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Easter Saturday and I am STILL 
working on the Gazette! Some-
times it seems to take forever 

to get it finished. However, I love the 
new computer and am finding the larger 
screen so much easier to work on.

It has been very heartening to see how 
the community has pulled together 
over the recent challenging times 
with the floods, and I am amazed at 
how effectively the CBD has been 
cleaned up and how quickly many 
businesses have started trading again. 

We have a few people who have taken 
up our offer of a free directory listing 
for flood-affected businesses, and hope 
to have more – spread the word. Please 
support Little Delhi, Henry’s Bakery, 
and Bolt Barn all of whom have taken 
up our offer. Of course we have exist-
ing advertisers who were also flood-af-
fected and could use your help – Clean 
and Green Laundry, Northern Rivers 
Pottery Supplies, Mary G’s to name a 
few. Our new advertisers include Des 
with Backhoe Hire (this page); Michael 
with Dugright Excavations; Ken with 
Rainbow Power and Martin who is an 
accredited Rainbow Power installer 
(see pg 18). And of course thank you 
to our loyal advertisers – we need your 
support more than ever, and I hope our 
community continues to support you.

We have some new contributors 
to this edition too – enjoy their ar-
ticles on pages 6, 9, 20 and 21.

Until next time... 
Bronwen Campbell 
Editor 

   A FEW WORDS FROM THE EDITOR... 

Phone: 0421 686 600

Personalised Pet Minding 
and Garden Maintenance

 Fully Insured

Registered

Police Checked

Personalised & Tailored one-on-one packages

Owner operated – ensuring the very best 
service for your beloved pet and home 

Daily text to know how your pet/s are going 

Complimentary meet and 
greet and fantastic local 

specials and rates
Contact Simone 

enquiries@furandfoliage.com.au

MARCUS REWINDS & ELECTRICS / AUTO-ELECTRICIAN
MOBILE SERVICE Marcus Godfrey 0408 215 696

Auto - Electrician
Car & Bike Re-Wire
Stator & Coil Rewinding
Starters & Alternators
Vintage/Veteran Cars & Bikes

Auto Electrics
Older Model 
Specialist

Tractors
Macadamia Harvesters
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Mini Excavator Bobcat
Tipper

Rubbish Removal
Yard Maintenance

Mowing Large & Small
Handyman Work

Darren Bassey
0409 255 504

(02) 6628 2147
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The school year has begun in full 
flight and the students at Modan-
ville Public School have settled 

beautifully into their new classes. We 
have welcomed a new cohort of Kin-
dergarten students who have coped 
extremely well with the transition to 
big school and are all making won-
derful progress with their learning. 
The Kindergarten class at our school 
is a lovely big classroom, set up with 
many exciting learning and play op-
portunities. It has been rewarding to 
watch the new students develop confi-
dence in the playground and strength-
en their relationships with each other. 

This year our Kindergarten teacher, 
Miss Erin Azzopardi, is participating in 
her second year of L3 training. L3 is a 
language and literacy program designed 
to target reading and writing in the class-
room. The results from last year’s stu-
dents were very impressive and it will 
be interesting to see how these students 

progress in their second year of the 
program. This year Miss Geraldine Kerr, 
the class 1/2/3 teacher, began L3 train-
ing for stage 1. It is exciting to continue 
this program with students who partici-
pated as Kindergarten students last year. 
Both teachers are enjoying the profes-
sional learning involved in the program. 

This term saw the completion of a large 
sandpit in the main playground. This 
additional play space will provide a 
much-needed option for students on 
days when supervision is limited to 
one playground. Thanks to the parents 
involved in the construction of this 
sandpit and to the P+C for funding 
the project. We have also created a 
new table tennis area in our under-
cover area. This is a great option for 
our students particularly on wet days, 
which have been numerous this term!

Our beautiful vegetable garden con-
tinues to provide abundance and is 
managed by Miss Erin Azzopardi and her 
team of budding gardeners. We regular-
ly enjoy fresh produce from the garden. 

A new Student Representative Council 
(SRC) has been elected for the year. 
Congratulations to our SRC who were 
presented with their badges at the 
recent class 3/4 assembly. The SRC 
meet fortnightly under the guidance of 
Miss Lauren Currie where they discuss 
issues related to students in our school. 
It is an excellent opportunity for stu-
dents to learn basic principles of rep-
resentation as well as discussion and 
leadership skills. The SRC regularly 
organise fundraising activities for both 
charities and the school. Their first 
initiative for the year was Crazy Hair 
Day. This is now an annual event at 
our school and raises money for the 
Cancer Council. Much fun was had 
by students and teachers on the day. 

This year Mr Cameron Blanch has 
started a computer coding group as 
an extension activity for some of our 
senior students. Excitingly, three girls 

  MODANVILLE PUBLIC SCHOOL NEWS WITH GERALDINE KERR
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from the 5/6 classroom recently at-
tended a coding day. It is wonder-
ful to see these opportunities for 
extension using technology being ac-
cessed by our students. Thanks to Mr 
Blanch for facilitating this process. 

As we head in to term 2 we are all taking 
a deep breath! Term 2 is traditionally one 
of the busier terms with many sporting 
and academic fixtures on the calendar. 

We are always open to new enrol-
ments at Modanville and welcome 
your interest in our school. 

The office can be contacted on 66282234. 

Geraldine Kerr

     MODANVILLE PUBLIC SCHOOL NEWS continued

   DUNOON PUBLIC SCHOOL NEWS WITH CASSANDRA

We have had a great term 
one full of exciting and 
fun activities. This year 

we have a whopping 90 students 
spread out across four great classes. 
We’ve done some pretty fun things 
and here are some highlights…

Swimming Carnival
Early this term we had our swimming 
carnival. Dunoon won the overall points 
shield for the second year in a row! Eve-
rybody had a lot of fun going in lots of 
races. Well done to Billy, Philippa, Zeke 
and Jesse, who all won age Champion, 
and Iris who got age runner up. Darcy, 
Iris, Zeke, Philippa, Cassandra, Jesse, 
Billy and Jack competed at the zone 
championships in Lismore and Jesse 
and Zeke did very well and moved on 
to compete at the regional champion-
ships! Good job to all who participated.

Buddys
This year I’m in year 6 and one of the 
responsibilities of a year 6 is to have a 
buddy. There are 17 kinders this year 
making a great kindergarten class. We 
have had a lot of fun this term with 
our little buddies, teaching them every-
thing there is to know about Dunoon! 

We play games and read with them, 
and help them out when they need it.

Female Football Week
As part of National Female Football 
week NBN news came to the school 
to film a story about female partici-
pation at Dunoon United Football 
Club. A group of girls from years 4, 5 
and 6 all took some time out of class 
to be filmed playing football. The 
story was shown on NBN news that 
evening but unfortunately none of 
the girls could watch it live because 
they were all at football training!

Healthy Harold
This term we had our good old friend 
Healthy Harold come for a visit! Harold 
and Mandy taught our classes a lot of 
really interesting and sometimes shock-
ing facts about our health and how to be 
healthier. Seeing as I am in year 6 this 
year, I am very sad because that was the 
last time I will get to see healthy Harold.

Scotland connection
Some of you may know that there is a 
Dunoon in Scotland. This year the K/1/2 
are communicating with the Dunoon 
school in Scotland. So far they have sent 

us a letter describing life in Scotland 
and have sent us a toy Scottish terrier we 
named Clyde. Margie (a yr 1/2 parent) 
lovingly made a platypus to send to Scot-
land with a letter about life in Australia.

Cyclone Debbie
On Thursday 30th March I was five 
minutes from arriving at school when 
Mrs Slocombe texted us to say that 
school was cancelled. Dad had to come 
home, as the road at the showground 
was filling up fast with water! Mum and 
my sister had to get to Ballina to fly to 
Sydney. We got them to Ballina and dad 
and I got home just before our road was 
blocked. This is the first time the school 
has been closed since I’ve been there, and 
the first time my road has been blocked. 
I’m sure everybody has a story to tell 
about Cyclone Debbie and the Floods.

Channon Market
We were supposed to be charity of the 
day for the April Channon market but 
it was cancelled, thanks to Debbie. 
However, it has been rescheduled to 
May 14. Hope to see you all there!

By Cassandra YR6 and her sister 
(Gabriella)
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Football season is back and 
Dunoon United Football Club 
has had a very good start to 

the year. The Social Sixes competi-
tion  held over summer gave many 
of us a headstart for the winter season 
with both fitness and touch on the ball.

The Social Sixes were also the setting for 
a fundraiser for one of our local families. 
Everyone had to dress up to play, and/or 
donate. The event was a great success 
both from an enjoyment perspective 
and in raising much-appreciated funds. 

