON VILLAGE HALL

EUCHrE @ dUNOON 
VILLAGE HALL

Thursday evening at 7.30pm 
Call Charles 6628 2064

Wednesday morning at 10am 
for morning tea and craft activi-
ties
Call Ron 6689 5018

J & J Ferronato
Lic No 217725C

QUALITY WORK
Renovations Extensions Decks

Contact John: 0429 895 130
A/Hours (02) 6689 9437

ADVANCED 
MORTGAGE 
SOLUTIONS

FREE BROKERAGE SERVICE
YOU COULD SAVE $$$$$

Looking to purchase, refinance or free 
up some extra cash and consolidate 

other debts?
Advanced Mortgage Solutions offers a FREE 
Brokerage service helping you every step of the 
way with no appointment fees or charges. 
By accessing up-to-date information from the 
industries leading providers I will compare 
loans from all the Major Banks and Lenders to 
find you a great deal. Please call:

Sue James, Mortgage Broker
6689 5780/0408 605 537

advancedmortgagesolutions@ymail.com
(MFAA) Mortgage Finance of Australia accredited
    ASIC credit Licence number 387072

Looking to purchase, refinance or free 
up some extra cash and consolidate 

other debts?
For a no obligation, free service to review your 
present situation, just call me and I will help 
you every step of the way, by accessing up-to-
the-minute information from the industries 
Lenders to find you the best deal.  You will also 
be entered into my clients competition to win 
$10,000 cash!

sue James, Mortgage Broker
6689 5780 / 0408 605 537

advancedmortgagesolutions@ymail.com

FAST
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As 2013 comes to a close 
we would like to wish 
our Year 6 students all 

the best at High School next year.

As usual Term 4 has been very busy. It 
started with a visit to the Lismore Show. 
All the students competed in the Lego 
competition. Dylan and Angel partici-
pated in the circus. Angel was a great au-
dience volunteer in the magic trick and 
Dylan was the volunteer for the whip 
cracking display. Great participation.

We had a visit from a travelling science 
show which was a huge success. The 
kids learnt a lot about electricity and Mr 
C only had to get one rocket off the roof!

Thanks to the Bunnings team who 
came out to help with some donations 
for the vege garden. Interest groups 
have commenced this term, one after-
noon per week and some students are 
particularly interested in gardening 
and will be given more opportunity to 
work with Annie. Other interest groups 
include art, woodwork and music.

Miss Jodie is giving recorder lessons 
once a week for all the children. 
They are progressing very well and 
I believe will star at the Christ-
mas Concert on Wednesday the 11th 
December at 6.00 (All welcome).

All the students are participat-
ing in various sports each week, 
tennis, golf and swimming.

We had four children enter art works 
into the Eltham Art Show, con-
gratulations to Hannah who won 
first prize in the Year 2 division.

Dr Nathan pre-
sented a very 
exciting science 
lesson where 
he demon-
strated how 
ice cream can 
be made using 
cream, sugar, 
vanilla essence 
and liquid ni-
trogen. The 

result was a very high-class tasting 
ice cream served with strawberries!

Our annual excursion to visit Healthy 
Harold at the Life Education van was 
a very enjoyable day at Corndale 
Public School.  The K,1,2  and years 
3 -6 learnt age appropriate health and 
wellbeing skills with the help of a 
very popular giraffe called Harold.

Kevin from the Red Cross visited our 
school, he conducted a very success-
ful information session in first aid. The 
kids were shown how to bandage inju-
ries and discussed snake bites, the im-
portance of looking for danger before 
applying first aid and many other tips 
of what to do in case of an emergency.

Years 5 and 6 have had experience 
and orientation days at Richmond 
River High School to introduce them 
to the next stage of their education, 
they have participated in mini lessons, 
had a tour of the school and are now 
familiar with some of the senior stu-
dents who will be there to help them 
on their first day of high school.

Corndale Public School joined us for 
school camp at Woody Head for one 
night, the children pitched their own 
tents and enjoyed a walk along the 
beach to some very pretty rock pools, 
Miss Smith even showed everyone a 
sea cucumber. Some volleyball and 
cricket wore everyone out (including 
a couple of the adults!) After spaghet-
ti bolognaise and a shower everyone 
settled down for the night. The next 
day tents were packed up and we drove 
to the Serpentine at Ballina for a bit of 

fun on the beach, lunch and back home.  
Well done kids. We all had a great time.

Our four kindergarten students for 2014 
have been attending orientation on 
Tuesdays and have been enjoying art 
lessons as well as literacy and maths.
The Staff and Students of Whian Whian 
Public School wish you all a very Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Dave Condon
Kim Read 

Extra school website news 
AFrICA dAY
All the students studied Africa in Term 
3. K, 1, 2 picked an African animal 
to research. The rest of the children 
studied the continent of Africa and 
also picked a country to research

dUNOON PrEsCHOOL 
VIsIT

Children from Dunoon Pre-school 
visited Whian Whian Public School to 
listen to stories written by the Whian 
Whian students. When the book had 
been read, the preschoolers participated 
in activities that related to the book.

Images and text from Whian 
Whian School Website:
www.whianwhian-p.schools.nsw.edu.au

  WHIAN WHIAN SCHOOL NEWS with KIM READ and DAVE CONDON
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what’s on @ dunoon sports club
  DUNOON & DISTRICT SPORTS & RECREATIONAL CLUB-www.dunoonclub.org.au

TOBY GErrIsH ALBUM 
LAUNCH 
Thursday 12th Dec 

Thursday 12th December 7pm to 
10pm with guest appearances from 
Hussy Hicks and Scarlett Affection

THE PLUCkErs & POETs 
sHOwCAsE
Second Sunday of each month at 3:30 pm.
 

MEMBErs CHrIsTMAs 
PArTY 
Friday 20th December 

Mega raffles and a great time for all. 

NEw YEAr’s EVE 
Rockin Robyn &
James and the Buccaneers

Starting at 5:30pm with fun activities for 
kids, then later on a DJ and live music.
 

PANTOMIME CINdY IN 
BOOTs 
Saturday 14th December

Enjoy the famous Dunoon 
Sports and Recreation Club Pan-
tomime followed by Santa.

OPEN FOR NEW YEAR’S EVE - Join us to welcome in the New Year!

m a y f i e l d s
r e s t a u r a n t
D u n o o n  S p o r t s  C l u b

Our sumptuous menu offers something for everyone 
including vegetarians and gluten intolerant. 
We take pride in every dish.
Dine inside or alfresco on the huge modern timber 
deck while watching the sun go down.
We love it when you book so please call:
6689 5469 (Restaurant) or
6689 5444 (Club)

Become a member 
The Dunoon and District Sports 

and Recreation Club is a com-
munity owned and run resource 

serving the people of Dunoon and 
surrounding areas. 

We encourage everyone to get 
involved; to join one of the sport-
ing clubs or simply come along and 

enjoy the facilities

Here we are again already in the lead up to Christmas and the New Year. Don’t 
forget that  the Club and Mayfield’s Restaurant is open on New Years Eve.

There are some great events coming up in addition to the usual pluck-
ers and poets, trivia and raffle nights. Come along and join the fun.



DUNOON AND DISTRICT GAZETTE    December 2013 -January 2014   11

  DUNOON & DISTRICT SPORTS & RECREATIONAL CLUB-www.dunoonclub.org.au

MEMBER’S
BADGE
DRAW

EVERY FRIDAY
7 - 8PM

BE THERE TO WIN IT!

YOUR CLUB IS NOW 
A WI-FI AREA

Thurs, Fri and Sat Nights from 
5.30pm until 1/2hr before close of 

trade
5km Pick up - Further for groups!

Bookings are essential!
Please ring club

6689 5444
A gold coin donation each way

Leave the car at home and catch the 
Club’s COUrTEsY BUs!

Details are correct at time 
of printing. 

To confirm details 
phone

Dunoon Sports Club 
6689 5444 

or visit the website 

www.dunoonclub.org.au 
Information for members and their 

guests.