For Female Football Week in March, 
NBN News  interviewed some of our 
members, and published a very positive 
news story about female football and the 
success that DUFC has achieved with 
participation rates. At 42% female par-
ticipation, DUFC runs at nearly twice 
the national female participation rate 
of 22%. The video in the news piece 
portrayed the club spirit very well. You 
can view some of the images from the 

video here and 
the full video at 
the following 
link: http://www.
nbnnews.com.
au/2017/03/09/
dunoon-kicking-
goals-for-female-
football-week/.

The pre-season 
competitions 
Anzac Cup and 
Callan McMil-
lan Shield have 
also been fun, and 
a good opportunity for the teams to 
get to know the new players, some of 
whom have never played soccer before.

The Sports Club Restaurant is opening 
for all weekend senior team soccer games 
held at our home ground, so come down, 
enjoy a meal and support our teams!

Here’s to a good, fair, injury-free and fun 
season. Let’s make all our visiting teams 
and spectators welcome and show them 
what a great club we are here at Dunoon!

Bronwen Campbell 

WRITE YOUR LIFE

Write Your Life group is up 
and running. We have a 
full group now and have 

settled into what seems to be a pro-
ductive and inclusive routine, target-
ted at capturing our own memories and 
stories in a supportive environment.

The format is as follows:

One person is the timekeeper (and 
provides a small plate of morning 
tea). Another  person comes up 
with a subject for our writing task.

Each person comes with a pre-prepared 
story. They have 15 minutes to share 
their story and ask for feedback or ideas. 

This is followed by a five minute 
writing task with a subject given on 
the spot. We write as much as we can 
and then share these stories as well.

This fills the two hours very quickly, 
and you can see that we need to put a 
limit on numbers and generally eight is 
about the maximum. If we have more 
interest, we will start a separate group.

One of our writing tasks prompted 
a brief discussion about the Haiku 
form of writing verse, and how the 
concept can be extended to a simple 
focus on brevity and capturing the 
essence of the story. Here is the 
outcome of one of those efforts, kindly 
shared by a member of our group.  

SAVING
When I was 15 I thought 

I’d save my parents

When I was 20 I thought 
I’d save the forests

When I was in my 
thirties I thought I would 

save us women

When I was 10 years older I 
thought I’d save humanity

When I hit middle age I 
thought I’d save Australia

Now, right now, 
I think I’ll just save myself!

   LOCAL ARTS AND EVENTS – WRITE YOUR LIFE GROUP

 DUNOON UNITED FOOTBALL CLUB – www.dunoonunitedfc.org.au

Rob Gatt – DUFC President DUFC Junior Girls Players Bronwen – Senior Women’s 5ths Team

Social Sixes Fundraiser – Playing kit: skirt, dress or suit!
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The Bush 
Fire Danger 
period is 

now over and Fire 
Permits are no 
longer required. 
Fire Permits 
will be required 
again from 1st September, unless 
weather conditions dictate otherwise.

I would like to thank all the community 
members in our area for their diligence 
during the prolonged hot, dry period the 
region experienced during the summer 
months. Dunoon brigade only had to 
respond to one small fire and a couple 
of non-threatening incidents prior 
to Christmas, when the weather was 
milder. As you will be aware, the rest of 
the state did not fare so well, with cata-
strophic fire conditions declared in many 
areas in February. Here is a damage as-
sessment of some of the major fires.

•  Sir Ivan Fire (Dunedoo) – 35 
homes, 1 church, 1 community hall 
and 131 outbuildings destroyed; 11 
homes and 42 outbuildings damaged.

•  Pappinbarra Fire (Port Macquarie) 
– 6 homes and 11 outbuildings de-
stroyed; 3 homes damaged.

•  Spring Hill Road Fire (Kempsey) 
– 2 homes and 7 outbuildings de-
stroyed.

•  Binalong Road Fire (Narrabri) – 1 
home and 2 outbuildings destroyed.

•  White Cedars Road Fire (N/W of 
Mudgee) – 1 home and 2 Outbuildings 
destroyed.

•  Carawoola Fire (Queanbeyan) 
– 11 homes and 45 outbuildings de-
stroyed; 12 homes and 40 outbuildings 
damaged.

In addition to this much farm machin-
ery, one mobile phone tower, approxi-
mately 6000 km of fencing and over 
300 power poles have been destroyed. 
The Department of Primary Industries 
has advised of extensive stock losses.

RFS members from across the Northern 
Rivers were deployed to assist in extin-
guishing the large Sir Ivan fire that dev-
astated the Dunedoo region. This fire 
burnt out 55,245 ha. It had a perimeter of 
211 km. A task force of five tankers and 
a command vehicle, including Dunoon’s 
Cat 1 tanker travelled down and spent 
six days on the fire ground. The main 
purpose of the task force was to give 
the local brigades a well-earned rest so 
that members could spend some time 
with their families. The crews were ac-
commodated at Coonabarabran, where 
an Incident Control Centre was set up 
next to the town hall. This is where all 
the crews were fed, briefed and tasked 
for each shift. A separate Air Command 
Centre was also set up to communicate 
with all the aircraft working on the fire. 
The DC10 Air Tanker and Hercules Air 
Tanker, capable of dropping large quan-
tities of fire retardant in one drop proved 
very effective and were essential in pro-
tecting property and containing the fire. 
They were supported by helicopters and 
other small water bombing fixed wing 
aircraft that operated for many days in 
the aftermath of the initial fire front.

Four Dunoon Brigade members gained 
valuable experience working in a differ-
ent landscape with different vegetation 
to the Northern Rivers. As the contain-
ment operation had already been going 
on for several days the main task was to 
patrol different sections of the large fire-
ground to extinguish any burning logs 
or trees to ensure that there was nothing 
that could re-ignite and start another fire 

should another unfavourable weather 
system move through the area. When 
returning from the fireground one af-
ternoon the Northern Rivers task force  
responded to a new fire which quickly 
burnt out 452 ha of open grazing/crop-
ping land. It was difficult to contain 
under trying conditions, especially when 
it got into an area of scrub and ignited a 
large windrow of logs. The large water 
bombers were again called in to contain 
the spread of the fire. It took crews three 
days to fully extinguish this fire with the 
support of heavy machinery and heli-
copters dropping water from suspended 
buckets. The crew returned home with 
high praise for how the large operation 
was organised and for the friendly ca-
tering crew who consistently provided 
excellent food during their deployment.

A Medal Presentation will be held 
at the Northern Rivers Zone Fire 
Control Centre on Tuesday 11th 
April. Dunoon Brigade member Mike 
Berry will be presented with a 40 year 
service medal while Ross McDou-
gall will receive a medal for 20 years’ 
service with the RFS at Dunoon.

It is not too early to prepare for the 
cold winter months.  Don’t be caught 
out when the first cold snap hits. Check 
that your chimney/flue and all of your 
heating appliances are in good working 
order. Also check that your smoke 
alarms have new batteries. Tip – write 

the date on the batter-
ies when you change 
them. The end of 
daylight saving is a 
good time to change 
them each year.

In an Emergency - 
Dial 000

Ross McDougall

 RURAL FIRE SERVICE NEWS WITH ROSS McDOUGALL
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  LISMORE AND DUNOON AND DISTRICT FLOODS

We have been inundated 
(excuse the pun) with 
images and news about 

the recent floods, where Lismore and 
many other areas were very hard hit.

I’ve been away and haven’t been able 
to help out directly with cleaning up 
after the Lismore Floods, but I would 
like to offer to sponsor some extra 
pages for the next issue of the Dunoon 
Gazette. If your business has been af-
fected by the floods, I would like to 
offer a free listing in our directory. I can 
also offer free advertising for all flood-
affected businesses on our website.

If you are interested, please send 
in your business name, address 
of the business, business phone 
number,  the type of business 
you run and your contact details.

If you have a little more informa-
tion available, send in a few words 
or paragraphs about your business, 
how you recovered from the flood 

(perhaps you can include some pic-
tures), and the date your business 
re-opened or expects to re-open.

I will endeavour to get all of this 
on the website, and will select 
some to include in the print edition.

All the very best with getting your busi-
ness back on its feet after the floods. 
I’m sure our community will do its very 
best to shop locally and help support 
you all in these challenging times.  

We are very fortunate in Dunoon itself 
to be up on a ridge and out of signifi-
cant danger in the event of flooding. 

We do get cut off, and of course there is 
always local flash flooding to contend 
with. I was trying to get to the airport 
the day after the main flood event. With 
only trucks getting through, I hitched 
a ride with a kiwi truckie and made it 
to my flight – then a helpful kiwi in 
the queue gave us a tip for Rob to get 
through via Pottsville! Thank you so 

much to the kind kiwis who helped 
us out. Cyclone Debbie followed us 
to New Zealand and at the lovely 
Airbnb accommodation in Taupiri, 
the Waikato river got closer each day! 

The floods out our way went down 
pretty quickly, but of course there is 
all the damage to pasture, fencing 
and of course our roads.  I’ve 
already seen so much great team-
work and people working together 
to fix the damage, collect and donate 
goods, and volunteer their time to 
help those affected by the floods. 

There are a number of volunteer op-
portunities. You can register to help 
with Lismore Helping Hands at www.
lismore.recovers.org  or more locally 
you can join the Dunoon Flood Relief 
Collection Group on Facebook.  Please 
note that furniture and white goods are 
the biggest area of need at the moment 
for donations. Clothes and linen will be 
needed later, but please save these until 
there is room to sort and store them. 

Path to my office – Photo, R Gatt

Corndale Road / Cosy Camp Road intersection – Photo, B Campbell

Esperanza Farm Corndale Road  – Photo, S Henderson
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Dying to Change: An Intro to 
Near Death Experiences

On a trip to the UK late 2015, I 
took the opportunity to visit 
the world-famous Findhorn 

community in northern Scotland. It 
is a spiritual community established 
in 1962  and continues to welcome 
and open the minds of hundreds of 
“pilgrims” annually, with confer-
ences, retreats and development pro-
grams. One such conference: “We Do 
not Die: Expanding Consciousness 
Through Near Death and Other Mysti-
cal Experiences”, attracted my attention.

This was a major international confer-
ence concerning Near Death Experi-
ences (NDE) and the lineup of present-
ers and speakers was truly impressive; a 
stellar group known for their research, 
publications and personal experiences 
of NDE. Unfortunately it was sched-
uled to be held about the time I was 
returning to Australia. Disappoint-
ing; however there was plenty of in-
formation to follow up online later.

So what do we know of this mystical 
experience? “The near death phenom-
enon is experienced by most as a death-
rebirth event; the old self dies while a 
new person is  born.” is how it is de-
scribed by PMH Atwater, a leading ex-
ponent. Atwater has rigorously docu-
mented 7,000 cases of transformational 
consciousness over the past 40 years. 
NDE people are of all ages, races, spirit-
ual beliefs and cultures. They may clini-
cally die or be near death due to all sorts 
of illnesses and accidents. Some leave 

their bodies and float above and observe 
what is happening to them; others go 
to a higher place and meet celestial 
beings or loved ones. Some want to 
stay but are told to go back, which they 
do reluctantly. Some are quite happy 
to return to their earthly existence.

These events are life-changing for the 
experiencers, but are not without con-
sequences. Change has consequences, 
both welcome and unwelcome. Change 
has a flow-on effect and all the more 
noticeable with big change. And when 
people experience profound changes, 
these changes may be unacceptable to 
their families, friends and even com-
munity. For example, hypnotherapists 
are aware of cases where the client 
achieves the changes they desire in 
their lives only to find that they alienate 
significant others.  An example might 
be when a shy woman gains greater 
confidence and independence but in 
doing so alarms her husband who says 
she is no longer “the girl” he married!

The International Association of NDE 
Studies sees that dealing with the con-
sequences of change after NDE is of 
paramount importance. The Association 
addresses this at its annual conferences, 
especially inviting family members of 
the experiencers to attend. The aim is to 
help others to understand the profound 
changes in their loved ones. The ex-
periencers find it hard to put their out-
of-world experiences into words, and 
often what is experienced by them runs 
counter to their own established belief 
systems, so setting up inner conflicts.

While there is no agreed upon NDE 

description, there are generally speak-
ing shared features.  Most but not all 
experiences are positive: ecstasy, awe, 
gratitude, spiritual awakening, greater 
peace and understanding, heightened 
intuitive or psychic abilities, enhanced 
or new, emerging talents. There is a 
heightened intelligence and a great 
need for knowledge. They re-view 
themselves in the larger context and 
put unimportant things into perspec-
tive. They have a strong sense of self 
and are more relaxed and appreciative 
of life. Obviously there are major shifts 
in personality and behaviour. Above 
all 80-90% lose their fear of death. 
(Some get angry at being resuscitated!)

This is a fascinating area and there is 
a long list of books available. The fol-
lowing are very useful; their authors 
were among the presenters at  recent 
Findhorn conferences and are near 
death experiencers themselves.

• Dr Eben Alexander, neurosurgeon: 
Proof of Heaven

• PMH Atwater, international 
authority and researcher: Big Book 
of Near Death Experiences

• Anita Moorjani who overcame 
cancer while in a coma: Dying to be 
Me

You can also visit the Findhorn Foun-
dation site and find out more about 
live streaming of their programs.

Jannese Parkes

Jannese is a writer and workshop pre-
senter with a background in “mind stuff” 
as a hypnotherapist, NLP practitioner, a 
therapeutic storyteller, and counsellor.

   “MIND STUFF” WITH JANNESE PARKES

  FLOODS Continued: Photo below: Jerrod and two of his children at Esperanza Farm, on Corndale Rd
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March 3rd saw the con-
gregation of St Mat-
thew’s join with the con-

gregation of St Dympna’s Church 
(Dunoon) to celebrate the World Day 
of Prayer in St Dympna’s Church.

The World Day of Prayer is a world-
wide movement dating back to the 
19th Century which brings together 
Christian traditions for an annual 
day of worship and prayer. On the 
first Friday in March each year more 
than three million people (includ-
ing our 20 in Dunoon) in over 170 
countries join in a service prepared 
by the WDP Committee of a differ-
ent country to celebrate both our unity 
in Christ and our diversity in culture. 

The Service this year had been pre-
pared by the World Day of Prayer 
Committee of The Philippines. Father 
Bing Monteagudo (a Filipino by herit-
age) gave the address, which was very 
interesting and gave a unique insight 
into everyday conditions in the Phil-
ippines. Considering how close we 
are to The Philippines geographically, 
we are worlds apart in so many ways. 

The money given that evening in 
Collection has been forwarded to 
The World Day of Prayer Commit-
tee. The World Day of Prayer, Aus-

tralia offerings are used to provide 
grants to various women and chil-
dren’s programmes. Each country’s 
committee is responsible for deter-
mining the use of the offering as it 
relates to the theme for each year.

A good supper was enjoyed after the 
service (put on by our Catholic Lady 
friends). A very successful evening 
with good interaction between the 
churches. It’s our turn next year!

Some members of St Matthew’s have 
formed a Lenten study group which 
meets every Thursday evening during 
Lent. The programme is based on 
the movie ‘Casablanca’ and it is very 

thought provoking. It will, hopefully, be 
very valuable to everyone taking part. 
Anyone wishing to join the group may 
do so. It is on every Thursday evening 
at 7pm in the undercroft of the Church

Don’t forget, normal services are every 
Sunday at 10am and Guild meets on 
the first Sunday of the month after 
Church. We shall be holding our Guild 
AGM on Sunday 3rd May at 11am.  

Love to see you at Church sometime!

‘Gina Murray (Anglican Women’s 
Guild of St. Matthew’s, Dunoon)

  ST. MATTHEW’S ANGLICAN CHURCH NEWS WITH ‘GINA MURRAY 

WELCOME BISHOP 
GREGORY
A very pleasant evening was spent at 
St. Carthage’s Cathedral on Wednes-
day 22nd February for the Ordination 
of Bishop Gregory. A huge congrega-
tion was there to witness the marvel-
lous event, many travelling from afar, 
and a great number of Bishops and 
Priest also in attendance. 

When our new Bishop came out to the 
marquee he was greeted with a round of 
applause from his parishioners. 

Thursday morning we were blessed to 
have our new Bishop celebrate Mass at 
8:10am and we hope to continue with 
him on his new journey with many more.

  ST DYMPNAS CATHOLIC  CHURCH NEWS 
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AUSTRALIA’S BIGGEST 
MORNING TEA
Cancer Council fundraiser 
aims to raise $4.9 million in 
NSW to help beat cancer
Gather. Share. Give.

This May, Cancer Council NSW 
is encouraging people across 
Northern NSW to gather their 

friends, family or workmates for a cup of 
tea and a bite to eat whilst raising money 
to support Australia’s Biggest Morning 
Tea, to help those affected by cancer.

Now in its 24th year, Australia’s Biggest 
Morning Tea is one of Cancer Coun-
cil’s leading fundraising events and 
the largest, most successful event of 
its kind in Australia. Funds raised help 
support Cancer Council’s life-saving 
cancer research, prevention, advocacy 
and local support services like Trans-
port to Treatment, Accommodation 
Facilities & Cancer Council Informa-
tion Centres for people facing cancer. 

In Northern NSW alone, it is pre-
dicted that 2,476 people will be di-
agnosed with cancer in a single 
year, with 766 deaths expected.

Australia’s Biggest Morning Tea Co-
ordinator at Cancer Council NSW’s 
Northern NSW Regional office said 
while the official date is Thursday 25th 
May 2017 local people can register to 
host their own Biggest Morning Tea at 
any time from now until the end of June.

“Taking part is easy – simply regis-
ter online as a host, set a date in May 
or June and start sending out your 
invites. An event can be anything 
from a small gathering at home or in 
your workplace to a community bake 
off competition in your local area.”