PLUCKERS & POETS

2ND SUNDAY OF MONTH 3PM
Monthly Sunday afternoon session 

of local entertainment
SING - DANCE - PLAY  -  ALL WELCOME

3RD SATURDAY @ 3PM
 EACH MONTH 
$2 PER PERSON

TRIVIA QUIZ
WITH ANNABELLE

Check with staff 
for WI-FI code

CLUB OPENING HOURS
SUNDAY, MONDAY AND TUESDAY

3PM - 8PM
WEDNESDAY 3PM - 9PM

FRIDAY 1PM - 12 MIDNIGHT
SATURDAY 1PM - 10PM

THURSDAY 3PM - 10PM

Mayfields Restaurant

HAPPY HOUR
MON - SAT  4 - 6PM

DISCOUNT PRICES ON MIDDIES AND 
SCHOONERS OF BEER

  DUNOON & DISTRICT SPORTS & RECREATIONAL CLUB-www.dunoonclub.org.au

Dunoon Men’s Shed
Meeting each Wednesday 9 am to 2 pm

Open to all men in the village & surrounding area

Community Gardens
Ring in open hours

6689 5444

Join Andy each Friday for the Meat raffle 
following the members CASH Draw

Dunoon social golf

Chris 0428 428 165

Book your Xmas function 
NOW Weekly Thursday pool 

competition

Register by 7 pm
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  DUNOON SOCCER CLUB
OCEANIA CUP

After a very successful regular soccer 
season the Dunoon girls have im-
proved even further, with both the 

junior teams competing in the Oceania Cup 
recently. This is an inaugural all women’s 
soccer competition hosted by the Alston-
ville Football Club and one of the only all 
female soccer competitions to be found.  
Recruiting a few more girls locally, within 
Lismore and around Byron Bay for both 
teams created an awesome level of talent, 
the majority of whom are from Dunoon 
and surrounds - ‘home grown’. The oldest 
girl is just 18! However, it wasn’t just 
their soccer skills that have impressed 
and made an impact on their coaches.

The older girls, who were playing in the 
Women’s B division played their first game 
against the Italo Starlets whose coach com-
mented part way through the game: “How 
come they aren’t in A grade?” Once advised 
that the majority were under 16 years of 
age, he was left with mouth agape for just 
a little too long, but still understandable. 

The girls went on to win every game in the 
regular competition. They defeated much 
older and more experienced players from 
Rovers, Nimbin and Alstonville, earning 
them first in the point score and first spot 
into the Grand Final. Every side had several 
representatives speak to me about the girl’s 
displays of talent and good nature. A long 
two days of soccer though eventually saw 
the Italo side reshuffled, significantly reju-
venated, and into the Grand Final against 
our girls. After a nil all score line, into the 
penalty shootout both sides went, captur-
ing the large crowd’s attention right down 
to the wire. There was plenty of support 
for both sides with the ground announcer 
telling all and sundry about “... the intense 
and exciting grand final being played on 
field one”. Even though the end result did 
not go Dunoon’s way the girls were fantas-
tic ambassador’s for their Club and Com-
munity, shaking hands and congratulat-
ing the victors with excellent spirit. There 
were a few tears from our girls but that 
just proved how they had put everything 
into the weekend for their team and club.

The Under 14’s team, which has several 

much younger 
players within 
it, also acquit-
ted themselves 
admirably.  
After coming 
off a near 
perfect season 
and ending 
the year as the 
point score 
champions for 
the zone, an 
unfortunate 
loss to their 
arch rivals for 
the season, 
Italo Stars, 
put them out 
of conten-

tion for a finals position against the very 
strong Northern Inland Football team. 
The girls played some excellent foot-
ball during the competition and demon-
strated great sportsmanship and enjoyed 
sharing the experience with many of their 
friends from the opposition teams, some 
even running on to give them a hand.

So, now for the part of the story that was most 
impressive. As a coach/manager and resident 
of Dunoon, I (Matt Johnson) was extremely 
proud of these girls yet again. Within the 
regular season they gave 100% and made a 
Rugby and League playing father’s trepida-
tion of coaching an U16 girls soccer team 
seem completely unfounded. I never had to 
be told: “Whatever” or speak to ‘The Hand’, 
or cope with stuff that I “... just wouldn’t 
understand”. Here were a group of girls 
that were confident yet humble, athletic but 
not extreme, always polite and on journeys 
that always started and ended with ‘happy’. 

Their parents, the Dunoon United Foot-
ball Club and the wider community should 
be very proud as well. Least of all for their 
soccer results, which are fantastic in their 
own right, but mainly for the positive in-
jection these young ladies are making to 
everything they set out to do. I’ve been 
fortunate enough to live and work in many 
communities throughout NSW and for 
this area to produce such excellence in 
ability and character is simply awesome, 
actually it’s  more - like, totally wicked!  

The ‘Home-Grown’ and bor-
rowed talent for the Oceania Cup: 
Under 16’s
Zoe Bertuzzi, Savanna Boller, Georgia-
Rose Cole, Lexi Cole, Emily Farrington, 
Madison Fielder, Matilda Grant, Ruby 
Gerrish, Elke Jansen, Madison Johnson, Lily 
Mercer, Isabella Pratt, and Shannen Sulliven  
Under 14’s
Emily Vidler, Josie Sullivan, Mika 
Gerrish, Maddie Smith, Breanna Gatt, 

Claire Farrington, Kaitlyn McIner-
ney, Rosemary Hogan, Nina Collins, 
Jazmin Bertuzzi, Salem Edwards, 
Anna Margraf, and Brook Marshall.

Rob Gatt and Matt Johnson

HIsTOrY OF THE sOCCEr 
CLUB

In February 1994, Dunoon and Dis-
trict Soccer Club was formed 
with the first sign-on of players.

So who remembers fireworks at Dunoon?
Fireworks at Dunoon, Balzer Park on pres-
entation night, yep great night with all 
Dunoon players and family enjoying all 
the colours and sounds of professional fire-
works, but we had plenty of fireworks on the 
soccer committee as well, and that’s what 
I walked into, my first committee meeting. 
You know something from last season, and 
walk out as groundsman for 1998 season, 
yep seen me coming, first at the grounds 
each Saturday and last to leave, standing on 
a drum to put those old orange nets up, plus 
those broken junior goals that were chained 
to a tree, and wet, how wet can Dunoon 
get, ask Mark Wheeler, he knows, and I bet 
Mark would say bloody wet ! What a season.

To run a soccer club it takes heaps of 
committed people, firstly players, then 
coaches, managers for all teams, and then 
the ones that administer the game, presi-
dent, secretary, treasurer, canteen super-
visor, groundsman, and all the extras 
for those jobs that come up on a weekly 
basis, so you need about 9-12 people in-
volved in the background for each season.

So we will firstly talk about these back-
ground people of Dunoon soccer, but who 
is  writing this, to the newcomers to this 
district, it’s Darryl Winkler, the older locals 
already know, someone that was involved 
for 9 years, president for 6 or 7 years, coach 
for some great kids and the bloke with his 
name on that pole near the canteen (I’ll 
get to that embarrassing moment later). 
People like Les Amor, Leigha Watts, Allen 
Cameron, Joy Muller, Gary and Karen Hen-
ville, Steve Barrett, Kathy Pirlo, Steve Watt, 
Luke Larcher, Carol Shippard, Caroline 
Greene, Annie Armstrong, John Craig, Garry 
Bilston, Jenny Mathews, Andy Bain, Narelle 
Ceipoil plus heaps more, but not forgetting 
our trusted treasurer for 10 plus years Trevor 
Black - you see Trevor always found the 
money needed, when asked can we afford 
this or that, we got a quick yes or no or I’ll 
find it. You can always trust this farmer 
with money, Trevor always could see what 
was coming up, which bills were urgent. 

Trevor had to juggle money as over the 
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  DUNOON SOCCER CLUB continued
years we had some major expenses, like the 
replacement of soccer nets, at $600 for each 
ground (much cheaper now),100’s of balls, 
ground fees to the council of $1800 per year 
plus the junior goals which were stuffed. 
When that  young fella nearly got run over 
heading to the old canteen in the tennis 
club, the committee decided to buy a market 
gazebo to put on the grounds, but in doing 
so, no hot food, no pies, just tea or coffee and 
cold drinks from an esky, until Mark Wheeler 
got the bright idea of a BBQ, and Dunoon 
was the first club to have a sausage sizzle.

As a committee we had a lot of pressure 
on ourselves to improve things like the 
canteen, and we had some funding from the 
rural sports ground fund to extend the old 
toilets in front of the sports club, even had 
plans drawn. I wasn’t keen, until one Sat-
urday, Mark said while helping to set-up, 
what do you think, I’m not keen up there 
with the hill and the club, and to my sur-
prise, Mark said what about up there, (the 
present site).  I can take you to the very spot 
where he said it, we were walking towards 
the carpark, halfway along the cricket pitch, 
and from that day as a committee we worked 
on plan B, which involved a building com-
mittee, separate from soccer, but for the 
community, for Little A’s, the schools, for 
cricket and soccer. People like John Craig, 
Gary Henville, Graham Drew, Mike Berry, 
and more including myself. The trick was 
to get money; we were all in - soccer, the 
sports club, cricket and little A’s, now the 
local and state government. But a “fail” with 
the government, so try next year, and that’s 
what Mike Berry (the money man) did. By 
himself, Mike, got the money out of govern-
ment, both local and state, plus Clubs NSW 
jumped in with funding, a modest $56000 
to build the new canteen and amenities.

And build it we did, using volunteer labour, 
17 plus people turned up to help Ross Santin 
pour the concrete, bricks up, 10 people on 
the trusses, the late Barry Griffin and myself 
passed every sheet of roofing up to Craigie 
and Shelley (hot day), then the lining, and 
local lads finished the kitchen and store-
room. Help, there’s a big bank out the front, 
and thanks to Ross Santin’s experience as 
a concreter, you see what we have today. 