This year Cancer Council NSW hopes to 
recruit 11,100 morning tea hosts, includ-
ing 1,500 across Northern NSW and raise 
over $4.9 million across the state to help 
everyone affected by cancer in NSW.

Register to host at  
biggestmorningtea.com.au or call 
1300 65 65 85 to receive your free 
morning tea host kit with everything 
you need to plan your event includ-
ing theme ideas, decorating inspiration, 
fundraising tips, recipes and bunting.

Northern NSW locals unable to host 
a morning tea can still get involved by 
finding a public event in their area, do-
nating directly to Cancer Council via 
biggestmorningtea.com.au or buying 
limited edition Australia’s Biggest 
Morning tea merchandise online.

INVITATION THURS 25 MAY

Please join us for a late morning 
tea  at 1 Fraser Road, Dunoon 
(the old church opposite Dorrob-

bee Grass) from 11:30 am on Thursday 
25th May.  The late start time is to ac-
commodate our Write your Life Group 
which meets earlier on the same day.

If you can, please bring a plate to share 
and a donation for the Cancer Council.

I look forward to seeing you there.

Bronwen Campbell

 

   CANCER COUNCIL NEWS AND EVENTS

Guides aged 
7-10 and 10-15 
meet at Clunes 
Coronation Hall  
Tuesdays during 
school term. 

 

Social groups in Dunoon, The Channon, Koonorigan and 
Nimbin, monthly bus trips, home visits, events and 

celebrations, free computer & internet access in Nimbin 

Tel: 6689 1709  

We offer all seniors, people 
with a disability and all carers 

in our local communities  
opportunities to socialise  

and take a break. Phone for 
more information  

Socialise  Relax  Connect  Share   

NEW MEMBERS!
WEDNESDAY 

COMMUNITY GROUP @ 
DUNOON VILLAGE HALL
Wednesday morning at 10am 
for morning tea and craft ac-
tivities
Call Ron 6689 5018

EUCHRE @ 
DUNOON VILLAGE HALL
Thursday evening at 7.30pm 
Call Charles 6628 2064

For all your specialist home 
theatre, phone, data, fibre and 

TV reception needs 

Sales & service of Security 
Alarm & Camera systems

Call Iain Thompson
Phone: 0421 871 144

E-mail: wired4@iinet.net.au

ALL-INCLUSIVE RATE INCLUDES:

• Initial consultation & preparation  • Design & 
production of the book cover and text section  • Free 
scanning & insertion of all photographs/illustrations  
• Normal copy-editing, photo retouching & proofing  
• Standard indexing in non-fiction books  • ISBN & 
National Library Cataloguing-in-Publication Data

• Quality Printing 
• Saddle Stitching, Perfect & Wiro Binding

• Environmentally Friendly Papers 
• Small & Large Print Runs

PRINTERY
Lismore City

201 Union Street Lismore 2480

Tel. 02 6621 5371
Fax. 02 6622 1296

Email. quotes@cityprint.com.au
www.cityprint.com.au

SELF
PUBLISHED 
BOOKS
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MEMBER BADGES
If you are not a member, please join 
– still only  $11 – what a bargain! 

ANZAC DAY
INVISIBLE FRIENDS
Tuesday 25h April 
3:00-7pm
PLUCKERS & POETS
2nd Sunday of each month  
Starting @ 3pm

FREE BINGO
1st & 3rd Wednesday of the 
month  
Starting @ 6:30pm

FREE TRIVIA
2nd & 4th Wednes-
day of the month  
Starting @ 6:30pm 

TRIVIA AFTERNOON
3rd Saturday of each month
Starting @ 3pm

  DUNOON & DISTRICT SPORTS & RECREATIONAL CLUB – www.dunoonclub.org.au

Details are correct at time of printing
 

To confirm details phone
Dunoon Sports Club 

6689 5444 

or visit the website 
www.dunoonclub.org.au 

Information for members and their guests

 Club Opening Hours
Monday  4pm–7pm 
Tuesday  4pm–7pm 
Wednesday   4pm–9pm 
Thursday  4pm–10pm 
Friday  3pm–11pm 
Saturday  1pm–9pm, 
   unless busy 
Sunday  3pm-7pm

See you there!

 The Deck Restaurant
Wednesday to 

Saturday 6pm–8pm
Also Open for: 

Pluckers and Poets every second 
Sunday of  the month and weekend 

Seniors Soccer Games

Weekly Specials; Kids’ Menu; 
Vegan; Vegetarian; Gluten Free

We cater for functions, birthdays, corporate, 
high tea, weddings... any budget

6689 5444 / 6689 5469
Talk to Charlie, Jamie or Margie

 
Easter Friday – closed 

Easter Saturday – 12pm-9pm 
Easter Sunday – 12pm-7pm 

Easter Monday – closed
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  DUNOON & DISTRICT SPORTS & RECREATIONAL CLUB – www.dunoonclub.org.au

2nd Sunday of  Month 3pm

Sing, dance, read, 
play – all welcome

THE DECK RESTAURANT

OPEN
DURING WEEKEND 

SENIOR SOCCER 
TEAM GAMES
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Throughout the many years I lived 
in Papua New Guinea (1960 to 
1990) it was our holidays that 

were the best times. I was working for 
Burns Philp (New Guinea Ltd.) in their 
automotive division and all expatri-
ate staff in all divisions of BP’s had to 
work two years straight before having 
their holidays of two months. This 
went on until 1974 when BP’s changed 
it to yearly contracts for expat staff and 
this tied in with all government de-
partments and private enterprise. All 
local staff had annual leave already.

Burns Philp were also the agents for air-
lines including all international carriers 
into PNG and these included Qantas, 
T.A.A., and Ansett. All expatriate staff 
were given a 10% discount on all over-
seas flights – and this helped a lot.

And so it was that I, my wife and 
daughter were able to travel to exotic 
places including Asia, China, Aus-
tralia (several times), Japan, England 
and Scotland, USA, New Zealand, 
as well as a holiday throughout PNG 
itself. It was the history of these places 
we visited that interested us the most. 
My still and movie cameras worked 
overtime while visiting these places.

I wrote down our travels day by day into 
diaries but mostly into school exercise 
books as they allowed for more space 
– especially when it came to describing 
something that caught our attention the 
most. I wrote up the daily entries at the 
end of each day back at our hotel room 
as I had a good memory for such things.

One of our best holidays was through 
Asia in December 1983 to mid January 

1984 through the Phillipines, Thai-
land, Singapore, Hong Kong and into 
China. Other than Hong Kong we 
had never been to these other places 
before. All of these places certainly 
have a lot of history and it was Thai-
land that interested me the most.

Bangkok is the capital city of Thailand 
and was choked with road traffic of huge 
proportions during our stay there in 
January 1984. If taking a tour out from 
Bangkok it would take up to two hours 
before you got through the city traffic.

On our first full day we took a “City 
and Temple tour” and our first stop was 
at the Wat Traimit temple of the Golden 
Buddha. Here is a solid 18 carat gold 
Buddha around three metres high and 
weighing five and a half tonnes. The 
Buddha itself was made over 800 
years ago and how it came to end up 
in Bangkok is not known. Its content of 
solid gold was discovered only in the 
mid 1950’s quite by accident. A Bud-
dhist priest had the Buddha removed 
from near the river 
bank to a space in his 
temple ground. The 
Buddha was covered 
all over with stucco 
– a thick layer of 
plaster – and painted. 
It was thought then 
that that was all the 
Buddha was made of. 
Anyhow, about eighty 
years ago the priest 
got permission from 
the Thai Government 
to move this Buddha 
from the riverbank to 

his temple ground. He wanted to cover 
the Buddha up with a proper temple 
and he raised thousands and thousands 
of Baht (the Thai currency) to pay for 
the building of the temple to house 
the Buddha. It took the priest over 25 
years to raise sufficient money to build 
a temple, and finally the day arrived 
when they had to move the heavy 
statue from the temple ground to the 
inside of the new temple built for it.

The day selected turned out wet 
and miserable and with huge ropes 
around the neck, body etc., they grad-
ually started moving the Buddha. 
Because of the wet rain the rope 
around the neck of the Buddha 
slipped causing the huge idol to fall 
forward and in so doing it cracked 
the thick stucco around the neck.

When a very concerned priest saw 
the crack he went to see if it could be 
patched up and on looking in the crack 
he saw this dull gold color appearing 
in the crack. When he chipped a bit 

  MEMORIES WITH CHARLES BETTERIDGE

MVRL4739

OL90247

Solid Gold Buddha statue
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 MEMORIES continued
more of the stucco it exposed more of 
the gold so they chipped all the stucco 
away (up to six inches thick in places) 
to expose one solid gold Buddha 
(weighing five and a half tonnes).