But in late October 2007 the building was 
hit by that tornado, driving back from the 
Fraser coast. My phone rang - don’t come 
to Balzer Park, not tonight. So the next 
morning, nice and early,  went to the park. 

“Well”, Karen Henville and Chris Gul-
liver standing in the carpark, Karen spots 
me, Chris looks around sheepishly and all I 
could say “We built it once, and we’ll build 
it again”. But I was gutted - that building 
was special to soccer, it just made running 
the club easier and the fig tree, our emblem, 
she watched all our games, was special to 
Balzer Park and the Dunoon community.

Dunoon soccer wasn’t what you see 
today, a strong club with senior men’s and 
women’s, and separate junior girls teams. 
We in the early days had mixed teams of 
boys and girls as per age and one senior 
team. We had to rebuild the club and with  
just 84 junior players one year, those kids 
played like champions. From that season 
no fireworks at committee meetings, we 
had some money in bank, and we changed 
as a club for the better, we played not 
to win, but to enjoy and play fairly with 
respect (we should never forget that year). 
From there Dunoon grew, more players 
and parents understanding the big picture - 
when Dunoon walks onto any soccer field, 
both sides will get a fair game, equal time 
for all players, and not to win at any cost.
             
We were always fund-raising for gear and to 
keep players fees low, raffles and the Friday 
nights meat trays at the sports club, bit dif-
ferent then as the sporting group selling the 
tickets kept all the money in a 4 week stint, 
minus cost of trays. So it was decided soccer  
would do 2 meat and 2 seafood trays. Well 
the first seafood tray went off, no not rotten, 
$350 plus for a $40 tray; people were throw-
ing $10 and $20 for tickets, pushing to get 
that ticket. The second tray was a cracker 
too, Ronnie Pirlo and Craigie did it, ah ah 
beat you - $380 for that one, so Dunoon 
soccer became the seafood tray people. 

The Sports club has always been supportive 
of soccer and when our soccer club was ap-
proaching 10 years of soccer in Dunoon it 
was the committee’s decision to upgrade 
our worn out shirts, we had $2400, but the 
cost was double that.What to do, - buy half 
now, half later - I’ll write a letter to Sports 
club asking for the other half ($2400). Got 
a phone call one Tuesday night; Andy Bain: 
“Darryl got your letter, the sports club di-

rectors have rejected your letter, but we 
would like to buy all the new shirts to the 
value of $5000 as a gift for what soccer 
has done for this community, soccer can 
keep your $2400.” Well you could have 
knocked me over, and so our club ran out 
onto the paddock with new shirts that year. 
We did celebrate 10 years of soccer, had a 
night at the club, presented sports club with 
2 framed shirts, first ten years and the next 
ten years, and on that night we inducted 
our first life member, Mike Berry, president 
of the first committee of Dunoon and Dis-
trict Soccer. It was the right thing, all that 
hard work to start a club, and the nod of 
thanks from Mike’s wife was enough. But 
we had a secret - life membership going to 
Trevor Black, our longest serving commit-
tee member, he and his family had no idea. 
I’m proud that I have nominated 3 of the 
4 life members to the then committees, as 
they are all committed and worked hard for 
the betterment of soccer in Dunoon district.

So why is my name on that lightpole (or is it 
gone)? Well approximately 12 months after 
the canteen building was finished, the build-
ing committee, with Andy Bain and Geoff 
Perrin on-board, kicked off to get funding 
for a lighting project, 4 pole, 20 lights and 
at a cost of about $120 grand, strike while 
the iron is hot, and strike Mike and Gary 
Henville did. Same sporting groups in with 
money, Gary walking into council cham-
bers seeking funds, Mike up to his old tricks 
and yep, it’s a go-a. Survey done, but one of 
poles, dead-set in the front of the canteen (at 
the stairs), well I saw RED. Andy copped 
it, was going to happen, never, why there 
and some lively swear words, what about 
here Andy suggests, better than there, you’ll 
never ever move a 1.8 meter footing, so the 
pole was replanned to present place. What I 
didn’t know until we started playing soccer 
and the lights up, that from inside the canteen 
you couldn’t see the goals, “who scored that 
goal” or “did they save it”, who put that pole 
there, well I did, hence the name (sorry), if 
we only knew how good Dunoon’s lights 
are we could have put that bloody pole 
behind the canteen. And how good are these 
Dunoon lights! Well at the time, the light-
ing at Balzer Park were second best between 
Grafton and Tweed - only Oakes Oval better. 
Second best, what a whoo for   Dunoon.  
   
Next issue I’ll talk about those coaches 
and players and some of the battles 
Dunoon has had - until then be safe.

Balzer Park
A special thanks to the Balzer family for 
supporting and providing this community 
with a sports ground that we all are proud of!

Darryl Winkler
Past President and Coach
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dUNOON COMMUNITY 
GArdENs GrOUP

The rain has been a welcome 
sight at the gardens, we 
have had a watering roster 

going for a few weeks that really 
helped the gardens tremendously. 

Before we start the garden happenings 
please do not forget that if you require 
any vegetables, the gardens might have 
what you require, things like parsley, 
beans or chives along with what ever is 
in season. It's all free, if you like you can 
leave a donation with Bernie at the club.

Better still if you would like to be part 
of the gardens, maybe  adopting  a 
bed, a bit of weeding or watering you 
would be most welcome. What we 
really need at the moment is someone 
with some horticultural  knowledge to 
answer such questions like why the zuc-
chini are not  fruiting, what we should 
be planting, soil maintenance etc.

The garden continues well, Lazy 
Housewife beans are good produc-
ers, if you get a chance take a look at 
the giant Sunflowers, that are huge!

We have had good luck with carrots, rad-
ishes (a controversial salad vegetable for 
some) spinach (now finished) an invasion 
of cherry tomatoes. In a few months we 
will have lots of rhubarb. There is some 
corn coming on and the chili bushes 
are laden with "fruit" still green at the 
moment but still very edible (be careful). 

Last  month the Dunoon Pre-School 
planted pumpkins they had grown in pots, 
they have been planted along the bank so 
here’s hoping for a good crop. If we/they 
are lucky there are some giant pump-
kins that should be a good talking point.

wHIAN wHIAN ANd 
dUNOON qUILT GrOUP

The Quilt Group meets every 
month on the fourth Sunday 
for an afternoon of Quilting 

and friendship. The Group is made 
of Ladies with a diverse set of skills 
from Beginner to the very experi-
enced. This makes for very interesting 
meetings and great ‘show and tells’. 

Over the past year the Group has shared 
their vast experiences and access to re-
sources in the Northern Rivers. The 
highlight of the year, a trip to the Bris-
bane Convention Centre for the ‘Bris-

bane Craft Exhibition’ with a bus group 
that included Quilters from Kyogle and 
Casino as well as Lismore. A great way to 
meet new people with the same passions.

The Whian Whian and Dunoon 
Quilt Group would welcome new 
members of any level of skill to help 
enhance the diversity of the group. 
Contact either Faith Newham on 
66895178 or Sue Carl on 0408190697.
Sue Carl

MEN’s sHEd
G’day Mates...

Our shed’s been going for about two years 
now - with an ongoing problem regard-
ing space.   Ya can’t swing a cat in there 
and well, it’s a bit intimate is all I can say.

We spend a lot of time grumbling about 
what we can do to fix the problem 
when we should be doing other things 
- like right now we are making this 
marimba music thing.   We’re copying 
one of the local school’s marimbas for 
some people to take to Cambodia and 
teach ‘em how to make music with it.

Now, if we’d had the space we could 
have finished it in a couple o’ weeks - 
but with all the dodging around and 
tripping over each other - we’ll be 
lucky to get it done by Xmas - though 
big Rod has got a bee in his bonnet 
and is working 24/7 a week on getting 
it finished. His wife’s real happy as she 
doesn’t see him - and the rest of us are 
pretty chuffed as he’s too tired to stir us.

Our meetings are currently held in the 
shed by the tennis courts on Wednesdays 
- starting at 9.30am and with a break 
for lunch - we finish about 1.30 - 2pm.

Girls, give hubby $5 and send him off to 
the shed - you’ll be surprised and happy 

with how it 
all works...

See You - 
Dave

Marimba in 
the making

   LOCAL GROUPS EVENTS AND NEWS
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CrAFT GrOUP
At the end of August the craft group 
held a morning tea & display of 
various crafts at the Dunoon Hall. 

Hat making, China dolls, Quilting, 
Banners, Painting, Clothing, Knitting, 
Laces of various types, to name a few. 
The showing was advertised around by 
the means of flyers and was well attend-

ed by 30 people, 11 of whom showed an 
interest in coming along to the regular 
Wednesday group get togethers at 10 am. 

Thanks to the regular mention of the 
need for more members in the Gazette 
& the efforts of the organiser Barbie, the 
group will continue after it’s 25th year.
Ron Thornhill

dUNOON FILM sOCIETY
There have been two great events with 
the Dunoon Film Society since the 
last Gazette. The first was the fund-
raiser for breast cancer, with the movie 
Chocolat and  an amazing three course 
dinner organised by Kristy Bloomfield.  
The next one was the movie Drift. The 

Men’s Shed were raising money  for 
Men’s Health and had an array of raffle 
and silent auction items - almost every-
one went home with a prize or a purchase.

The highlight of the meal for me was 
one of Faith’s wonderful cakes. It was 
a Belinda Jeffery recipe from the Mix 
and Bake cookbook (Buttery almond 
and coconut cake) and is even gluten 
free. Belinda Jeffery is a local to the 
region - we have some talented people 
here. Out of respect for her copyright 
I can’t reproduce the recipe, but you 
can find it on Belinda’s website where 
it is called flourless almond, coconut 
and vanilla cake. Here is the direct link 

www.belindajeffery.com.au/
recipe3_flourless_cake.html

   DUNOON RURAL FIRE SERVICE NEWS

Although the Blue Mountains/
Hunter Valley fires understand-
ably got most of the media at-

tention there has also been a lot of bush-
fire activity across the whole of the state 
over the last couple of months. Dunoon 
brigade has been busy with crews at-
tending two separate fires in the Grafton 
area and a fire in the Mount Marsh area, 
west of Whiporie. We had the use of 
Tullera brigade’s Category 7 tanker for 
these fires, as the terrain was considered 
too rugged for our Category 1 tanker. A 
couple of The Channon brigade members 
joined our crew to assist. Crews from the 
Northern Rivers Zone also conducted a 
large back-burning operation to contain a 
fire burning in the Bundgalung National 
Park south west 
of Evans Head. 

Two sepa-
rate crews 
from Dunoon 
went down to 
relieve local 
crews during 
the massive 
Blue Moun-
tains campaign. 

The first crew 
took our tanker down as part of a 
task force from the Northern Rivers 
and to their surprise saw a brand 
new tanker with a Dunoon badge 
on it driving around the fireground. 

It was our new truck, which we had been 
waiting to get delivery of for several 
months. Apparently it was sitting in a 
holding yard ready to be transported 
up to the Northern Rivers when the 
fires broke out. Resources were needed 
quickly so it was commandeered and put 
to work with a Queensland crew at the 
helm. Mike Berry, who was crew leader, 
was successful in convincing the hierar-
chy to allow him to drive it back at the 
completion of their 5-day deployment. 

Dunoon’s New Cat 1 Village Tanker
Once back at Dunoon station brigade 
members had to strip all of the equip-
ment off our old truck and relocate 
it on the new truck. A simple task you 
might think, but no, the configura-
tion of the new truck is quite differ-
ent from its predecessor so it took a 
while to work out where things fit the 
best. I’m sure that we will be shuffling 
things around for a while until we get 
it right. Most of the equipment is now 
on the opposite side of the truck to 
what we are used to so I am sure there 
will be a little confusion for a while.  

The new truck has more room inside and 
is easier to climb in and out of. It has 

better com-
munication 
and navigation 
systems and 
a greatly im-
proved spray 
system to keep 
the vehicle 
and crew safe 
if caught in 
a running fire situation. It is classified 
as a Category 1 Village tanker and al-
though it is a useful resource for bush 
firefighting it carries breathing apparatus 
for our trained crew to use when attend-
ing house, shed or motor vehicle fires.

Our old truck will not be going too far. 
After a major service and some upgrad-
ing to bring it up to the current service 
standards it will be housed at Tullera 
station to service the Tullera/Modanville 
residential area as well being a back-up 
appliance for Dunoon, The Channon and 
Rosebank should there be a house fire.

Fire Permits will not be issued from 
23/12/13 to 2/1/14. Enjoy the Christ-
mas/New Year break, take care if trav-
elling and be aware of the Fire Danger 
Rating if camping out in the bush. 

We look forward to being of service 
to you again throughout 2014.
Dial 000 in an emergency. 
Ross McDougall
Dunoon Brigade

In photo - Mike Berry, Nick 
Adams & John Hutchinson 

(The Channon),Norman 
Eatock, Colleen Oates

   LOCAL GROUPS EVENTS AND NEWS continued
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  DUNOON CHRONICLES WITH DENIS MATTHEWS
CrOwN rEsErVEs IN 
dUNOON

In our last issue I mentioned a letter 
sent to Local Member for Lismore 
Mr. Thomas George MP who is 

also Deputy Speaker. Thomas for-
warded my letter to the Deputy Premier 
and I am pleased to report that we 
have just received a response through 
the good offices of our local member. 
I look forward to the immediate ap-
pointment of additional trustees to the 
Hall Reserve and in early December 
we expect a visit from the manage-
ment of the Lands Office in Grafton. 

In addition I have to report that Ngul-
ingah Land Council has begun pro-
viding a regular work party to care 
for the land already transferred. 

Remember that the block at the corner of 
Fraser Road and Dunoon Road was set 
aside as a Mechanics institute many years 
ago when such things were the rage. How 
long ago did the word ‘mechanic’ mean 
any working man? I wonder why Dunoon 
was to get a Mechanics Institute and not 
a School of Arts. But it never happened. 
Who knows what went on unrecorded? 
For all I know someone was running a 
night school somewhere in the village. 

Dunoon was virtually a day’s journey 
from Lismore and had an extraordi-
nary number of institutions. When the 
hall burnt down, the local sports club 
offered the use of its premises in the 
old ES&A bank building. (The adjacent 
Bank of NSW burnt down in 1913). 
Some of our residents used play tennis 
and bocce at the back of the garage 
and behind the present post office. 

We had four churches, a cheese factory, 
and two tennis courts. Even I remember 
the signs of the tennis court at the corner 
of Munro Road, and the school has an 
aerial photo taken some time between 
1963 when the second hall burnt down 
and 1968 when the foundation stone was 
laid for the third hall. The first hall was 
deliberately demolished to make way 
for the hall designed by leading archi-
tect F.J.Board. He had several commis-
sions in Dunoon. He designed the second 
Methodist Church (sometimes called 
Wesleyan and later the Uniting). He de-
signed the alterations to Friedmann’s 
original Post Office Store. And they 
are just some of his jobs I know about

The hall was built on land leased from 
Richard Bourke and eventually sold by 
him when he had completed the condi-
tional purchase of his selection. How 
come the land owned by the hall com-
mittee became Crown Land again? Ian 
Murray has unearthed the records in the 
RRHS Museum. One of the last trustees 
was Michael Donoghue Junior. I was 
fascinated by his letter. If it really was 
for the best then he would reluctantly 
agree that the land should be given back 

to the Crown. It was not as though the 
Government of the day was going to 
rebuild the hall. They would give about 
25 percent of the cost. The people of 
Dunoon would raise the rest. Ask Nev 
Watts about the dinners the Dunoon 
ladies used provide at the Lismore Show. 
That was a major fund-raising effort. 

And does the present generation value 
the hall provided through their efforts? I 
am afraid there are some who have very 
little respect for this community asset.
Denis Matthews

MOdANVILLE rOAd sIGN
It was great to see that some of the 
present generation do appreciate it when  
community assets are built or maintained. 

This photo was snapped by Ian Murray a 
few months ago   - we are not sure who put 
the sign there, but it certainly was a heart-
warming sight on the drive into Lismore.

dIsCOVEr THE FUN OF BEING A GIrL GUIdE!
Clunes Girl Guide Units have vacancies for girls aged 7-9 and 
9-15.  Both Units meet on Tuesdays.  Join girls from Clunes, 

Dunoon, Dorroughby, Rosebank and Bexhill for fun activities, 
camping, life skills, canoeing, teamwork and leadership skills. 

Women aged 18 and over are also invited to discover 
the rewards of  being a Guide Leader.  

For more information call Helen 6689 5294

Doc Dorahy

Tractor & Machinery Centre
30 Tweed St North Lismore 6622 2842

MacMaster Nut Harvesters
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HOPs HOPs HOPs

Those magnificent plants that 
turn a bland alcoholic beverage 
into beautiful beer. Hop plants 

(hummus lupulus) are believed to have 
originated in China, although the first 
commercial use of them seems to have 
been in Germany around 1000 years 
ago. This magic plant is the source of 
all flavour and bitterness in our favour-
ite amber nectar, and without it beer 
would taste dull and cloying. In Aus-
tralia we have grown hops since the 
early days of settlement, in fact ex-con-
vict James Squire amassed much of his 
fortune and power due to his production 
and tight regulation of the hop industry. 

The most famous Aussie hop is Pride 
of Ringwood, a variety found in 
almost every beer made on our shores.