Suddenly that temple became very rich 
and revered by the population. Further 
examinations found it was solid gold 
and had no hollow places. My recollec-
tions are slightly different to current ac-
counts, but online research now shows 
that there is uncertainty as to its origins. 
It is thought to have been made 800 
years earlier in northern Thailand and 
then moved into Ayutthaya, the then 
capital of Siam. Possibly during the 17th 
century when Siam was under threat 
from Burma, it is likely to have been 
covered in stucco to disguise its true 
worth in the event of a Burmese invasion. 

Burma invaded Thailand in 1767 
and Ayutthaya fell and was almost 
totally destroyed. However, a General 
named Phya Tak Sin (also known as 
Taksin, Phya Tak or Phraya Taksin) 
escaped with 500 followers and was 
crowned king within a year. Soon, 
he raised a force strong enough to 
drive the invaders out of the country. 

When my wife, daughter and I saw 
this solid gold Buddha it was incred-
ible in more ways than one. The things 
we could not find out were: how was it 
made and what sort of mould was used 
to pour the molten gold as it was being 
made? There is no evidence to know 
how that was done 800 years earlier.

Charles Betteridge.

J & J Ferronato 
Lic No 217725C 

QUALITY WORK 
Renovations Extensions Decks 
Contact John: 0429 895 130 

A/Hours (02) 6689 9437

Electrical 
Contractor
Warren Lewis

Lic no 25239

Domestic - Commercial - Solar
Rewires - Repairs 

General Maintenance
24 hour service

Tel: 6689 5034
Mobile: 0428 539354

Give us a go!!! 
Whian Whian Road,  

Whian Whian

 FILM SOCIETY NEWS AND DATES FOR 2017

Nik Hyde
Plumber & Drainer

New installations/Renovations
Roofing/Guttering

Solar systems/Hot water services
Septic Systems
Free estimates

Commercial & Domestic
 24hr Service

Dunoon 6689 5174
Mob: 0428 753 796

Our first screening for 2017 
was an outdoor experience 
at the Dunoon Sports Club.

*Hunt for the Wilderpeople* is a 
comedy / drama from New Zealand that 
has appeal for all age groups.  Screen-
ing it on the Deck of the Sports Club 
worked very well as a substitute for 
the usual Cinema Under the Stars.

If you are involved with a commu-
nity group that would like to partner 
with the film society to run the 
kitchen as a fundraising event for one 
of these nights, please let us know 
via email. Include a contact phone 

number so we can call to discuss. 

We have set the following 
dates for screenings in 2017;

Saturday, March 25

Saturday, May 27

Saturday, July 29

Saturday, September 23

(and possibly one TBA in November).

Thanks,

Dunoon Film Society crew

Ancient city of Ayutthaya
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PIRLOS TYRE CENTRE
From BIG earthmoving tyres to a small wheelbarrow- we do them all!

ON FARM SERVICE - ESTABLISHED 25 YEARS - LOCALLY OWNED

23
43

96
7a

aH

Still giving good old 

traditional service!

30 Union Street 
South Lismore 

Phone: 6621 3561

We’re agents for: 

Projects / Activities Update

I am quite sure that LCC is to be com-
mended for setting up the system of 
community panels to allow com-

munities to participate in decision-
making that affects them. Our panel 
was not the very first to get started but 
it was among the first to show signs 
of effectiveness. Of course the whole 
scheme is based on the premise that 
communities occur in neighbourhoods. 

We all know that real communities 
share common interests. We had a fan-
tastic demonstration of community 
not so long ago when the quilt makers 
of the district set up their display in 
our hall. The common interest that ce-
mented that community was not prox-
imity of residence but a shared passion. 

I would imagine that there are some 
who are unaware of the tremendous 
steps we are taking. One of our excit-
ing projects is the rejuvenation of our 
local playgrounds through the sale of 
some local council land. When the 
Cedar Drive subdivision was being 
created, the developers were required 
to provide a public space. One allot-
ment was duly dedicated as a park 
which reverted to Crown Land in the 
care of the local Council. The “Park” 
was a liability requiring constant main-
tenance, yet it was not functioning as 
a space where the people of the neigh-
bourhood could relax and mingle. To 
make matters worse the Council could 
not sell the land until the NSW Minis-
ter of Lands had revoked the reserve. I 
think it is fair to say that we owe a lot 
to Ross McDougall who arranged to 

address Council at a formal meeting. 
Not only did he convince the council-
lors that the land should be sold but he 
persuaded them that the proceeds of the 
sale should remain in the village and be 
used to improve one or both of our two 
fair dinkum parks. I am not sure that the 
funds would run to a bust of our hero 
Ross. I do hope something is done to 
commemorate this major breakthrough.

There are numerous ways that you can 
become a member of our panel. Please 
do not wait for an invitation. Everyone 
is invited. There are no nominations or 
elections. Find us on Facebook. Find 
me on Facebook or Catherine LCC 
or any member of the NE Panel. It is 
as easy as that. There are two main 
hubs at present, Dunoon and Whian 
Whian. John Hildebrand comes to 
many of our meetings from the wilds of 
Tullera but we would love to see more 
from that area and from Modanville, 
from Numulgi, from Dorroughby... If 
you travel home from Lismore along 
Woodlawn Road or Dunoon Road, 
you probably belong in the North East.

Only today I attended a workshop 
on applying for grants. My par-
ticular hobby horse is the need for 
a viable notice board in Tamarind 
Park for locals and visitors alike. 

Others are working on a range of pro-
jects that might require a higher level of 
funding. One such project is the revival 
of the “Dunoon Story” first published 
for the turning on of the local water 
supply in 1971. The booklet was re-
printed by the Preschool Association in 
1982. My hope is that it will eventually 

become available online through Trove 
owned by the National Library of Aus-
tralia. Will we ever have the footpath 
restored on the eastern side of Dunoon 
Road just south of Fraser Road? The 
original verge was rendered unsafe 
during road reconstruction during 2000.

Denis Matthews

Gazette Computer

We are very pleased to have 
received the new com-
puter, monitor, printer, and 

software for the Gazette, purchased 
through the Community Panel Grant.  

We have used it for this edition, and the 
Dunoon United Football Club has used 
it to produce and print Club vouchers 
for team player of the day for both the 
local and away teams for home games. 
This encourages players and supporters 
to visit the Sports Club, and discover 
the warm and friendly environment our 
Club offers. The Club has supported 
this initiative by opening the restaurant 
whenever there are seniors’ football 
games on the weekend. This is a great 
example of community groups working 
together to everyone’s mutual benefit. 

Bronwen Campbell

    NORTH EAST AREA COMMUNITY PANEL NEWS 
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Lismore City Council has flood re-
covery updates on their website. 
The following are some extracts. 

Lismore Recovery Centre is located 
at 120 Dalley Street, East Lismore 
(entry via Military Road) and 
the phone number is 6670 2133. 

Save the date for a Lismore 
Flood Appeal Concert on Sat-
urday, 29 April at Oakes Oval. Category C funding announced 

– small grants now available for 
business and community groups

Ongoing updates

Subscribe to ‘media releases’ on the 
Lismore City Council website at 
www.lismore.nsw.gov.au or like the 
Lismore City Council Facebook page.

North Coast Local Land 
Services

North Coast Local Land Ser-
vices staff have joined a 
range of government agen-

cies available at two flood Recovery 
Centres at Lismore and Murwillumbah.

NSW Department of Primary Indus-
tries and North Coast Local Land Ser-
vices are urging primary producers to 
report damage, including stock and 
fodder losses, fencing and other farm 
infrastructure, following the floods.

Jo McGoldrick, Manager Biosecurity 
and Emergency Services said, “We 
have a team of people on the ground 
who can provide advice and assistance 
and we’re encouraging landhold-
ers who need help with emergency 
recovery to make contact with us.

“Now that the immediate flood 
emergency is passing, we are 
looking to provide support to im-
pacted farmers who will need re-
covery help in the longer term.

“Visiting our teams at the Recov-
ery Centres is just one way that 
farmers can discuss their needs, but 
if they can’t make it into town, we’re 

also encouraging people to contact 
us via phone on 1300 795 299.”

Recovery Centres are now open in 
Lismore and Murwillumbah and 
will be open every day 9.00 am to 
6.00 pm. Recovery Centres provide 
a one stop shop for affected resi-
dents, businesses and farmers to 
access recovery assistance from a 
range of agencies and organisations.

The North Coast Local Land Services 
team are just one of a range of agencies 
based at the Recovery Centres includ-
ing: NSW Health, Disaster Welfare, 
Insurance Agencies, Family and Com-
munity Services, Business Connect, 
Legal Aid, Environment Protection Au-
thority, Centrelink, Red Cross and Safe 

Work NSW. A shuttle bus will run from 
the Lismore Transit Centre to the Re-
covery Centre every 30 minutes on the 
hour and half hour from 9am to 5pm.

Recovery Centres are located at:

Lismore Recovery Centre 
Public Works Facility 
120 Dalley Street 
East Lismore, entry via 
Military Road

Murwillumbah Recovery Centre: 
Murwillumbah Community Centre 
Nullum Street, Murwillumbah

There is an official Lismore City 
Council Flood Appeal at www.go-
fundme.com/lismorefloodappeal 
where you can make a donation.

 LISMORE CITY COUNCIL FLOOD RESPONSE

  FLOOD RECOVERY CENTRES and FLOOD APPEAL

The LIFELINE SHOP @ Casino St South Lismore 
Open 9.30am–4.15pm MON–FRI   

9am–Noon SAT

THOUSANDS of BOOKS @ GREAT prices!  
HEAPS of RECYCLED CLOTHING @ bargain prices!  

Furniture Warehouse 8.30am–4.30pm weekdays & Sat 9am–midday 
To raise funds for your local crisis telephone service 
13 11 14, Lifeline offers a range of pre-loved, used 

and second-hand furniture at bargain prices. 

Please check our Furniture Warehouse at 23 Three Chain Road, Lismore 
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WILDLIFE INFORMATION, RESCUE AND EDUCATION SERVICE NEWS

There are many people in the North-
ern Rivers who continue to use 
a 1300 number to report an inci-
dent to WIRES Northern Rivers. 

WIRES reminds you that they have a 
24 hour, 7 day a week Hotline avail-
able for all calls to WIRES at 6628 

1898. Put our Hotline in your phone 

6 6 2 8  1 8 9 8. 

Other numbers are not 24-hour and the 
message may be delayed in reaching 
us here. That’s 6628 1898. Thank you 
for helping WIRES help our wildlife.

WIRES is recruiting! Your local 
branch of NSW Wildlife Information, 
Rescue and Education Service is an 
all-volunteer organisation that needs 

new members throughout the Northern 
Rivers region. WIRES offers a basic 
training course that will teach you how 
to safely rescue and provide emergency 
care for injured and orphaned wildlife. 
If you would like to join WIRES and 
participate in our Rescue and Immedi-
ate Care Course (RICC) on 28 May, 
please contact us as soon as possible.

Call our 24 hour hotline on 6628 1898 or 
see http://wiresnr.org/Helping.html.
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BATTERIES ARE HERE

The next big thing in Renew-
able Energy will be on-grid 
battery storage. With gener-

ous gross Feed In Tariffs (FITs) at 
an end from December 31st 2016, 
batteries are going to be a game 
changer for those with solar panels.

FITs for Solar Bonus customers are 
dropping from 60 (or 20) cents per 
kWh (gross export) to around 6 to 
10 cents per kWh (nett export only, 
from 1 January 2017). Electric-
ity that you import from the grid costs 
around 25 to 30 cents per kWh, de-
pending on your supplier and plan.

The graph below shows a typical 
household energy use pattern. It shows 
the savings (both $ and Carbon pol-
lution) that can be achieved with the 
addition of a battery storage system.

Without the batteries you would be 
earning only 6 to 10 cents per kWh for 
the yellow area of the graph and paying 
around 25 to 30 cents per kWh for the 
orange area. With the batteries you 
forego the 6 to 10 cents for the yellow 
but save 25 to 30 for the orange. This 
is a saving of around 20 cents per kWh.

But it seems as if there is a new battery 
technology announced every week, 
so which one to go for? After a thor-
ough technical evaluation of all the 
batteries currently available in Aus-
tralia, Rainbow Power Company 
has chosen two solutions to bring to 
market based on quality and flexibility.

Option 1: Enphase AC Battery

For small energy users, Enphase has re-
leased a modular Lithium Battery with 
a built in micro inverter. Each battery 
can store 1.2 kWh of energy with each 

one able to supply a maximum of 270 
W of power. Our recommended system 
also includes an Envoy S Energy Meter 
which is used to control the individual 
battery units and provides web-based 
monitoring of the system’s performance.  

Option 2: Tesla Powerwall

For larger energy users we are rec-
ommending the Tesla Powerwall / 
Sunny Boy Storage solution which 
can store up to 6.4 kWh of energy. 

The recommended system also includes 
an SMA Energy Meter which provides 
web-based monitoring of the system’s 
performance. Up to two Powerwalls can 
be installed on each Sunny Boy Storage.

For more information call RPC on 
66891430 or go to rpc.com.au.

What’s important to you? 

When it comes to solar power, there 
are a few things you have to consider.

Why do you need it? 

In our experience, most customers want 
to take out some insurance against elec-
tricity prices rising; many think that it’s 
one of the easier steps to take to reduce 
their footprint on the planet.

Why would you go to Rainbow Power 
Company to buy solar systems?  

Because of our experience, 30 years’ 
worth in fact. We have a staff of 28 people 
who each play a part in selling, manu-
facturing, managing technical specifica-
tions and testing of equipment and in-
stalling these systems. You can also be 
assured we will be around to handle any 
warranty claims if the need should arise.
We’re here for the long haul, give us a 
call if you want to know more; we’re 
not expensive, we’re worth every penny.

Ken Jones, Rainbow Power Company

  RENEWABLE NEWS WITH KEN JONES, RAINBOW POWER COMPANY
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Following on from our story on the mos-
quito plague in the last edition, we have 
a great example of the insect catchers 
they may have been using at the time:

INSECT CATCHERS

I have two of these old glass insect 
catchers having bought them from 
my neighbour when I lived in 

Queensland. The only history he could 
give was that they were his mothers.

The way the glass domes catch 
insects is similar to a type of car-
nivorous plant which lures insects 
with the promise of food (I’ve 
used promite and honey in water).

When they want to fly away, the 
insects fly up to the light but the plant 
fools them because it has a transpar-
ent dome-like structure causing them 

to slip down, exhausted, where they 
drown and are digested by the plant. 

My catch goes to the chooks. I’ve caught  
vinegar flies, mosquitos, cockroaches, 
flies, moths, and in season, fruit flies. 

I hope to find out about the 
history of the bottles, and when 
and where they were made. 

In the meantime, I’m trying out a 
bottle tilted on its side. It should work.

If anyone has any information on the 
likely era or original manufacturers of 
these insect catchers, please let us know 
– Editor

HISTORIC WATCH

I found this watch 30 odd years ago 
at the Dunoon tip which was situ-
ated at that time along Fraser Road. 

It is in poor condition on the outside but 
inside is remarkably well preserved. Re-
searching online I found it is a man’s 
watch designed in a similar fashion to 
those used at the time of the Boer War. 
Prior to that time, only women and only 
the very rich wore watches on their 
wrist. Men had fob watches on chains. 

Going into battle on horseback 
changed the design and the fob 
watch was fitted into a leather strap 
enabling the men to easily see the 
time and synchronise movements.

I spoke to Denis Matthews (our local 
historian) and on his suggestion I’m 
asking whether anyone recognises 
the name A. Grundon, which is the 
name engraved inside the watch.

Elaine Wood.

If anyone has any information on A. 
Grundon, please let us know – Editor

   HISTORY – INSECT CATCHERS AND WATCHES WITH ELAINE WOOD

DUDGEON & BERRY
INSURANCE 

CONSULTANTS

Phone: 6621 3000 
Fax: 6621 7773

Conveniently located at
Shop 5/76 Woodlark Street,

 Lismore
(at the carpark end of the walkway next 

to the ANZ bank)
Ask us about all your 

insurance needs including:
• Business & Rural Packages 

• Liability • Home • Motor • CTP  
 Marine• Term Life • Disability 

• Trauma 
• Professional Indemnity

 • Superannuation
 • Workers Compensation

First Sat 10-2pm Conservatorium

Bistro Open 7 days
Lunch 12pm -2pm

Dinner 6pm -9pm Mon - Sat
5.30pm - 8pm Sun

$10 lunch specials available
$10 Sunday Roasts

We cater for functions
Call us now to book

Member’s Happy Hour! 
Mon - Fri 3.30pm - 5.30pm

Wednesdays Free Trivia 7pm
Thursdays Kareoke with Mary Anne 9pm

Saturdays Live Bands 9.30pm

Saturdays: The One Nightclub opens 

Facebook:http://facebook.com/marygilhooleys
Website: http://www.marygilhooleys.com.au

Ph: (02) 6622 2924
Fx: (02) 6621 8040
email: info@marygs.com.au

Bistro Open 7 days 
Lunch 11:30am-

2:30pm
Dinner 6pm-9pm

Open all day from 
11:30am-9pm Saturday and Sundays
$10 lunch specials available Mon-Sat

Happy Hour Mon-Fri 4-6pm
Tuesday Musical Bingo from 8pm

FreeTrivia Wednesdays from 7:30pm 
Live music every Sat night from 9:30pm

Thurs-Steak Night & Karaoke Lounge
Nightclub open every Saturday from 9:30pm

https://www.facebook.com/marygslismore
www.marygs.com.au

Doc Dorahy

Tractor & Machinery Centre
30 Tweed St North Lismore 6622 2842

MacMaster Nut Harvesters
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You may have recently read 
of a group of local North-
ern Rivers veterinary sur-

geons and nurses who traveled to 
Cambodia to help manage the health 
of stray dogs and cats early this year.