In brewing, dried hop flowers are added 
to the kettle at certain times. Adding 
early in the boil will impart bitter-
ness, while later additions produce 
flavour and aroma. Unfortunately most 
Australians have been raised on very 
bland tasting beers (medium bitter-
ness, almost no hop aroma or flavour), 
but thankfully this is changing! The 
advent of microbreweries has opened 
up the palette of beer drinkers, and now 
we have a huge range of hoppy beers 
to choose from...our local Stone and 

Wood Pacific ale being a great example. 
There is certainly a place for a very cold 
beer that is ‘mild on taste so you can slam 
it down fast’; we call these lawnmower 
beers because that’s what you need after 
mowing the lawn on hot summer’s day! 
However, when you want to appreciate 
the flavour of your drink, then a more as-
sertively hopped beer is the way to go. 

Next time you are at your favourite 
bottle shop, see if they have exam-
ples of American Pale Ale (APA) or 
(for the more adventurous) India Pale 
Ale (or IPA). It’s really worth a try.
Skol! 

sUMMEr BrEwING

We have many keen home 
brewers in our area, so 
in this edition I thought 

I would devote a bit of space to 
one of the most important ele-
ments in brewing, fermentation.
 
Fermentation is the process by which 
yeast (usually Saccharomyces cerevi-
siae), convert the sugary water into alco-
holic beer. Yeast are interesting critters, 
they come in a huge range of varieties 
and are essential in making beer. What 
many brewers don’t realise, is that while 
yeast are robust organisms, they perform 
to their potential only when treated prop-

erly. For example, most home brew kits 
suggest that you can ferment up to 27 
degrees. This is just wrong! Any yeast 
you get with a home brew kit will still 
ferment beer at these temps, but you 
will damage the final product. At above 
20 degrees the yeast will impart off 
flavours, (esters and fusel alcohols); 
result….your beer will taste ordinary. 

I used to brew in my QLD shed in summer 
where the temperature must have been in 
the 40’s. I still drank and enjoyed my beer 
but I soon found out how much better 
it could be with proper fermentation. 

So what can you do to keep the temps 
down? Have no fear, there is a simple 
solution. The bin method!  Simply 3/4 
fill a large clean bin with water, freeze 
some soft drink bottles full of water, 
and then add your fermenter and the 
frozen bottles. Change them when-
ever the temperature rises above 18 
degrees (replacing the thawed ones 
every night before bed, and adding 
fresh ones in the morning works well).
 
That’s all from the world of beer 
for this week. If you have any ques-
tions about beer or brewing, please 
feel free to write in to the Gazette 
and we will try to help you out.
Happy brewing!
Maltycultural

  BREWING WITH MATT BROWN (BEER BREWER AND JUDGE)

dUdGEON & BErrY
INsUrANCE 

CONsULTANTs

Phone: 6621 3000
Fax: 6621 7773

Conveniently located at
Shop 5/76 Woodlark Street,

 Lismore
(at the carpark end of the walkway next 

to the ANZ bank)
Ask us about all your 

insurance needs including:
• Business & Rural Packages 

• Liability • Home • Motor • CTP  
 Marine• Term Life • Disability 

• Trauma 
• Professional Indemnity

 • Superannuation
 • Workers Compensation

Bistro Open 7 days
Lunch 12pm -2pm

Dinner 6pm -9pm Mon - Sat
5.30pm - 8pm Sun

$10 lunch specials available
$10 Sunday Roasts

We cater for functions
Call us now to book

Member’s Happy Hour! 
Mon - Fri 3.30pm - 5.30pm

Wednesdays Free Trivia 7pm
Thursdays Kareoke with Mary Anne 9pm

Saturdays Live Bands 9.30pm

Saturdays: The One Nightclub opens 

Facebook:http://facebook.com/marygilhooleys
Website: http://www.marygilhooleys.com.au

Ph: (02) 6622 2924
Fx: (02) 6621 8040
email: info@marygs.com.au

Bistro Open 7 
days 

Lunch 11:30am-
2:30pm every day
Dinner 6pm-9pm 

every day
$10 lunch specials 
available Mon-Sat

Happy Hour Mon-Fri 4-6pm
FreeTrivia Wednesdays from 7:30pm 

Live music every Sat night from 9:30pm
Thurs-Steak Night & Karaoke Lounge

Nightclub open every Saturday from 9:30pm

https://www.facebook.com/marygslismore
www.marygs.com.au
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50TH ANNIVErsArY OF 
TOYOTA IN PAPUA NEw 
GUINEA.

On 1st September this year 
Penny and I received an invi-
tation from the Toyota Tsusho 

South Pacific Head Office in Brisbane 
to attend the 50th Anniversary of Toyota 
in Papua New Guinea to be held in Port 
Morseby on Monday 23rd Septem-
ber, (2013), and I was to be the guest 
speaker at a Gala function on that night.

It certainly came as a big surprise 
for us both and we accepted the in-
vitation immediately. Toyota Tsusho 
would pay ALL our expenses.

Back in November 2012 I had made up 
a 300 photograph photo album from all 
my own photos and slides plus several 
DVD’s I had made up from my movie 
films of Burns Philp/Ela Motors branches 
throughout PNG and many scenes of the 
various places we lived in. I first arrived 
in PNG on Friday 8th April 1960 to work 
for Burns Philp automotive division.

In amongst all my slides and photos 
were scenes of the old garage where 
Toyota first started in Port Moresby 
on Friday 9th February, 1963.

When I personally delivered all these 
items to Toyota Tsusho’s office in 
Milton, Brisbane, in late November 
2012 the staff, (including the Japa-
nese staff from Toyota Japan), were 
amazed at all the material I was giving 
them on Toyota’s history in PNG, 
plus I had typed up a ten-page history 
of it all from its very first day. They 
never knew such material existed!

As February 9th 2013 would have 
been the exact 50th year there were 
no “celebrations” as such on that 
date and it was all held over until 
September 21st to 23rd instead.

Going back to that time on February 
9th 1963 there were just four of us in-
volved with establishing Toyota, these 
being the General Manager of Burns 
Philp (New Guinea) Ltd, the Manag-

ing Director of the Port Moresby Freez-
ing Co. Ltd., a subsidiary company 
of Burns Philp who operated the then 
Moresby Garage, the Service Manager 
of the garage and myself. I was trans-
ferred out of Burns Philp into the 
Moresby garage to become the brand 
new Toyota parts manager as well as 
being a vehicle salesman too. I was 
the youngest (at 25 years of age) while 
the other three managers were 15 to 25 
years my senior. By 2006 all of the other 
three had since “passed away” and I am 
the only one left from that original four.

There had been a Toyota sub-agent 
in Port Moresby since late 1961 run 
by Thiess Australia, and they were 
importing Toyota Landcruisers di-
rectly from Toyota Japan for their op-
erations on Bougainville Island for the 
giant copper mine, but Toyota were 
not happy at all with this arrangement 
because Thiess were also supposed to 
be selling Toyota’s to the general public 
– but they weren’t, so Toyota Japan ap-
proached Burns Philp twice in 1962 to 
take on the Toyota agency but BP’s re-
jected the idea and on Toyota’s third 
attempt on 1st February 1963 Burns 
Philp agreed to try out Toyota as an 
agency. BP’s already held a very large 
vehicle franchise of mainly UK pro-
duced vehicles and farm machinery.

It was my job on that Friday morning 
9th February 1963 to go out to 
Thiess’s service station in the suburb 
of Boroko to pick up the two Toyota 
vehicles they had and just six items 
of spare parts, and bring them into the 
Moresby Garage – and that was to be 
the very beginning of what has turned 
out to be the most successful automo-
tive dealer in all of PNG and the other 
Pacific Islands Nations. The two vehi-
cles we took over from Thiess were a 
Toyota Stout utility and a Toyota Tiara 
sedan – the forerunner to the Corolla.

It was hard to sell any Japanese vehi-
cles in New Guinea up until the 1960’s 
because a majority of the expatriate 
workforce throughout PNG had fought 
against the Japanese in the New Guinea 
campaigns during WW2 and it was 
thought that anything made in Japan was 
of an inferior product – but Toyota Japan 
knew of this and designed and made ve-
hicles of a very high quality with a su-
perior back-up of parts and servicing.

It wasn’t until April 4th 1963 that I sold 
the very first Toyota for Burns Philp in 
PNG and that was the Tiara sedan. The 
Stout was sold by me two weeks later.

The then General Manager of Burns 
Philp made it quite clear to Toyota that a 
total of ten Toyota’s had to be sold by De-
cember 31st (1963) or the deal was off.

In the intervening months of 1963 
some small shipments of Toyota ve-
hicles arrived into Port Moresby from 
Japan, and by 4pm on the 31st Decem-
ber 1963 we had sold only nine Toyo-
ta’s. The General Manager had phoned 
me up to say he had all the dealership 
documents with Toyota sitting on his 
desk ready to cancel the agreement. I 
remembered a construction company 
in Port Moresby who were looking to 
buy a Land Rover 4x4 but BP’s had no 
stocks left of them, so I hopped into a 
new Toyota Landcruiser diesel 4x4, took 
it straight to the General Manager of 
the construction company, told him all 
about it, to give it a “road test” straight 
away over some very rough ground, 
and he came back very impressed 
with it. He then bought it on the spot, 
fully paid for by a company checque. 