What you probably don’t know is 
that this group of dedicated young 
women and their support team paid 
their own fares and accommoda-
tion and used their annual leave 
to undertake this humane trip.

I talked with one of the Veterinary sur-
geons, Abbie McEwen this week and 
gained an insight into life in Cambo-
dia for these unfortunate animals and 
how she and the team were able to help.

Most of the dogs are of unknown breed. 
They are reminiscent of many dogs 
seen around South East Asian villages 
with curly tails and long legs but in all 
colours and patterns. They are very in-
telligent, or rather, street smart as a 
consequence of their precarious living 
conditions. Some are owned by families 
and are fed rice and kitchen scraps and 
cared for in a very basic way but very 
few people can afford even to have their 
pets de-sexed. The dogs and cats roam 
and breed constantly, are covered in 
fleas and ticks and develop mange and 
other skin problems. Some dogs are also 
infected with the dreaded rabies virus.

There are very few qualified veteri-
nary surgeons in Cambodia. Problems 
in Cambodia and surrounding coun-
tries with stray dogs and cats cannot 
be adequately managed by poor villag-
ers so the team from Lismore Central 
Veterinary Hospital decided to help. 

In January 2017, a team of vets and vet 
nurses travelled on a self-funded trip to 
Cambodia for 3 weeks. There were 5 
vets and 4 nurses in total, including staff 
from Lismore Central Veterinary Hospi-
tal: Dr Abbie, Dr Toni, and nurses Jess 
and Kay. Three previous LCVH em-
ployees, Dr Jemma and nurses Amy and 
Emily, joined the group. Abbie’s and 
Toni’s partners were also with them and 
helped with administration and logistics.

The objective of the trip was to provide 
animal health care, neutering and rabies 

vaccination services to street dogs and 
cats. The team also offered free vet 
services to underprivileged communi-
ties and provided education to chil-
dren on disease prevention, safety and 
hygiene, and animal welfare. They in-
formally partnered with organisations 
already working in Cambodia such as 
PPAWS (Phnom Penh Animal Welfare 
Society) in Phnom Penh, Pagoda 
Cats in Siem Reap, and The Cambo-
dian Children’s Trust in Battambang.

They were assisted in many cases by 
local monks who have become carers 
for dogs that people surrender due 
to poverty etc. This in itself can be a 
problem. Some of the older generation 
of monks do not allow dogs to be de-
sexed. Buddhists believe that an animal 
who is not “intact” cannot be reincarnat-
ed. Thankfully, those temples populated 
by younger monks saw the need for 
de-sexing and encouraged the team to 
set up mobile surgeries in the temples. 

As soon as the team arrived in a 
village they would be inundated with 
people holding up their animals to be 
treated; no such thing as an orderly 
queue. The support team helped create 
some order, but the days were long 
and arduous in the tropical conditions.

Working in such primitive conditions 
was not easy at first. Consult tables were 
set up in temples, under trees in school 
yards and on bamboo verandahs – any 
flat surface was used, but the vets and 
nurses still maintained basic stand-
ards of hygiene by using pre-operative 
skin preparation techniques, drapes 
and gloves. Keeping to those stand-
ards was a challenge. One family had 
6 dogs to be de-sexed on their bamboo 
verandah. The farmer cheerfully told 
Abbie that there was no need to neuter 

the family’s tom cat as he had done it 
himself the week before. Poor cat!

I asked Abbie about the concept of in-
extricable linking of human and animal 
health, especially in developing coun-
tries. Rabies is a very obvious example 
of this; an appalling condition which, 
thanks to Australia’s very strict quaran-
tine laws, does not occur here. But ac-
cording to the World Health Organiza-
tion (WHO), between 21,000 and 24,000 
people die annually in South East Asia 
due to rabies. 96% of these bites are from 
rabid dogs. There is a vaccine available 
for humans and for dogs but these vac-
cines are still not available in sufficient 
quantities to make a marked difference.

Three weeks in Cambodia was ex-
hausting and at times exhilarating 
for the team. They were occasion-
ally looked after by local volunteers 
who provided some food but mainly 
they had to fend for themselves 
for meals and accommodation. 

The vets were invited to talk to chil-
dren at the Cambodian Children’s Trust 
about the problems of rabies. There 
was also a visit to an Elephant Nature 
Park at Siem Reap and the infamous 
Khmer Rouge Killing Fields where 
over a million people were buried in the 
mid to late 1970s during the regime of 
Pol Pot. A very sad and sombre place. 

The Veterinary team has written a report 
for Vets Without Borders and hopefully 
that organisation can continue helping 
animals in need in Cambodia. The team 
of our local vets, nurses and their part-
ners should be applauded for volunteer-
ing to undertake such a project with 
very little outside funding as well as 
doing it in their own time. They are very 
special locals and an inspiration to all.

    LISMORE VETS TO CAMBODIA WITH KERRY ANN HARVEY
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VILLAGE HALLS
DUNOON HALL

Tullera Hall 6628 2060

Corndale Hall David Hunter
6628 4364

Dorroughby Hall 6689 5013

Whian Whian Hall Trevor Tuckey 
0417119142

The Channon Hall General Store
6688 6240

CHURCH SERVICES
DUNOON ANGLICAN

Holy Communion Every Sunday 10.00 am
Guild meets first Sunday of month 11:30 am

CHRISTADELPHIAN ECCLESIA
Sunday School 9.30am 

Memorial Meeting 11am each Sunday
Bible Address on occasions 6689 5229

DUNOON CATHOLIC CHURCH
1st & 3rd Sundays 9.30am

GOOLMANGAR CATHOLIC CHURCH
2nd & 4th Sundays 9.30am

SPORTS AND GROUPS
Channon/Dunoon Pony Club
Fiona Wilders 6628 2690

Channon Tennis Club 6688 6165

Dunoon Sports Club
Enquiries & Cricket 6689 5444

Dunoon Social Golf
Chris Gulliver

6689 5147
0428 428 165

Dunoon United Football Club
Rob Gatt (President)
Matt Hill (Secretary)

0428884222
0438509284

DunoonTennis
Graeme Drew, Marilyn Kent
OR Call Sports Club

0428746735
6689 5444

Tullera Tennis Club
Pauline Leeson 6628 2224

Girl Guides
Helen Hargreaves 6689 5294

BUS TIME TABLES

DEPARTS Whian Whian 7.55am

Dunoon School 8.06am

ARRIVES Greaves 8.09am

Lismore PO 8.45am

DEPARTS Spinks Park 3.20pm

Trinity School. 3.30pm

Richmond RivSch 3.34pm

ARRIVES Dunoon 4.02pm

Whian Whian 4.15pm

WHIAN WHIAN – LISMORE
School Days Only

School Bus Service 6628 4101

DUNOON BUS SERVICE
Wheelchair Accessible

6624 8734/0412 248 503
Service is ‘Hail & Ride’ along the route

Bus For Hire 
DURING SCHOOL TERM:
Depart Dorroughby Hall 7:50am        

Dunoon Store 8:00

Modanville Store 8:10

Tullera Hall 8:16

Minschull Cres. 8:21

R.R High school 8:25

Woodlark St 8:30

Lismore Square 8:32

Trinity interchange 8:35 Bay 10

Depart Lismore Bus Terminus 3:30pm

Lismore Library 3:33

Trinity interchange 3:37 Bay 10

DURING SCHOOL HOLIDAYS:

Depart Dorroughby 8:30am

Dunoon 8:40

Modanville 8:45

Tullera 8:52

Minschull 8:56

Woodlark 9:00

Lismore Bus Terminus 9:07

Depart Lismore Bus Terminus 3:30pm

Lismore Library 3.33

COMMUNITY MARKETS
TUESDAY Lismore Organic Market

Every Tuesday 7:30 – 11 am  
Lismore Showgrounds

EVERY SATURDAY Lismore Farmers’ Market
8am Lismore Showgrounds
Alstonville Farmers’ Market
8am – 12 noon Bugden Lane Car Park

1ST SATURDAY Lismore Makers Market

10am – 2pm Cnr Keen and Magellan

1ST SUNDAY Lismore Car Boot

8am – 2pm Lismore Square Carpark

Byron Bay Market

2ND SUNDAY The Channon Craft Markets

http://thechannonmarket.org.au/

3RD SATURDAY Mullumbimby Market

http://www.mullummarkets.com.au/

3RD SUNDAY Lismore Car Boot

4TH SUNDAY

Bangalow Market

9am – 3pm

http://www.bangalowmarket.com.au/

Nimbin Markets

4th and 5th Sunday 8am – 4pm

Market coordinator 0458 506 000

FIRE PERMIT OFFICERS
DUNOON
Barry Watts 6689 5359

Aline Feebrey 6689 5438

Ross McDougall 0409 425 551

TULLERA
John Hildebrand 0408 282 224

John Mace 0415 499 929

THE CHANNON
John Hutchison 6688 6480

Tony Roden 6689 1562

Neale Hayter 6688 6171

J.J. Bruce 6688 6453

Russell Johnston 6688 6185

ROSEBANK
De Condos 6688 2163

Dave Hughes 6688 2023

Eric Kinchin 6688 2217

Northern Rivers Wildlife Carers 6628 1866

WIRES Animal Rescue 24hr Hotline
6628 1898

OTHER USEFUL NUMBERS
Dunoon Lodge
Gordon Starkey 6689 5166

Northern Rivers
Animal Shelter
Robyn

6681 1860

Wednesday 10 am
Community Group

Ron 
6689 5018

Thursday 5:30 pm
Exercise Class
Mon and Wed 9 am
Lifestyle Mgmt

Mark Roberts 
0419 831 424

6 weekly 6:30 pm
Film Night

Mark Roberts 
0419 831 424

Thursday 7:30 pm
Euchre

Charles 
6628 2064

Sunday 9:30 am
Sunday School 
Sunday 11 am
Church Service

Christadelphi-
ans
Ray Patch
6689 5229

Community members welcome. For 
all bookings please contact:
Dunoon Post Office 6689 5101

MOBILE LIBRARY

Tuesday Week 2
Michael Riddle 
Enquiries: 
Phone 6625 5100

Feb 7 and 21
Mar 7 and 21
Apr 4 and 18
May 2, 16 and 30
Jun 13 and 27

Clunes 9–10am School

Dunoon 11:15am–12:15pm School

Modanville 2:00–3:30pm School

WILDLIFE CARERS
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SCHOOLS
PRESCHOOLS
PLAYGROUPS

Dunoon Public School 6689 5208

Modanville Public School 6628 2234

Corndale Public School 6628 4305

The Channon Public School 6688 6236

Whian Whian Public School 6689 5240

Dunoon Pre School 6689 5396

The Channon Children’s Centre 6688 6330

Dunoon After School/
Vacation Care

6689 5930

Tullera/Modanville Playgroup 6689 5381

Advertising Dunoon Gazette 6689 5954
Aged Care & Respite 
Services Nimbin Aged Care & Respite 6689 1709

Auto-Electrician, 
Rewinds and Electrics Marcus Rewinds & Electrics 0408 215 696

Bolts and Fasteners Bolt Barn*, 183 Union St, Sth Lismore 6621 9090
Bottle Shop Dunoon General Store 6689 5225

Mary G’s 6622 2924
Bus Service Dunoon 6624 8734

Whian Whian 6628 4101

Cafe/Bakery Henry’s Bakery*, 87 Keen St, Lismore 6621 7035

Carpenter John Ferronato 0429 895 130 
A/H 6689 9437

Celebrant Gina Murray 6689 5104

Doctor Dunoon General Practice, James St, 
Dunoon 6689 5811

Driveway repairs R & J Field Contracting – Adam 0423101206

Earthmoving Tom Thumb – Jeremy 0457 895 414
6689 5414

Dugright – Michael 0412 230 982
Backhoe – Des 0409 952 068

Electrical Services Warren Lewis, Whian Whian 6689 5034
 – including solar Martin Mader 0429 891 555
Fencing Contractor/
Firewood Andrew Shepherd 0431 095 583

General Store Dunoon General Store 6689 5225
Insurance Dudgeon & Berry, 5/76 Woodlark St 6621 3000
Laundry Service Clean & Green Laundry, 50 Terania St 6622 1359
Mortgage Broker Sue James 6689 5780

0408 605 537
Pet Minding & Garden 
Service Simone Phillips 0421 686 600

Plumber Nik Hyde 6689 5174
Postal and Related 
Services Dunoon Post Office – Fiona 6689 5101

Pottery Supplies Northern Rivers Pottery Supplies, 54D 
Terania St, Lismore 6621 4688

Real Estate Elders Alstonville, Darryl Rose 6628 0000
0418270975

Refrigeration Russell’s Refrigeration 6621 3992
Restaurant Dunoon Sports Club, Cowley Rd, 6689 5469

Mary G’s, Cnr Woodlark/Keen St 6622 2924
Septic Tank Pumping Summerland Environmental 6687 2880
Slashing R & J Field Contracting - Adam 0423101206
Sports Club Dunoon Sports Club 6689 5444
Takeaway/Restaurant Little Delhi*, 32 Carrington St, Lismore 0422 938 248

Modanville Takeaway 6628 2005
Tipper/Handyman Darren Bassey 6628 2147

Towing Service Bruno Zambelli, OL90247,Modanville 6628 2230

Tractor Repairs Doc Dorahy, 30 Tweed St, Nth Lismore 6622 2842
Transport Northern Rivers Community Transport 6628 8806
Tyres Pirlos, 30 Union St, Sth Lismore 6621 3561
Wired4 – Home Theatre 
& TV Iain Thompson 0421 871 144

*Free directory listing for flood-affected businesses. Please give these (and all our local businesses) your support.

LOCAL BUSINESS PHONE DIRECTORY

DISCLAIMER
The opinions expressed in this newspaper and on its website are 
those of the individual contributors and are not necessarily those 
of the Gazette editor or staff. Contributors are asked to ensure 
they have copyright permission for materials submitted. Con-
tributions are reproduced in good faith and the Editor or staff 
cannot be held liable for any inadvertant breach of copyright.
Copyright Dunoon and District Gazette If you wish to repro-
duce an article, please request permission by e-mail.
Please be aware that if you are attending public functions, your 
photograph maybe taken and submitted to the Gazette for pub-
lication in print and on the website. If you do not wish for your 
photo, or photos of members of your family to be published, 
pleas get in touch, with complete confidentiality, with the Editor 
via e-mail or phone – details on Pg 2.

VOLUNTEERING
I CAN DO THAT!

Want to meet new people?
Learn new skills?

Participate in your community?

VOLUNTEERING IS FOR YOU!
Volunteering is fun, easy and accessible to 

everyone.
Be part of your community, make new 

friends, be appreciated and feel good about 
yourself.

The Northern Rivers Community Gateway 
Volunteer Resource Centre is here to make 

volunteering easy.
Call NRCG VRC 6621 7397

Email vrc@lnci.org.au

Quality Early Education for Children 3 to 5 years old 
Open Monday to Friday 9am to 3pm 

Early starts available from 8am.  
After Preschool Care available from 3 until 6pm. Rebates available. 

Half day enrolments welcome 
Playgroup on Fridays 9-30 to 11am including a music session 

THE VILLAGE PRESCHOOL THAT SUPPORTS 
PLAY, FRIENDSHIP AND COMMUNITY
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RURAL FENCING 
CONTRACTOR

NEW! – SPLIT FIREWOOD
             DELIVERY AVAILABLE 
             FOR FIREWOOD

Free quotes on new 
fences and repairs
Fully insured

4 WHEEL DRIVE  TRACTOR & 
TIPPER ; 
HYDRAULIC POST DRIVER 
AND POST HOLE BORER

CALL ANDREW 6688 6364, 
MOB: 0431 095 583

COFFEE & CAKE

HOT PIE & 
COKE

88 JAMES STREET, DUNOON TEL: 6689 5225
OPEN 7 DAYS

MON – SAT 7AM – 7PM 
SUNDAYS AND PUBLIC HOLIDAYS 8AM – 6PM

 NEW! SANDWICHES AVAILABLE BY PRE-ORDER $4.50 EACH ORDER BY 10:30AM

FRESH MEATS FROM

HUTLEY BROS. 

LOCAL BUTCHERS

GLUTEN FREE PRODUCTS

ORGANIC HEALTH FOODS

TOFU PRODUCTS

BOTTLE SHOP 

TOP VARIETIES OF 
WINES AND BEERSBREAD, MILK & DAIRY

DUNOON GENERAL STORE
YOUR LOCAL STORE FOR FAMILY FRIENDLY SERVICE

Septic Tank 
Pumping

and specialists in all 
liquid waste collection 

and processing
Call for more information 

or a quote

SUBSCRIBE TO THE GAZETTE E-MAIL 
LIST at www.dunoongazette.com

THE CHANNON / 
DUNOON PONY CLUB

For further details please contact:
Fiona Wilders Club President Hm: 6628 2690

Lisa McFadyen Vice President Hm: 6629 1023
Mykaella Gosper Club Secretary Hm: 6629 3486

Irene Brockhill Treasurer Hm: 6686 4798
  

www.channondunoonponyclub.
pcansw.org.au

Surgery open Monday, Tuesday,Thursday and Fridays from 
9am (subject to change)

Phone: 6689 5811 Fax: 6689 5833

Dr. Nathan Kesteven 

Bulk billing available

Dunoon General Practice 
100 James Street, Dunoon