I phoned up the GM of Burns Philp 
straight away to tell him “I have just 
sold your tenth Toyota” (and with just 
ten minutes to spare), The GM of Burns 
Philp was rather stunned at the news 
but he kept his word and said that in 
the following year (1964) a minimum 
of twenty Toyota’s must be sold that 
year. We trebled the sales in 1964. 

In the beginning, Burns Philp Toyota 
operated out of an old run-down garage 
located in downtown Port Moresby. 

  MEMORIES WITH CHARLES BETTERIDGE
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By mid-1964 a complete new outlet 
was built in the suburb of Badili with 
a bigger garage and parts depart-
ment and Burns Philp had by 1965 set 
up a Toyota agency in all their main 
branches throughout PNG and by 1967 
this had expanded to 16 branches. On 
July 1st 1969 Burns Philp split the 
automotive division away from its 
merchandising section and formed a 
new automotive company called Ela 
Motors which still exists to this day. 

Demands for new Toyota vehicles and 
parts supply grew more and more each 
year and more so when the big mining 
operations came on stream together with 
the many coffee, tea, and oil palm plan-
tations. At the very beginning in 1963 
we were flat out trying to sell just one 
Toyota a month, today, they are selling 
nationwide at least twenty to thirty new 
Toyota’s each day, seven days a week.

I have been involved in all of this from 
its very first day back in February 1963. 
Throughout my thirty years straight in 
PNG (1960 to 1990) I have witnessed 
many changes, not only in the automo-
tive division but also of PNG itself. I was 
there in 1962 when the first Legislative 
Assembly of PNG was formed. I was 
on Bougainville Island in 1973 when 
Self Government was claimed and I was 
in Wewak when full Independence was 
declared on 16th September, 1975. Our 
daughter Ursula was born in Wewak just 
14 days later on the 4th October 1975.

I “went finish” from PNG on April 8th 
1990, exactly 30 years from the day I 
arrived. I was to return to PNG eleven 
different times between 1993 and 2003 
on a consultancy basis for Ela Motors.

My own very close connections with 
Toyota started in November 1937. I 
was born on Tuesday 2nd November 
1937. The Toyota Motor Company 
of Japan was born the very next 
day on Wednesday 3rd November, 
1937. Little did I realise that I would 
join my “Toyota family” 26 years 
later in 1963 in Papua New Guinea!

Between 21st and 23rd September this 
year (2013), Ela Motors and Toyota held 

a combined Expo and 50th Anniver-
sary celebration in Port Moresby. I was 
the Guest Speaker at a Gala dinner on 
Monday night 23rd September because 
of my long historical links with PNG 
and Toyota – and I happily agreed. 

Some of the highlights in my speech 
covered my very first day of arrival in 
PNG on April 8th 1960, how Toyota 
started with Burns Philp in Febru-
ary 1963 in a run-down garage and 
how I sold the tenth Toyota and saved 
Toyota in 1963, and how in June 1965 
I travelled over to Tokyo to do ad-
vanced Judo training in the world head-
quarters of Judo, the Kodokan. I was 
already a member of the Port Moresby 
Judo Club since 1961 when it was first 
formed. I was the very first person ever 
from PNG to train in the Kodokan.

I took a few days off from train-
ing to visit Toyota’s Headquar-
ters in Nagoya and again I was the 
very first person ever from PNG to 
visit Toyota in Japan. I was to visit 
Toyota again in 1975, 1980, and 1982.

I told of my very first car I ever owned 
which was a small Toyota 800, two-
seater sports car and how it was our 
wedding car when we got married in 
Port Moresby on November 4th 1967.

I mentioned working and visiting every 
branch in PNG, surviving large earth-
quakes, volcanic eruptions, being shot 
at in Mount Hagen in 1980, tribal fights, 
severe floods and major landslides, trav-
elling along the mighty Sepik River in 
a canoe, and driving over some very 
precarious and dangerous dirt tracks 
in the Highlands of PNG, conducting 
road tests on brand new model Toyota 
Coaster buses and Landcruisers up in 
the Highlands and most importantly 
the great friendship my family and I 
had with the local Papua New Guinean 
people in the various places who worked 
for me during those thirty years and 
of the many beautiful Birds of Para-
dise I saw in my travels around PNG.

There were 140 guests at this Gala 
dinner and these included the Ambas-
sadors of the Embassies of Austral-

ia, United Kingdom, New Zealand, 
Japan, Korea, China and the USA and 
the Minister for Transport in the PNG 
Government. They were all very im-
pressed with my speech and of my long 
history in PNG and with Toyota. After, 
I was asked many questions about 
my time in PNG and especially of my 
views of how PNG is going along in 
the present day – which I answered 
as I saw it now compared to the past.

This was one very special event for 
Penny and for me, for a 50th Anniver-
sary comes up only once in a lifetime.

It was ten years ago (2003), since I last 
saw Port Moresby itself and 23 years 
for Penny when we  decided to return 
to Australia to live here in Modanville 
in 1990. Port Moresby has changed 
a lot with many high-rise apartment 
blocks but the internal problems of 
PNG have changed very little, and if 
anything they have gone further back-
wards, especially to do with health and 
education and corruption in high places. 

It was also great to meet up with a 
number of PNG staff again who worked 
for me in the 1980’s when we were in 
Port Moresby. What a pleasant surprise 
it was to see them again after so long. 
Toyota Tsusho presented me with two 
DVD’s they had made up which included 
many of my original photos plus scenes 
from my movie films and showing 
the growth and changes that have oc-
curred up to the present day. These 
were shown during the Gala Dinner.

I will always have wonderful memories 
of all those many years I had in PNG.

Charles Betteridge

  MEMORIES WITH CHARLES BETTERIDGE continued
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  MY LIFE AND OTHER MISADVENTURES WITH  CAZ GREENE
TIMEs THEY ArE A 
CHANGIN’ 

The old Bob Dylan song the above 
title comes from was about politi-
cal and social change – and cer-

tainly there has been a lot of that during 
our life times. My reason for using it to 
headline this particular reflection of my 
usual incomprehensible written ram-
blings is that I feel I have been pro-
pelled on fast forward into a time of 
life I am not sure I am ready for yet.

Aside from the obvious physical changes 
that seem to attack you from every direc-
tion as you head through your forties (I 
am sure those of you in later decades have 
even more tales of joy to share), once  
your children grow into young adults the 
constant round of school, work, home etc 
changes in ways too numerous to name.

I remember when the kids were small, 
each day and year never passed as 
swiftly as it does now. It never oc-
curred to us to consider where our chil-
dren would be when we wanted to or-
ganise a family holiday or work out 
the weeks grocery list. We booked our 
camp sites for five people, shopped for 
five, made enough noise for ten, and 
spent what seemed to be the equiva-
lent of an obscure island nations GDP. 

When I started full time work years ago 
of course our schedules had to change 
a lot, and multi-tasking became my 
catch cry even more than it did when 
I was juggling playgroup, preschool, 
primary school commitments as well 
as volunteer work in those areas and 
TAFE. But to be honest I never really 
worried about what the kids wanted to 
do or were available  to do. They were 
our kids and we knew what they liked 
to do, where their skills seemed to lie 
and what things had to be done by 
when to make the family run smoothly.

Right up until this year. This year when 
Ben (now 19) headed to the Gold Coast 
to start Uni, and Sarah (3rd year at 
Southern Cross Uni) decided to move 
into town just before her 21st, and Ethan 
(13) started at Richmond River High 
School, everything went a little crazy. 

I know, you all know crazy, you live 
with it yourselves when you raise kids, 
and if you have been suffering through 
my ravings for the last 14 years in the 
Gazette you have heard plenty of crazy. 
In fact you have probably been lucky 
because originally this column started in 
the Orange Central Western Daily paper 
down south back in 1996 as a weekly 
item, imagine having to put up with me 
weekly! Of course my poor family have 
it harder, being the fodder for my writing 
of our foolishness, failures and frailties.

So, back to crazy – I think it took me 
several months, as I have mentioned in 
a previous rave, to learn to cut down 
our groceries since the “big kids” had 
left home. I considered sending care 
packages of my excess, but figured 
the mince and sausages would go off 
in the mail and it wasn’t fair to subject 
them to my over buying of corn flour 
and custard powder just because I 
didn’t have them at home to call from 
Woolies to check the pantry for me.

I had to remember that Ethan had es-
sentially become an only child who 
though appears to be eminently trust-
worthy while home alone, could be over-
whelmed by his teenage male instincts 
to follow in his older brothers footsteps 
and take things apart, use sparklers to 
create a black hole (not just in the carpet 
in his room, but enough firepower to 
create an actual cosmic black hole if 
left unsupervised longer than half an 
hour) and oh yeah, surf porn of course. 
But hey, nothing surprises me anymore, 
having survived the first two teenag-
ers perhaps I am being complacent and 
Ethan will take us to new heights of 
deviousness and mayhem – aside from 
wagging school which I think he may 
have got out of his system in year 5. 

Since many of my friends are just about 
to discover the joys and confusion and 
having your eldest kids move out it was 
a subject much discussed on our annual 
girls shopping weekend to the Gold 
Coast. The girls-only get away has ex-
panded quite a lot over the years, start-
ing out at a time when Lismore only had 
the local shops and Kmart, well before 
the Square expanded to what it is now. 

We wanted to be able to compare prices 
and shop without our children hanging 
off us asking for everything they saw.  

We got to sit down and eat when we felt 
like it, and eat what we wanted without 
chicken nuggets and juice poppers 
being part of the equation. We wanted 
to get our shopping done quickly and 
economically so we could get on with 
hitting the dance floor at a Gold Coast 
night spot and letting our hair down with 
friends.  We spent our time comparing 
bargains and complaining about how 
many shoe and clothing sizes the kids 
were going through and spent endless 
hours in the toy sections of depart-
ment stores and of course Toys R Us. 

This year I think the only toys were of the 
gaming variety and Barbies, Bionicles, 
Lego and Hot Wheels has been super-
seded on everyone’s lists by gift cards, 
clothing, stationery and home wares for 
those eldest children heading out into the 
big bad world. And as for the dancing? 
Too tired! I never thought I would say 
that, being able to let loose and have a 
boogie has always been one of the things 
I look forward to most when going out 
with the girls but not this time. Felt 
knackered and so very old. We sat around 
talking about Uni plans and accommoda-
tion and what part time jobs/young love/
travel plans our kids all had instead.

I enjoyed my time away with the girls 
as always though, time to laugh and step 
away from the usual round of work and 
home – but the highlight as my friends 
all know is when I was woken at 4.30am 
by a text from Ben, asking if  I was up 
yet as he was already out on his bike to 
catch the sun rise over the Gold Coast 
- only 20 minutes north of the unit we 
were in at the centre of Broadbeach Mall. 

Thanks to our combined efforts via 
iPhone maps we met up on the board 
walk and chatted as the sun rose and 
had breakfast together, something my 
starving student son probably was 
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keener on than putting up with his 
Mum’s questions about everything in 
his life. It is amazing what kids will 
put up with for a free feed and a hug!

The next big change for us was plan-
ning a holiday to visit my family down 
in central NSW, both Sarah and Ben 
insisted on wanting to come with me 
next time I went to visit my mother in 
Canowindra (below Orange) since they 
had not been there since my father’s 
funeral three years ago. Forgive me 
if you have heard this before – I don’t 
know if I mentioned our plans in the last 
Gazette. Trying to co-ordinate holidays 
for each of us was tougher than usual 
and I had to wait till they had com-
pleted their Uni semesters for the year 
before taking them away.It also meant 
taking Ethan out of class and abandon-
ing the book shop just as it is swing-
ing into the crazy Christmas season.

We were all packed up and ready to 
leave the next day when Ben called to 
say that just as he was finishing packing 
his car he had a call about a job in-
terview (he has not been able to find 
part time work since starting uni) and 
they needed him to come in for it on 
the Monday morning which meant he 
couldn’t come on the road trip with us. 
I teased him that perhaps there was no 
job interview and that he just wanted 
an excuse not to be trapped with us for 
what was essentially a 2000km car trip 
taken over seven days. Without air con-
ditioning. But no, he had apparently 
looked forward to our usual family bick-
ering and lollies and  essentially being a 
child again under our care and feeding.
 

We all missed him like mad, particularly 
Sarah and Ethan who had not seen him in 
months, but the trip had to go on regard-
less as my sisters in Scone and Dubbo 
(two nights in each of these places on 

both ends of trip) had taken time off 
work to spend time with us so our sched-
ule couldn’t change. He asked us to send 
lots of photos to his phone of Nan and 
Canowindra, a place he loved to spend 
time with his Pop woodworking and 
welding in the back shed, even though 
Pop was no longer with us to do that with, 
he just wanted to be there like all of us. 

It wasn’t an easy trip, between the 
mileage and the emotion of being with 
my widowed Mum and cleaning out 
some of my father’s things, but I am so 
glad we took the time out of our chaotic 
lives to do it, and we tried to make Ben 
feel as included as we could. I even sent 
him a bundle of the crap lollies he would 
have gotten to eat in the car! I loved 
getting to see two of my sisters and their 
families, and even my older brother who 
was passing through Dubbo on busi-
ness. The only one I didn’t get to catch 
up with was my eldest sister in Sydney. 

We stopped briefly in Parkes, the town 
I spent most of my schooling years in, 
Paul knew I would want to stop in and 
treat the kids to a milk shake in my old 
haunt, The Paragon Café, one of the real 
original country milk bars. Parkes has 
changed a lot over the years with the 
advent of big chain fast food places and 
shops and the re-opening of the Gold 
Mines, but in all our trips the Paragon 
had always been there with its vinyl 
booths, laminated tables and stained 
glass over the bi-fold doors at the front. 
This time I stood outside looking at it in 
shock with it’s closed doors and news-
paper covered windows. It didn’t seem 
possible that it could be closed after 
being in operation since the early 1920s. 

I am hoping that it is just a temporary 

thing, that as a piece of Parkes history 
it is being refitted and preserved in its 
function not overhauled completely 
into yet another discount chain store. 

Times they are a changin’ but there are 
parts of our history we want to hang 
onto a little longer to remember the good 
times before the responsibilities of life 
weighed us down as adults. I think this 
is why so many of us are still prepared to 
struggle through the stress of Christmas 
so that we can try and re-capture some 
of the most wonderful memories of our 
youth, and to share special moments 
with our children and families when the 
rest of the year just flies by. I hope Ben 
can make it home, I know he wants to but 
if a job comes up, well, what can he do? 

I hope you all have a wonderful Christ-
mas, don’t let money worries and stress 
get to you too much and just let it be 
about spending time with friends and 
family without too much fuss, and if 
alone spoil yourself a little and I hope 
you can remember good times that still 
make you smile now. I know I intend 
to try and slow down a little, having 
been forced into more time off than 
I intended after coming down with 
Whooping Cough on my trip away. As 
everyone always tells me – just breathe. 
Caz Greene
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Mini Excavator Bobcat
Tipper

Rubbish Removal
Yard Maintenance

Mowing Large & Small
Handyman Work

Darren Bassey
0409 255 504

(02) 6628 2147

  MY LIFE - TIMES THEY ARE A CHANGIN’ continued
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VILLAGE HALLS
DUNOON HALL

Tullera Hall 6628 2060

Corndale Hall David Hunter
6628 4364

Dorroughby Hall 6689 5013
Whian Whian Hall 6689 5839

The Channon Hall General Store
6688 6240

CHURCH SERVICES
DUNOON ANGLICAN

Holy Communion Every Sunday 10.00 am
Guild meets first Sunday of every month after 

Church (approx 11:30 am)

CHRISTADELPHIAN ECCLESIA
Sunday School 9.30am 

Memorial Meeting 11am each Sunday
Bible Address on occasions 6689 5229

DUNOON CATHOLIC CHURCH
1st & 3rd Sundays 9.30am

GOOLMANGAR CATHOLIC CHURCH
2nd & 4th Sundays 9.30am

SPORTS
Channon/Dunoon Pony Club
Fiona Wilders 6628 2690

Channon Tennis Club 6688 6165

Dunoon Sports Club
Enquiries & Cricket 6689 5444

Dunoon Social Golf
Chris Gulliver

6689 5147
0428 428 165

Dunoon Soccer
Andy Bain
Rob Gatt

6689 5898
0427942184
0428884222

DunoonTennis
Graeme Drew, Marilyn Kent
OR Call Sports Club

0428746735
6689 5444

Tullera Tennis Club
Pauline Leeson 6628 2224

BUS TIME TABLES

DEPARTS Whian Whian 7.55am

Dunoon School 8.06am

ARRIVES Greaves 8.09am

Lismore PO 8.45am

DEPARTS Spinks Park 3.20pm

Trinity School. 3.30pm

Richmond RivSch 3.34pm

ARRIVES Dunoon 4.02pm

Whian Whian 4.15pm

WHIAN WHIAN - LISMORE
School Days Only

School Bus Service
6628 4101

DUNOON BUS SERVICE
6624 8734/0412 248 503

Bus For Hire
Service is ‘Hail & Ride’ along the route

DURING SCHOOL TERM:
Depart Dorroughby Hall 7:50am        

Dunoon Store 8:00

Modanville Store 8:10

Tullera Hall 8:16

Minschull Cres. 8:21

R.R High school 8:25

Woodlark St 8:30

Lismore Square 8:32

Trinity interchange 8:35 Bay 10

Depart Lismore Bus Terminus 3:30pm

Lismore Library 3:33

Trinity interchange 3:37 Bay 10

DURING SCHOOL HOLIDAYS:

Depart Dorroughby 8:30am

Dunoon 8:40

Modanville 8:45

Tullera 8:52

Minschull 8:56

Woodlark 9:00

Lismore Bus Terminus 9:07

Depart Lismore Bus Terminus 3:30pm

Lismore Library 3.33

COMMUNITY MARKETS
TUESDAY Lismore Organic Market

Every Tuesday 7:30-11 am  
Lismore Showgrounds

EVERY SATURDAY Lismore Farmer’s Market
8am Lismore Showgrounds

1ST SATURDAY Lismore Makers Market

10am-2pm Cnr Keen and Magellan

1ST SUNDAY Lismore Car Boot

8am-2pm Lismore Square Carpark

Byron Bay Market

2ND SUNDAY The Channon Craft Markets

http://thechannonmarket.org.au/

3RD SATURDAY Mullumbimby Market

http://www.mullummarkets.com.au/

3RD SUNDAY Lismore Car Boot

4TH SUNDAY

Bangalow Market

9am-3pm

http://www.bangalowmarket.com.au/

Nimbin Markets

4th and 5th Sunday 8am-4pm

Market coordinator 0458 506 000

FIRE PERMIT OFFICERS
DUNOON
Barry Watts 6689 5359

Aline Feebrey 6689 5438

Ross McDougall 0409 425 551

TULLERA
John Hildebrand 0408 282 224

Peter Major 0409 652 490

THE CHANNON
John Hutchison 6688 6480

Tony Roden 6689 1562

Neale Hayter 6688 6171

J.J. Bruce 6688 6453

Russell Johnston 6688 6185

ROSEBANK
De Condos 6688 1163

Dave Hughes 6688 2023

Eric Kinchin 6688 2217

Northern Rivers Wildlife Carers 6628 1866

WIRES Animal Rescue 24hr Hotline
6628 1898

OTHER USEFUL NUMBERS
Dunoon Lodge
Gordon Starkey 6689 5166

Northern Rivers
Animal Shelter
Robyn

6681 1860

Wednesday 10 am
Community Group

Ron 
6689 5018

Wednesday 6:00-
7:30 pm
Wu-Chi Kung Fu

Adam Wijeye-
koon 
0414 329 027

Thursday 5:30 pm
Exercise Class
Mon and Wed 9 am
Lifestyle Management

Mark Roberts 
0419 831 424

6 weekly 6:30 pm
Film Night

Mark Roberts 
0419 831 424

Thursday 7:30 pm
Euchre

Charles 
6628 2064

Sunday 9:30 am
Sunday School 
Sunday 11 am
Church Service

Christadelphi-
ans
Ray Patch
6689 5229

Community members welcome. For 
all bookings please contact:
Dunoon Post Office 6689 5101

MOBILE LIBRARY

Tuesday Week 2
Michael Riddle 
Enquiries: 
Phone 6625 5100

January 14 & 31
February 11 & 25
March 11 & 25
April 8 & 22
May 6 & 20
June 3 & 17

Clunes 9-10am School

Dunoon 11:15am-12:15pm School

Modanville 2:00-3:30pm School

WILDLIFE CARERS
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SCHOOLS
PRESCHOOLS
PLAYGROUPS

Dunoon Public School 6689 5208

Modanville Public School 6628 2234

Corndale Public School 6628 4305

The Channon Public School 6688 6236

Whian Whian Public School 6689 5240

Dunoon Pre School 6689 5396

The Channon Children’s Centre 6688 6330

Dunoon After School/
Vacation Care

6689 5930

Tullera/Modanville Playgroup 6689 5381

Accommodation The Shed Bed and Breakfast 6689 5994
Accountant TNR Thomas, Noble and Russell 6621 8544
Advertising Dunoon Gazette 6689 5954
Bottle Shop Dunoon Store 6689 5225

Mary G’s 6622 2924
Builder Multi Span Kit Buildings 6687 9954

Lic no:196173c

Bus Service Dunoon 6624 8734
Whian Whian 6628 4101

Cabin Kits Galore Adam Hill 0420 909 194  
07 3888 6601

Carpenter John Ferronato 0429 895 130 
A/H 6689 9437

Celebrant Gina Murray 6689 5104
Doctor Dunoon General Practice 6689 5811
Earthmoving Tom Thumb - Jeremy 0458 895 414
Electrical Services Warren Lewis 6689 5034

Afterglow Electrical 0432 331 633
Fencing Contractor/Firewood Andrew Shepherd 0431 095 583
General Store Dunoon 6689 5225
Healing Therapies Jannese Parkes 6628 2963
Insurance Dudgeon & Berry 6621 3000
Laundry Service Clean & Green Laundry 6622 1359
Massage, Facials, Beauty Erin 0431 451 328
Mechanic/Petrol Dunoon Automotive 6689 5137

Mortgage Broker Sue James 6689 5780
0408 605 537

Mowing/Garden Care John’s Yard Yakka 0408 282 224
Plumber Nik Hyde 6689 5174
Refrigeration Russell’s 6621 3992
Restaurant Mayfields, Dunoon Sports Club 6689 5469

Mary G’s 6622 2924
Sports Club Dunoon 6689 5444
Guttermesh 6629 1212
Tipper/Handyman Darren Bassey 6628 2147
Towing Service Bruno Zambelli 6628 2230
Takeaway Modanville Takeaway 6628 2005
Tractor Repairs Doc Dorahy 6622 2842
Tyres Pirlos 6621 3561
Waste Disposal-Septic tank Summerland Environmental 6687 2880
Wired4 - Home theatre and TV Iain Thompson 0421 871 144

LOCAL PHONE DIRECTORY

DISCLAIMER
The opinions expressed in this newspaper and on its website are 
those of the individual contributors and are not necessarily those 
of the Gazette editor or staff. Contributors are asked to ensure 
they have copyright permission for materials submitted. Con-
tributions are reproduced in good faith and the Editor or staff 
cannot be held liable for any inadvertant breach of copyright.
Copyright Dunoon and District Gazette If you wish to repro-
duce an article, please request permission by e-mail.
Please be aware that if you are attending public functions, your 
photograph maybe taken and submitted to the Gazette for pub-
lication in print and on the website. If you do not wish for your 
photo, or photos of members of your family to be published, 
pleas get in touch, with complete confidentiality, with the Editor 
via e-mail or phone - details on Pg 2.

TIME ON 
YOUR HANDS?

Want to try something different? 
Meet new people?

Further your skills or learn new ones?
Why not volunteer?

Help Yourself by Volunteering
 Keep your skills up to date (or learn new 
ones!)  Give back to your community, meet 
new people, be appreciated, make new 
friends, have fun! Volunteering Northern 
Rivers is your one-stop shop for finding the 
volunteering job that best suits you. 

Call Jeannette on 6621 7397 
to find out more

The LIFELINE SHOP
@ Casino St South Lismore

Open 9.30am-4.15pm 
MON-FRI  

9am-Noon SAT
THOUSANDS of BOOKS @ 

GREAT prices! HEAPS of RECY-
CLED CLOTHING @ bargain prices! 

dUNOON INdOOr BOwLs 
CLUB Mondays 7.30pm 

at Dunoon Hall

Enjoy a sociable evening.

 No experience necessary 

All at the low cost of  $2!

Please call  Ron

 6689 5018
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rUrAL FENCING 
CONTrACTOr

NEw! - sPLIT FIrEwOOd
             DELIVERY AVAILABLE 
             FOR FIREWOOD

Free quotes on new 
fences and repairs
Fully insured

4 WHEEL DRIVE  TRACTOR & 
TIPPER ; 
HYDRAULIC POST DRIVER 
AND POST HOLE BORER

CALL ANDREW 
6688 6364, MOB: 0431 095 583

COFFEE & CAKE
$5.50

HOT PIE & 
COKE    
$5.50

88 JAMES STREET, DUNOON TEL: 6689 5225
OPEN 7 DAYS

MON - SAT 7AM - 7PM  
SUNDAYS AND PUBLIC HOLIDAYS 8AM - 6PM

 NEw! sANdwICHEs AVAILABLE BY PrE-OrdEr $4.50 EACH OrdEr BY 10:30AM

FRESH MEATS FROM
HUTLEY BROS. 

LOCAL BUTCHERS

GLUTEN FREE PRODUCTS

ORGANIC HEALTH FOODS

TOFU PRODUCTS

BOTTLE SHOP 

TOP VARIETIES OF 
WINES AND BEERSBREAD, MILK & DAIRY

DUNOON GENERAL STORE
YOUR LOCAL STORE FOR FAMILY FRIENDLY SERVICE

Septic Tank 
Pumping

and specialists in all 
liquid waste collection 

and processing

Call for more information 
or a quote

SUBSCRIBE TO THE GAZETTE  E-MAIL LIST 
at  www.dunoongazette.com


